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INTRODUCTION. 

TOFIA — probably written the fecond book 
at Antwerp about November 1515, and 
the firfl in London m the early part of 15 r 6 
—was firfl publifhed abroad. It was printed 
by Theodore Martin at Louvain, under the 
editorfhip of Erafmus, ^gidius, Paludanus and other of 
More’s friends in Flanders, towards the end of 1516. 

M^re then revifed it, and, ^through Erafmus, it was 
fent to John Frobenius at Bafle to print. This more 
fumptuous and, as regards authorfhip, fecond edition — 
probably containing the flandard text — ^bears the date 
of N ovember 1518. In the meantime however, a fnend 
of Erafmus, the Englifhman Thomas Lupfet, brought out 
a reprint of the firfl edition at Pans, which was pnnted 
by Gilles de Gourmont before March 1518; and which 
IS therefore m point of time, the fecond edition , the 
Bafle one, being the third , and one at Vienna in 15 19, 
the fourth m order of appearance All four were in 
Latin, then the common familiar language of the 
learned. 

By a flrange fate, not a lingle copy of this work, in any 
language whatfoever, was pnnted in England in More’s 
lifetime : or indeed prior to thefe Englifh verfions of 
Ralph Robinfon. Yet — defpite its ongmal Latin garb 
— ^the work is effentially Englifh, and will ever reckon 
among the treafures of our literature. 

Without fome acquaintance with Sir Thomas More’s 
life, one might be apt to afifume Uiopa to be entirely 
his own work, and the perfons named in it to be fic- 
titious. He wrote the letter to Petrus .^gidius, and 
the two books of Raphael’s communication. Erafmus* 
letter to Frobenius (not here tranflated) was printed by 
him in the Bafle edition of 1518. The following alfo 
contnbuted to the earlier Latin editions. 

Pktrus jEgidius, the Peter Giles of this translation, [b 1490— d. ISS5]» 
secretary to the municipahty of Antwerp Wrote a letter translated ai p} 
163-166 

JOHN Clement [d. i July 1572] at the time More’s attendant, afterwards 
Professor of Greek at 0 :^ord See^ 33 

John Paludanus, Cassthtensts *aii anaent fnend’ of Erasmus, 7i 
iconsnbuted to the first edition, a letter and a poem not translated Ro. 
ennson 

Jerome Buslevden, latinized Buslidius Eb 1470— d, 37 Aue isii-l a nch 




generous diphmate Fourder of the College of the three languages (Lads 
Greek, Hebrew), at Lourain He wrote a letter to More, not translated by 
Robinson 

Gerard BRONCHROSTjOfNuneguen in. Latin NovtOMAGUsfb r494--d 1570], 
Sometime Mathemaucal Professoral Rostock, wrote a short poem, see p 167 

Cornelius Schryver, latiiuzed GRAPHiEus [b 1482— d 19 Dec 1538! 
made m 1533 secretary to the municipality of Antwerp, also contnbuted a 
short poem, see p 167 

William Bude, latinized Budeus or Bud^us [b 1467— d 23 Aug 1540] 
the most learned Frenchman of his time His letter to Lupset first appeared 
m the Pans edition of 1518, -Mt included by Robison 

Thomas Lupset [b 1498 — d 27 Dec 1532] while studying at Paias edits 
second edition of 1 / topia Afterwards becomes liecturer in Rhetoric at Oxford 

Utopia IS worthy of multiformed fludy Not only 
from Its refledlion of the charadler, principles, and 
merry wit of its author ; from its propofed folutions of 
fuch focial problems, as the fcarcity or overplus of po 
pulation, the prevention of famines, and the like : bui 
alfo from its reference of the conation of the poor, 
efpecially the ‘bondmen,’ the then dying out ‘villenage* 
of England , from its allufions to the late, as well as to 
the prefent Englifh king ; from its furvey of Continental 
politics in 1516 : and on other accounts. 

The furthefl difcovery of Amerigo Vefpucci in his 
fourth voyage, along the coaft-line of Brazil, appears to 
have been Cape Fno. Sir Thomas More apparently 
reters to Deodati’s colledlion, m fpeaking of ‘thofe iiii. 
voyages that be nowe m printe, and abrode in euery 
mannes handes;’ which, m Latin, was firfl publifhed m 
1507, under the title of Qvativor Amenci Vefpvttii 
Navagationes. Near the end of this tract is the follow- 
ing account of what occurred on 3 April, 1504. 

Reli^us igitur in cajiello prafato Chrijhcohs, xxiiij, et 
cum ilhs, xtj machims acahjs plurimus armis! vnaaim 
froutfione pro fexe mmftbus Jufficiente! . . . 

On this paffage More hangs his whole fitSlion. This 
IS the careftiily concealed flarting-pomt of the imagi- 
nary portion of his work Thence the Portuguefe 
Hythlodaye wanders to the ifland of ‘Nowhere,’ which 
to More’s mind was ‘beyond the line equinodlial’ be- 
tw^een Brazil and India. There for five years and more 
Hythlodaye fludied the laws and habits of a community 
(allowing the very low average of 20 perfons to each'-of 
the 6000 houfeholds of the 54 cities) of 6,500,00a 
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perfonsj not including their countrey population or 
outlying ^ forreyne towns.’ At length, returning home 
from India in the Portuguefe fleet, Hythlodaye is re- 
prefented as introduced by Peter ^gidius to More in 
the dooiway of Antwerp Cathedral : whence all three 
adjourn to the garden in Sir Thomas’ houfe, where, on 
a bSach ^covered with tomes’ they, with John Clement, 
liflen a whole day to the floiy of Hythlodaye: the con- 
tents of the firfl book being recounted before dinner; 
and thofe of the fecond between dinner and flipper. 

Hythlodaye may well fay ‘ that this nation tooke theii 
beginninge of the Grekes, bicaufe their fpeche .... 
kepeth dyuers fignes and tokens of the greke langage 
m the names of their cityes, and of theire magiflrates : ’ 
as, for example, the followmg : — 

English. Latin Greek. 

Utopia Utopia [=Nusquama] oi, no ; r6voiy place. 

Hythlodaye Hythlodseus ) patro- ( [=snug8e] nonfenfe. 
Achonens Archorii > nymic < wretched, 

Macariens Macarensii ) forms of ( fidKap, blejfedy happy, 
Amaurot Amaurotus dfiavpistJIiadowyiUnktmim, 

Anyder Anydrus dvvSpos, waterlefs 

Phylarch Phylarchus <pv\osa.px^,chte/o/thetnbe. 

There is an effential difference of purpofe in the 
fomewhat fimilai works of Plato and More. In the 
Repubhcy Plato, in the perfon of Socrates, endeavours 
^ thoroughly to mvefligate the real nature of j*uflice and 
Injuflice,’ by firfl invefligating their charadler in cities, 
and afterwards by applying ‘ the fame inquiry to the 
individual, looking for the counterpart of the greater 
as it exifls in the form of the lefs ’t More, m the per- 
fon of Hythlodaye, looking round the world, perceives 
nothing ‘ but a certein conlpiracy of riche men pro- 
curinge theire owne commodities vnder the name and 
title of the commen wealth.’^ Plato endeavours to at- 
tain to an exadl idea of an abHradl vertuc ; More feeks 
to devife a fyflem in which the poor fhall not perifh for ^ 
lack, nor the rich be idle through excufe of their riches: 
in which every one is equally of the commonwealth, and in 
which the commonwealtji poflefs only a common wealth. 

P iiS t The Republic of Plato Ed byj L Davies, M. A, and 

D. J Vaughan, M A. p* 5a. 3rd Ed iS6e. t p. ?so 



Circumftances 

conneiled with the earlier ilTues 
of 

UTOPIA. 

Referred to m Letters Papers Foreign Domestic cf the reign of Hen*y 

VIII Arranged and Catalogued by Rev J S Bklwe^ M A 
London, 1864 


tS^S [Feb ?] [London?] More to Erasmus Letters, 11 430 

More’s embassy has been successful, but tedious , has been 
away more than six months Has formed a close in- 

timacy with Pet Giles [^Egidius] of Antwerp 
£516 Oct 31 London More to Erasmus 11 777 

The Eptsiolce Ohscurormn Virorwn is popular eveiywhere. 
Is glad that Peter [iEgidius] likes his Nttsgttama [Utopia] 
Wishes to hear if Tunstal approves of it, and other judges 
15x6 Nov X2 Louvain Gerardus Noviomagus (of Nimeguen) to Eras- 
mus ii 793 

His fnend Theodoncus [Martin] will undertake to pnnt the 
Utopia Paludanus will show him a cut of the island by a 
great painter, if Erasmus desire any alterations 
1516 Nov. 18 Brussels Erasmus to Peter AEgidius ii 796 
Utopia IS m the printer’s hands. 

1516 [T 1 Merlin Jerome Busudanus to More u 814 

In praise of his Utopia 

15x6 [I] London More to Petrus AEgidius u 896 

Letter Translated by Robinson at pp 21-26 
[xSi6 Dec ? The Editio pnnceps appears Ltbellvs vere avrevs net 

minvs salvians qvam festtuus, de optimo reip statu deque 
noua Insula Vtopia , It has no pagination (i) First comes 

the picture-chart of the island above referred to , (2} Then the 
Utopian alphabet, in which A to L are represented by circles 
or curves , M by a mangle , and N to Y by rectangles or por- 
tions thereof dashes being used m connection with these for 
further diversity (3) Then we have Anemolius’ Utopian 
Hekastichon, see p 167 , Then AEgidius’ letter to Busley- 
den, see pp t63-i66, {5) Then another letter to him, from 
John Paludanus, who also contnbutes a poem , neither of which 
were included in Robinson’s translation , (6) Then a poem by 
Girardus Noviomagpus, De Utopia, see p 167 , (7) Then the 
poem of Cornelius Graphaeus, Ad Uctorem, see f 167 , (8) 
Then Busleyden’s letter to Thomas More, (not included in 
Robinson’s translation) , (p) Then More’s letter to AEgidius, 
seepp 21-26, (10) Then fhe Text, in two books ] 

15x7 [?] More to Tunstaul u 1541 

His last letters were the most delightful he ever received 
from Mm, as they spoke so highly of his Republica [Utopia) 
Trusts they were as sincere as candid Was afraid, 

among his many avocations, he would not have time for such 
trifles, nor could he have done so except out of partiality I«f 
glad he is pleased with the work, and not less for his candid 
advice 

1517. Jan. 13, London. More to Erasmus ii 891 

Begs Erasmus vnll thank Paludanus and Giles [AEg^diusJ, 
XS17 Feb 24 Antwerp Erasmus to William Cope ii 953 

Begs him to send for More’s Utopia, if he has not yet read 
it, and wishes to see the true source of all pohtical evils [This 
proves the publication of tlfc first edition before this date ] 
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2517 Mar T Antwerp Erasmus to More ii psS 

Sends one letter to Marlianus, who iinagined that the first 
book of UioPm was written by Erasmus. . As soon as 
More has corrected the Utopia^ Erasmus will send the MS to 
Basle or Pans 

1517 Mar 8 Antwerp Erasmus to More, ii 963 

' Send the Utopia at your earliest opportunity A burgo* 
master at Antwerp is so pleased with it that he knows it ail by 
heart 

tS^ 7 ^ [?] London More to Erasmus li 913 

Sent his Utopia some time since, and is delighted to hear 11 
will come out in a magnificent form 

1517 July 31 Pans Gulielmus Bud^us to Thomas Lupset ii 1124 
Thanks him for a copy of More’s Utopia Long com- 

mendation of the Utopia [Printed in both editions of 1518 J 

1517 Aug as Louvain Erasmus to John Frobenius h 1147 
Sends Utopia for Frobenius to prmt. 

iS^7* Cfl Erasmus to More u 1090 

Has sent More’s Epi^aim and Utopia to Basle. 

1517 Aug a8 Antwero Francis Chieregato to Erasmus 11. 1151 

On his leaving England for Rome, to avoid the sweating 
sickness, touched at Antwerp and heard that Erasmus was 
staying with Petrus iEgidius, secretary to the municipality of 
Antwerp On calling heard that Erasmus had started the 
day before for Louvain 

15*7 C ?3 London More to Erasmus u iiss 

Is m the clouds with the dream of the government to be 
offered him by his Utopians , fancies himself a grand poten- 
tate, with a crown and a Franciscan cloak (paludainentum)^ 
followed by a grand procession of the Amaun. Should it 
please Heaven to exalt him to this high dignity, where he will 
be too high to think of common acquaintances, he will still 
keep a corner in his heart for Erasmus and Tunstall, and 
should they pay Mm a visit to Utopia, he will make all his 
subjects honor them as is befitting the fnends of majesty 
The mom has dawned and dispelled his dream, and stripped 
off his royalty, plunging him down into his old mill-round at 
the Court 

1517 Aug 31 Louvain Erasmus to Tunstal u 1154 

Has taken up his abode at Louvain, and is on good terms 
with the theologians Is staying with Paludanus, nis ancient 
&iend, hut wants to find more room for his books 

1517 Sept 3. More to Erasmus u 1157 

Sends Ms Utopia (Nttsquamam nostram nmquam hem 
scnptam ad te nutto) 

1517 Sept IS Pans. Thomas Lupset to Erasmus u ii6a. 

Intends getting a new edition of More’s Utopia printed 

1517, Dec 15. London More to Erasmus u laoi 

Expects his Utopia 

1518, Mar s Louvain Erasmus to More, ii 1238 

The printers at Basle excuse their delay in the Utopia by 
reason of the preface added by Budmus [This is the third 
edition ] Has seen a French edition of the Utopia [Lupset's 
edition, pniited by GiUes de Oourmont at Pans, must mere- 
fore rank as the second in point of Ume, but is only a repnnt 
of the Louvain edition of 1316 ] 

1518. Nov [Date of the Basle edition, third m point of time, second as 
regards authorship It omits Paludanus’ letter and poem of 
the first edition, and has in addition the above mentioned 
letters from Erasmus to Frobenius, and from Budd to Lupset 
This edition therefore embodying also More’s corrections of 
the previous ^ar, is at once the most complete and most 
correct published in his lifetime ’’ 
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The 

Life, and Travels 

of 

RAPHAEL HSTTHLODAYE 


Probable or approximate dates 

Based chiefly — besides the present work — on Amengo VesAuccty Sen 
saractire, ses eents {jnime les moms authentiques)y sa msetsesnavtgaiions; 
by F A DB Varnhagen, Brazilian Minister to Peru, Chile, and Ecuador, 
&c. Lima, 1865, fol See also The Life and Voyages of Americus Ves^to- 
etus, by C E Lester and A Foster New York, 1846, 8vo 


The same Raphael Hythlodaye (for this is his name) is very well lemed in 
the Latine tongue . but profounde and excellent in the Greke tonpie . 

His patnmonye that he was home vnto, he lefte to his brethem ^or he is a 
Portugal home) ag As concerning my frendes and kynsfolke (quod he^ 
I passe not greatly for them. For I thimce I haue sufficiently doone my parte 
towardes them already p 33 

As concemyng this matter, I allow the ordinaunce of no nation so wel as 
yat which I sawe, whiles I trauailed abroade aboute the worlde, vsed in Persia 
amonge the people that commenly be called the PolylentesCPolylentael,^ 47. 
X494 Apnl The King of Spam throws open the trade and navimtion of 
the Indies to all ships taking their departure from Cadiz 
*1495 * There It e in England] I taried for the space of lui or v. 

monethes together, not longe after the insurrection, yat the 
Webterne Englishe men made agaynst their King ’ f 36 
He stays with Cardinal Morton At pp 37-S4j he gives an 
account of a tahle-talk, one day while he was m his house 
S497 May to The Florentme Amengo Vespucci [b g Mar i45x--d 2a 
Feb 1512], in the employ of the King of Spam, leaves Cadiz 
with 4 ships This, his first voyage, was chiefly about the 
X498 Oct IS Gulf of Mexico He returns to Cadiz 15 October 1498 

1499 May Vespuca— again in the service of Spam— leaves Cadiz. This 

voyage, in part with Alonzo de Hojeda and Juan de la Cosa, 
brought him to the mainland of South Amenca. 

Hythlodaye, * for the desire that he had to see, and knowe 
the taxxc Countries of the worlde, he loynedhimselfein com- 
pany with Amerike Vespuce, and in the lu last voyages of 

1500 Sept those in he continued styl in his company * p 29 

1501 May 14 Vespuca— entering the service of the long of Portugal— 

leaves Lisbon on his tkird voyage , in which he continues his 

1502 Sept 7 discoveries along the coast of Brazil He returns to Lisbon 

■*■503 May Vespucci— still m the service of the king ^ Portugal— com- 

U une ?j 10 mands a ship in a squadron of 6 ships, under Goi igalo de Coelho 
Hythloday says, “When I was determyned toentreinto 
my lui. voyage, I caste mto the shippe m me steade of mar- 
cbandise a prety fardel of bookes, bycause I intended to come 
againe rather neuer, than shortly ” — See list aip^ iig 
* Also my companion, Tncius Apinatus caned with him phi- 
sick bookes.' 119 

The squadron crossed the Ime, and on xoth Aug saw dis- 
tinctly on the horizon an island — ^which can be no other than 
Fernando de Noronha The flag-ship, of 300 tons was 
wrecked on a rock jfbar the island, but happily the crew w era 
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saved Vespucci, then 4 leagues from the island, was ordered 
to find xn it a harbour He missed the island and lost sight of 
the other ships After 8 days however, he saw a sail on the 
hozizon, which on joming proved to he one of them. Both 
vessels then returned to the island, and found the other three 
ships gone, anchored, took in wood, &c , and then set out for the 
appointed rendesuous in case of separation , Bahia, discovered 
in the previous voyage There they amved in 18 days , and 
*503 Sept , waited for 2 months and 14 days At length tired of the 4 elay, 
Oct the two commanders determmed to explore the coast ahead 
Sailing southward, they at length stopped at a port, which, 

1503 Nov (according to Vamhagen), can be no other than Cape Fno 

Here they found a quantity of dye-wood (brazil), with which 

1504 Mar they loaded their ships , during a stay of 5 months. 

Before returning, they left a little factory of 24 armed men 
1304 Apnl 3 in a fortress armed with 12 guns Then setting out, in 77 days 
1304 June 18 reached Lisbon on 18 June 1303 , bring the earliest tidings of 
either themselves or their missing consorts , which on 4 Sept. 
1304, Vespucci believed to be all Tost \,Condefisedfrom Vartt- 
hagen, 114, 115 ] 

H3rthlodaye * gotte the licence of mayster Amencke (though 
it was sore agains this wyll) to be one of the xxiiii whiche m 
the ende of the laste voyage were left in the countrye of Gulike/ 
P 30 

After the departynge of Mayster Vespuce, when he had tra- 
uailed through and aboute many Countreyes with v of his 
companions Gulikanes [i e of die above 24 one of these five 
was the above named 1 ncius Apinatus, p 119 ] P 30 
1 503- 13x0 Yf you had bene with me in U topia, and had presentlye sene 

theire fashions and lawes, as I dyd, whyche liued there v. 
yeares, and moore, and wolde neuer haue commen thence, but 
onlye to make that newe lande knowen here p 69 

Amaurote wherein I lined fiue whole yeares together- 

The Achoriens [Achom], whiche be situate ouer agaynsU 
the Hand of Utopia on the south easte side p 37 

The Macariens [Macarensu] whiche be not farre distaunt 
from Utopia P 62 

‘ The Anemolianes [Anemolii] dwell farre thence, and 

had vene htle a[c]quaintance with ’ the Utopians p loi 

The battell whiche the Utopians fought for the Nephelo 
GETES [Nephelogetae] against the Alaopolitanes [Alaopo- 
lit»] a little before oure time The Nephelogetes before 
the warre, when the Alaopolitanes flourished in wealth, wer 
nothing to be compared with them pp 13a, 133 

TheZAPOLETES [Zapoleta] This people is 500 myles from 
Utcmia eastewarde p 136 

HyUilodaye mames the aunt of Anemohus, the Poet 
Laureate of Utopia p 167 

But because among vs foure (for no mo of vs was left a hue, 
two of our i-ompanye beyng dead) there was no pnest, at 
my departure p 144 

At the last by merueylous chaunce he [Hythlodaye] amued 
in Trapobane [Ceylon] from whence he went to Caliq^uit [Cali 
cut], where he chaunced to fynde certayne of hys Countrey« 
shippes, wherein he retourned agayne to his Countreye, no 
thinge lesse then looked for p 30 

1515 *Nov SirT More meeting Hythlodaye m the doorway of Antwerp 
Cathedral, describes nun as * A man well stndcen in age, vffth 
a blacke sonneburned face, a longe bearde, and a cloke cast 
homly about his shoulders, whome, by his fauoure and apparel! 
forthwith I ludged to bee araanner ^ p ^ 

*Si6. Nov I ‘Very uncertain newes* {*) subsequently of Hythlodaye 

P> x6s 
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)n a tyme, when tidynges came too the 
citie of Cormthe that k5mg Philippe father 
to Alexander furnamed ye Great, was 
comming thethenvarde with an armie 
royall to lay fiege to the citie • The Cor- 
inthians being forth with flryken with greate feare, be- 
ganne bufilie, and eameflly to looke aboute them, and 
to falle to worke of all handes Some to ikowre and 
trymme vp harneis, fome to carry flones, fome to 
amende and buylde hygher the walles, fome to ram- 
piere and fortyfie the bulwarkes, and fortreffes, fome 
one thynge, and fome an other for the defendinge, and 
flrengthenynge of the citie. The whiche bufie labour, 
and toyle of theires when Diogenes the phylofopher 
fawe, hauing no profitable bufines whereupon to fette 
himfelf on worke (neither any man required his 
labour, and helpe as expedient for the commen wealth 
m that neceffitie) immediatly girded about him his 
phylofophicall cloke, and began to rolle, and tumble vp 
and downe hether and thether vpon the hille fyde, that 
lieth adioynmge to the citie, his great barrel or tunite, 
■wherein he dwelled : for other dwellynge place wold 
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he haue none. This feing one of his frendes, and not 
a litell mufynge tlierat, came to h3nn : And I praye 
the Diogenes (quod he) whie doeft thou thus, or what 
meaneR thou hereby? Forfothe I am tumbl5mg my 
tubbe to (quod he) bycaufe it where no reafon yat I only 
ihould be ydell, where fo many be working. In fem- 
blablg nianer, right honorable fir, though I be, as I am 
in dede, of muche leffe habilitie then Diogenes was to 
do any thinge, that lhail or may be for the auaunce- 
ment and commoditie of the publique wealth of my 
natiue countrey: yet I feing euery fort, and kynde 
of people in theire vocation, and degree bufilie occu- 
pied about the common wealthes aifaires : and efpeci- 
ally learned men dayly putting forth in ^vritmg newe 
inuentions, and deuifes to the furtheraunce of the 
fame : thought it my bounden duetie to God, and to 
my countrey fo to tumble my tubbe, I meane fo to 
occupie, and exercife mefelf in beflomng fuch fpare 
houres, as I bemge at ye becke, and commaundement 
of others, cold conueniently wmne to me felf : yat 
though no commoditie of that my labour, and trauaile 
to the publique weak fhould arife, yet it myght by this 
appeare, yat myne endeuoire, and good wille hereunto 
was not lacking To the accomplifhement therfore, 
and fulfyll3mg of this my mynde, and purpofe : I toke 
vpon me to toume, and tranllate oute of Latine into oure 
Englilhe tonge the frutefuU, and profitable boke, which 
fir Thomas more knight compiled, and made of the 
new yle Utopia, conteining and fetting forth ye beil 
flate, and fourme of a pubhque weak : A worke (as it 
appeareth) written almoll fourtie yeres ago by the faid 
fir Thomas Moie ye authour therof The whiche man, 
forafmuche as he was a man of late tyme, yea alraoft 
of thies our dayes: and for ye excellent qualities,, 
wherewith the great goodnes of God had pkntyfiiliy 
endowed him, and for ye high place, and rowme, 
wheruntohis prince had moil gracioufly called him, not- 
?b]y wel knowen, not only among vs his countremen, 
but alfo in fonein countreis and nations theifore I 
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haue not much to fpeake of him. This only I faye : 
yat it IS much to be lamented of al, and not only of vs 
Englilh men, yat a man of fo incomparable witte, of fo 
profounde knowlege, of fo abfolute learning, and of fo 
fine eloquence was yet neuertheleffe fo much blmded, 
rather with obflmacie, then with ignoraunce yat he 
could not or rather would not fee the fhming light of 
godes holy truthe in certein prmcipal pointes of Chris- 
tian religion . but did rather cheufe to perfeuer, and 
continue in his wilfull and ilubbourne obfiinacie euen 
to ye very death. This I fay is a thing much to be 
lamented But letting this matter paffe, I retourne 
again to Utopia. Which (as I faid befor) is a work not 
only for ye matter yat it conteineth fruteful and pro- 
fitable, but alfo for ye wiiters eloquent latine fliele 
pleafaunt and delectable. Which he yat readeth in 
latine, as ye authour himfelf wrote it, perfectly vnder- 
flanding ye fame : doubtles he flial take great pleafure, 
and delite both m ye fweete eloquence of ye writer, and 
alfo in ye wittie inuencion, and fine conueiaunce, or 
difpofition of ye matter but mofl of all in the good, 
and holfome leffons, which be there in great plenty, 
and aboundaunce. But nowe I feare greatly yat in 
this my fimple tranflation through my rudenes and ig- 
noraunce in our enghfh tonge all the grace and pleafure 
of ye eloquence, wherwith ye matter m latine is finely 
fet forth may feme to be vtterly excluded, and loll ; 
and therfore the frutefulnes of the matter itfelfe muche 
peraduenture dimmilhed, and appayred. For who 
knoweth not whiche knoweth any thyng, that an 
(eloquent flyele fetteth forth and highly commendeth a 
meane matter ? Where as on the other fide rude, and 
vnlearned fpeche defaceth and difgraceth a very good 
matter. According as I harde ones a wife man fay , 
A good tale euel tolde were better vntold, and an 
euell tale well tolde nedeth none other follicitour. 
This thing I well pondering and wayinge with me felf, 
and alfo knowing, and knowledging the barbarous 
.rudenes of my tranflation was fully determined neuer 
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to haue put it forth in printe, had it not bene for cer- 
tain frendes of myne, and efpecially one, whom abotie 
al other I regarded, a man of fage, and difcret witte 
and in wor[l]dly matters by long -vie well expenenced, 
whoes name is George Tadlowe : an honeil citizein of 
London, and in the fame citie well accepted, and of 
goocL reputation . at whoes requeft, and inllaunce I 
firfl toke vpon my weake, and feble Iholders ye heauie, 
and weightie bourdein of this great enterpnce. This 
man with diuers other, but this man chiefely (for he 
was able to do more with me, then many other) aftei 
that I had ones rudely brought ye worke to an ende, 
ceaffed not by al meanes poffible continualy to af 
fault me, vntil he had at ye lafle, what by ye force of his 
pitthie argumentes and llrong reafons, and what by 
hys authority fo perfuaded me, that he caufed me to 
agree and confente to the impryntynge herof He 
therfore, as the chiefe perfuadour, mufl take vpon him 
the daunger, whyche vpon this bolde, and rafhe enter- 
pryfe fhall enfue I, as I fuppofe, am herin clerely 
acquytte, and difcharged of all blame. Yet, honorable 
Syr for the better auoyding of enuyous and malycyous 
tonges, I (knowynge you to be a man, not onlye pro- 
foundely learned, and well affected towardes all fuche, 
as eyther canne, or wyll take paynes in ye well be- 
ilowing of that poore talente, whyche GOD hath en- 
dued them wyth : but alfo for youre godlye dyfpofytyon, 
and vertuous qualytyes not vnworthelye nowe placed 
in aucthorytye, and called to honoure) am the bolder 
humblye to offer and dedycate vnto youre good mayfler- 
fli 3 q)pe thys my fymple woorke. Partly that vnder the 
fauffe conducte of your protection it may the better be 
defended from the obloquie of them, whidi can fay 
well by nothing, that pleafeth not their fond, and cor- 
rupt iudgementes, though it be els both firutefull and 
godly . and partlye that by the meanes of this homely 
prefent I may the better renewe, and reuiue (which of 
laxe, as you know, 1 haue already begonne to do) yat 
old acquayntaunce, that was betwene you and me in 
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the time of our childhode, being then fcolefellowes to- 
gethers. Not doubting that you for your natiue good 
nes, and gentelnes will accept in good parte this poore 
gift, as an argument, or token, that mine old good 
wil, and hartye affection towardes you is not by reafon 
of long tract of time, and feparation of our bodies any 
thinge at all quayled and diminifhed, but rather (I 
affuer you) much augmented, and increafed. This 
verely is ye chieflfe caufe, yat hath incouraged me to 
be fo bolde with youre maiflerfhippe. Els truelye this 
my poore prefent is of fuch fimple and meane fort, 
that it is neyther able to recompenfe the leafl portion 
of your great gentelnes to me, of my part vndeferued, 
both in the time of our olde acquayntance, and alfo 
now lately again bountifully fhewed . neither yet fitte, 
and mete for the very bafenes of it to be offered to 
one fo worthy, as you be But almighty god (who 
therfore euer be thanked) hath auaunced you to fuch 
fortune, and dignity, that you be of hability to accept 
thankefully afwell a mans good will as his gift. The 
fame god graunte you and all yours long, and loyfully 
to contynue in all godlynes 
and profpeiyt}"e. 

(.'•) 
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f[ tratiiSlator to 
gentle eeaOer* 

|Hou fhalte vnderflande gentle reader that 
thoughe this worke of Utopia m Eng- 
lifh, come nowe the feconde tyme furth in 
Print, yet was it neuer my minde nor in- 
tente, that it flioulde euer haue bene Im- 
printed at all, as who for no fuch purpofe toke vpon me 
at the firfle the tranllation thereof : but did it oneiye at 
the lequefl of a frende, for his owne pi mate vfe, vpon 
hope that he wolde haue kept it fecrete to hym fell 
alone. Whom though I knew to be a man in dede, 
both very wittie, and alfo ikilful, yet was I certen, that 
m the knowledge of the Latin tonge, he was not fo well 
fene, as to be hable to ludge of the finenes or courfe- 
iies of my tranflation. Wherfore I wente the more 
deightlye through with it, propoundynge to my felfe 
therein, rather to pleafe my fayde frends ludgemente, 
then m5me owne. To the meaneffe of whofe learmnge 
I thoughte it my part to fubmit, and attemper my flile 
Lightlie therefore I ouer ran the whole worke, and in 
Ihort tyme, with more hall, then good fpede, I broughte 
it to an ende. But as the latm prouerbe fayeth . The 
hallye bitche bringeth furth blind whelpes For when 
this my worke was hnifhed, the rudenes therot Ihewed 
It to be done in pofle hafle. How be it, rude and bale 
though it were, yet fortune fo ruled the matter that to 
Impnntinge it came, and that partly againfl my wyll 
Howebeit not beinge hable in this behalfe to refill the 
pitthie perfuafions of my frendes, and perceauing ther- 
fore none other remedy, but that furth it Ihoulde : I 
comforted myfelfe for the tyme, only with tbls notable 
laying of Terence. 

Tta vita eji Itominum^ quafi quum hidas fefferis, 

St illud^ quod ejl maxume opus tadu non cadtt : 

Illud^ quod cecidit forte^ td arte vt corrigas. 

In which verfes the Poete likeneth or compareth the 
l 5 e of man to a diceplaiyng or a game at the tables : 
Mean3nage therein, if th^.t chaunce nfe not, whiche is 
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mofl for the plaiers aduauntage, that then the chaunce* 
which fortune hathe fent, ought fo connyngly to be 
played, as may be to the plaier leafl dammage. By the 
which worthy fimilitude furely the wittie Poete geueth 
vs to vnderflande, that though in any of our actes and 
doynges, (as it ofte chaunceth) we happen to fade and 
miffe of our good pretenfed purpofe, fo that the fucceffe 
and our intente proue thingesfarre odde ; yetfo we ought 
with wittie circumfpection to handle the matter, that no 
euyll or incommoditie, as farre furth as may be, and as 
in vs lieth, do therof enfue. According to the whiche 
counfell, though I am in dede in companfon of an ex- 
perte gamefler and a conning player, but averyebungler, 
yet haue I in this by chaunce, that on my fide vnwares 
hath fallen, fo (I fuppofe) behaued myfelf, that, as 
doubtles It might haue bene of me much more conn- 
ingly handled, had I forethought fo much, or doubted 
any fuch fequele at the begmnmge of my plaie : fo I am 
fuer it had bene much worfe then it is, if I had not in 
the ende loked fomwhat eamelllye to my game. For 
though this worke came not from me fo fine, fo per- 
fecte, and fo exact yat at firll, as furely for my fmale 
leming, it fhould haue done, yf I had then ment the 
publifhing therof in print: yet I trail I haue now in this 
feconde edition taken about it fuch paines, yat veryefewe 
great faultes and notable errours are in it to be founde. 
Now therfore, moll gentle reader, the meanelfe of this 
fimple tranllation, and the faultes that be thenn (as I 
feare muche there be fome) I doubt not, but thou wilt, 
in iull confideration of the premilTes, gentlye and fa* 
uourablye winke at them. So do- 
ynge thou lhalt mmiller vnto 
me good caufe to thinke 
my labour and paynes 
herein not altoge- 
thers bellowed 
in vaine. 


VALE 
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Am almofle afhamed, righte welbeloued 
Peter Giles, to fend vnto you this boke 
Utopian commen wealth, welniegh 
3, yeres fpace, whiche I am fure you 
looked for within a moneth and a halfe. 
And no marueil. For you knewe well ynough, that 
I was alreadye difbourdened of all the laboure and 
(ludye belongynge to the inuention in this worke, and 
that I had no nede at al to tiouble my braines about 
the difpofition, or conueiaunce of the matter; and 
therfore had heiein nothing els to do, but only to re- 
hearfe thofe thinges, whiche you and I togethers hard 
mailler Raphael tel and declare. Wherefore there 
was no caufe why I fhuld Rudy to fetforth the matter 
with eloquence • for afmuch as his talke could not be 
fine and eloquent, beynge firfle not lludied for, but 
fuddein and vnpremeditate, and then, as you know, of 
a man better fene in the Greke language, then in the 
latintonge. And mywri^ge,the niegher Tru.ihioueth 
It Ihould approche to his homely plaine, simphcme and 
and fimple fpeche, fomuche the niegher 
(huld it go to the trueth • which is the onelye marke, 
wherunto I do and ought to directe all my trauail and 
fludy herin. I graunte and confeffe, frende Peter, 
myfelfe difchargedof fomuche laboure, hauinge all thefe 
thinges ready done to my hande, that almoolle there 
was nothinge left for me to do Elies either the inueii- 
tion, or the difpofition of this matter myghte haue in- 
quired of a witte neither bafe, neither at all vnleamed, 
bofh fome time and leafure, and alfo fome fludie. 
But if It were requifite, aij^ neceffarie, that the matter 
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fhoulde alfo haue bene wrytten eloquentlie, and not 
alone truelye : of a fueretie that thjmge coulde I haiie 
perfourmed by no tyme nor lludye. But now feynge 
all thefe cares, flayes, and lettes were taken awaye^ 
wherin elles fo miiche laboure and fludye fhoulde 
liaue bene employed, and that there remayned no other 
Ihynge for me to do, but onelye to write pla)mielie the 
matter as I hard it fpoken : that in deede was a thynge 
lighte and eafye to be done. Howbeit to the difpatch- 
ynge of thys fo lytle bufynelfe, ray other cares and 
troubles did leaue alraoll leffe, then no leafure- 
Thcauthors Whiles I doo dayelie beAowe my time 
tussmes and aboute lawc matters . fome to pleade, fome 
lettes. heare, fome as an arbitratoure with myne 

awarde to determine, fome as an vmpier or a ludge^ 
with my fentence finallye to difcuffe. Whiles I go one 
waye to fee and vifite my frende : an other waye about 
myne owne priuat affaires. Whiles I fpende almoll al 
the day abrode emonges other, and the refidue at home 
among mine owne ; I leaue to my felf, I meane to my 
booke no time For when I am come home, I mulle 
commen with my wife, chatte with my children, and 
talke wyth my feruauntes. All the whiche thinges I 
recken and accompte amonge bufineffe, forafmuche as 
they mufte of necelTitie be done * and done mufte they 
nedes be, oneleffe a man wyll be llraunger in his owne 
houfe. And in any wyfe a man mufle fo fafliyon and 
order hys conditions, and fo appoint and difpofe him 
felfe, that he be mene, locunde, and pleafaunt amonge 
them, whom eyther nature hathe piouided, or chaunce 
hath made, or he hym felfe hath chofen to be the 
felowes, and companyons of hys life : fo that with to 
muche gentle behamoure and familiaritie, he do not 
marre them, and by to muche fufiferaunce of his fer- 
uauntes, make them his ma}^ers. Emonge thefe th3mges 
now reheaifed, flealeth awaye the daye, the nioneth, 
the yeare. When do I write then ? And all this while 
haue I fpoken no worde of flepe, neyther yet of meate,. 
which emong a great numbq^ doth wall no leffe tyme. 
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then doeth flepe, wherein almolle halfe the life tyme 
of man crepeth awaye. I therefore do wynne gj^p^ 

and get onelye that tyrae, whiche I Ileale from great wasters 
flepe and meate. Whiche tyme becaufe 
It IS very litle, and yet fomwhat it is, therfore haue I 
ones at the lafle, though e it be longe firfl, finiflied 
Utopia ; and haue fent it to you, frende Peter, to reade 
and perufe : to the intente that yf anye thynge haue 
efcaped me, you might put me in remembraunce of it* 
For thoughe in this behalfe I do not greatlye miflrufle 
my felfe (whiche woulde God I were fomwhat in wit 
and leammge, as I am not all of the worfle and dullefl 
memorye) yet haue I not fo great trufle and confidence 
in it, that I thinke nothinge coulde fall out of my 
mynde. For John Clement my boye, who j . ^ 
as you know was there prefente with vs, ° 
whomelfufFerto be awaye frome no talke, wherein maye 
be any profyte or goodnes (for oute of tins yonge bladed 
and new fliotte vp come, whiche hathe alreadye begon 
to fprmg vp both in Latin and Greke learnyng, I loke 
for plentifull increafe at length of goodly rype grayne) 
he I faye hathe broughte me into a greate doubte. 
For wheras Hythlodaye (oneleffe my memorye fayle 
me) fayde that the bndge of Amaurote, whyche goethe 
ouer the nuer of Anyder is fyue hundreth pafeis, that 
is to faye, halfe a myle in len^he- my lohn fayeth that 
two hundred of thofe pafeis mufle be plucked away, 
for that the ryuer conteyneth there not aboue three 
hundreth pafeis in breadthe, I praye you hartelye call 
the mattei to youre remembraunce For yf you agree 
wyth hym, I alfo wyll faye as you faye, and confeffe 
myfelfe deceaued. But if you cannot remember the 
thing, then furelye I wyll write as I haue done, and as 
myne owne remembraunce femeth me. For as I wyll 
take good hede, that there be in my booke nothing 
falfe, so yf there be anye thynge doubte- Adiuersitie 
full, I wyll rather tell a lye, then make a ^ and 

he . bycaufe I had rather be good, then telling a 
wilie. Howebeit thys matter maye eafelye be remedied 
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yf you wyll take the paynes to afke the queflion of 
Raphael him felfe by woorde of mouthe, if he be nowe 
with you, or elles by youre letters. Whiche you mufle 
nedes do for an other doubte alfo, that hathe chaunced, 
throughe whofe faulte I cannot tel . whether through 
In what parte mine, or youTS, or Raphaels For neyther 
i7t?*iaTtand remcmbred to enquire of him, Ror he 
* to tel vs in what part of the newe world 
knowen Utopia is fituate The whiche thinge, I 
had rather haue fpent no fmall fomme of money, then 
that It fhould thus haue efcaped vs • afwell for that I 
am afhamed to be ignoraunt in what fea that ylande 
flandeth, wherof I wnte fo long a treatife, as alfo 
becaufe there be with vs certen men, and efpeciallie 
It IS thoughte one vertuous and godly man, and a pro- 
hLe°Tv?fm. feffom^ of dminitie, who is exced5mge defier- 
lediymenttiie ous to go vnto Utopia: not for a vayne 
and curious defyre to fee newes, but to the 
don in Surrey intcnte he mayc further and mcreafe oure 
religion, whiche is there alreadye luckelye begonne 
And that he maye the better accomplyfiie and per- 
founne this hys good mtente, he is mynded to procure 
that he maye be fente thether by the hieghe ByAoppe : 
yea, and that he himfelfe may be made Bifhoppe of 
Utopia, beynge nothynge fcrupulous herein, that he 
mulle obteyne this B5dhopricke with fuete. For he 
counteth that a godly fuete, which pro* 
A god y suetc defire of honoure or lucre, 

but onelie of a godlie zeale. Wherfore I mofle ear* 
neRly defire you,frende Peter, to talke with Hythlodaye, 
yf you can, face to face, or els to wiyte youre letters 
to hym, and fo to woorke in thys matter, that in this 
my booke there maye neyther anye thinge be founde, 
whydie is vntrue, neyther any thinge be lacking, whiche 
is trae. And I thynke verelye it lhalbe well done, 
that you Ihewe vnto him the book it felfe For yf I 
haue m3dred orfayled in anye poynte, or if anye faulte 
haue efcaped me, no man can fo well correcte aisfd 
amende it, as he can : and yet that can he not do. 
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oneles he perufe, and reade oner my booke written. 
Moreouer by this meanes fhall you perceaue, whether 
he be well wyllynge and content, that I Ihoulde vnder- 
take to put this woorke in wnt3mg. For if he be 
mynded to publylhe, and put forth his owne laboures, 
and trauayles himfelfe, perchaunce he woulde be lothe, 
and fo woulde I alfo, that in publifhynge tlie Utopiane 
weak publyque, I Ihoulde preuent him, and take frome 
him the flower and grace of the noueltie of this his 
hiflone. Howbeit, to faye the veiye trueth, I am not yet 
fullye determined with my felfe, whether I will put furth 
my booke or no For the natures of men be fo diuersy 
the phantafies of fome fo waywarde, their ^he vnkynd« 
myndes fo vnkynde, their iudgementes fo ludgementes ot 
corrapte, that they which leade a mene and 
a iocounde lyfe, folowynge theyr owne fenfuall pleafures 
and camall lulles, maye feme to be in a muche better 
flate or cafe, then they that vexe and vnquiete them- 
felues with cares and fludie for the puttinge forthe and 
pubhlhynge of fome thynge, that maye be either 
profeit or pleafure to others : whiche others neuerthe* 
ies will difdamfully, fcomefully, and vnkmdly accepte 
the fame. The moofl part of al be vnlearned. And 
a greate number bathe leammg m contempte The 
rude and barbarous alloweth nothing, but that which 
is verie barbarous in dede. If it be one that hath a 
little linacke of leamynge, he reiecteth as homely geare 
and commen ware, whatibeuer is not Huffed full of olde 
moughteaten termes, and that be wome out of vfe. 
Some there be that haue pleafure onelye in olde ruflie 
antiquities. And fome onehe in their owne doynges. 
One is fo fowre, fo crabbed, and fo vnpleafaunte, that 
he can awaye with no myrthe nor fporte. An other is 
fo narrowe betwene ye fhulders, that he can beare no 
iefles nor tauntes. Some feli poore foules be fo afearde 
that at euerye fnappifhe woorde their nofe fliall be 
bitten of, that they flande in no lefle drede of euerye 
qufeke and fharpe woorde, than he that is bitten of a 
madde dogge feareth water. Some be fo mutable and 
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wauerynge. that euery houre they be in a nevve mynd^ 
fayinge one thinge fyttinge, and an other thynge fland- 
ynge. An other foite fytteth vpon their allebencheis^ 
and there amonge their cuppes they geue ludgement 
of the Wittes of writers, and with greate authorise they 
condempne euen as pleafeth them, euerye wnter accord- 
ynge to his wntinge, in molle fpitefull maner mockynge, 
lowtinge, and flowtinge them ; beyng them felues in the 
meane feafon fauffe, and as fayeth the prouerbe, oute 
of all daunger of gonnefhotte. For why, they be fo 
fmugge and fmothe, that they haue not fo much as one 
hearre of an honeile man, wherby one may take holde 
of them. There be moreouer fome fo vnkynde and 
vngentle, that thoughe they take great pleafure, and de- 
lectation in the worke, yet for all that, they can not 
fynde in their hertes to loue the Author therof, nor to 
aforde him a good woorde : beynge much like vncour- 
teous, vnthan&ull, and chourlifh gelles. Whiche when 
A fitte Sinu- ^i^-ue With good and daintie meates 

Utude ^ell fylled theire bellyes, departe home, 

geuyug no thankes to the feafle maker. Go your wayes 
now, and make a cofllye feafle at youre owne charges 
for gefles fo dayntie mouthed, fo diuers in tafle, and be- 
fides that of fo vnk)mde andvnthankfull natures. But ne- 
uertheles (frende Peter) doo, I pray you, with Hithlo- 
day, as I willed you before And as for this matter I fhall' 
be at my libertie, afterwardes to take newe aduifenient. 
Howbeit, feeyng I haue taken great paynes and laboure 
in wntyng the matter, if it mayflandewithhis mynde and 
pleafure, I wyll as touchyng the edition or publifnyng ot 
thebooke, followe the couiifell and aduife of my frendes, 
and fpeciallye yours. Thus fare you well right her- 
tely beloued frende Peter, with 
your gentle wife : and loue 
me as you haue euer done, 
for I loue you better 
then euer I 
dyd. 
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'Booftc of ttje communication of 

iJapijael JUBtljlotfag, concerngns 
tlje tieist %tBXt af a contmen toe It^* 

He molle victorious and triumphant 
Kyng of Englande Heniy^e the 
eyght of that name, in al roial 
vertues, a Prince moil pereleffe^ 
hadde of late in controuerfie with 
Charles, the right highe andmightye 
Kyng of Callell, weighty matters, 
and of great importaunce. For 
the debatement and final determination wherof, the 
kmges Maiefty fent me Ambaffadour into Flaunders^ 
loyned m Conimiffion with Cuthbert Tun- cuthbert 
flail, a man doutleffe out of companfon, Tunstaii. 
and whom the Kynges Maieflie of late, to the great 
reio3dynge of all men, dyd preferre to the office of 
Maifler of the Polles. 

But of this mannes prayfes I wyll faye nothyng, not 
bicaufe I doo feare that fmall credence fhalbe geuen 
to the teflimonye that cometh out of a frendes mouthe * 
but bicaufe his vertue and lemyng be greater, and of 
more excellency, then that I am able to praife them * 
and alfo in all places fo famous and fo perfectly well 
knowne, that they neede not, nor oughte not of me to 
bee pra)rfed, vnlefie I woulde feeme to fhew, and fet- 
furth the brightnes of the fonne with a candell, as the 
Prouerbe faieth There mette vs at Bruges (for thus 
it^vas before agreed) thei whom their Prince hadde for 
that matter appoynted Commiflioners : excellent men 
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all. The chiefe and the head of theym was the Mare- 
graue (as thei call him) of Bruges, a right honorable man * 
but the wifefl and the befl fpoken of them was George 
Temfice, prouoll of Caffelfes, a man, not only by lern- 
yng, but alfo by nature of fingular eloquence, and in 
the lawes profoundly learned: but in reafonynge, and 
debatyng of matters what by his naturall witte, and 
what by daily exercife, furely he hadde few fellowes. 
After that we had once or twife mette, and vpon cer- 
tayne poyntes or articles coulde not fully and throughly 
agree, they for a certa3me fpace tooke their leaue of vs, 
and departed to Bruxelle, there to know their Princes 
pleafure. I in the meane time (for fo my bufines laye) 
wente ftreighte thence to Antwerpe. Whiles I was 
there abidynge, often times amonge other, but whiche 
to me was more welcome then annye other, dyd vifite 

Peter G les Peter Giles, a Citifen of Antwerpe, 

eter yics ^ countrey of honefl repu- 

tation, and alfo preferred to high promotions, worthy 
truly of the hyghefl. For it is hard to fay, whether the 
yong man be in leamyng, or m honeflye more excel- 
lent For he is bothe of wonderfull vertuous condi- 
tions, and alfo fmgularly wel learned, and towardes all 
fortes of people excedyng gentyll: But towardes his 
frendes fo kynde herted, fo louyng, fo faithfull, fo truf- 
tye, and of fo eameil affection, that it were verye harde 
in any place to fynde a man, that with him in all poyntes 
of frendlhippe maye be compared. No man can be 
more lowlye oi courteous. No man vfeth leffe fimula- 
tion or diffiraulation, in no man is more prudent fim- 
plicitie. Belides this, he is in his talke and communi- 
cation fo merye and pleafaunte, yea and that withoute 
harme, that throughe his gentyll intertaynement, and 
his fweete and delectable communication, in me was 
greatly abated, and dimimfhed the feruente def3a*e, that 
I had to fee my natiue countrey, my wyfe and my chyl- 
dren, whom then I dyd muche longe and couete to fee, 
becaufe that at that time I had been more then. iui. 
Honethes from them. Vpoq a certayne daye when X 
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hadde herde the diuine femice in our Ladies Churche, 
which is the fa3n:efl, the mofl gorgeous and curious 
Churche of buyldyng in all the Citie, and alfo mod fre- 
quented of people, and the feniice beynge doone, was 
readye to go home to my lodgynge, I chaunced to es- 
pye this forefayde Peter talkynge with a certa3me 
Straunger, a man well dricken in age, with a blacke 
fonneburned face, a longe bearde, and a cloke cad 
homly about his fhoulders, whome, by his fauoure and 
apparell furthwith I ludged to bee a manner. But the 
fayde Peter feyng me, came vnto me, and faluted me. 

And as I was aboute to anfwere him fee you this man, 
fayth he (and therewith he poynted to the man, that I 
fawe hym talkynge with before) I was m3mded, quod 
he, to br3nige him drayghte home to you. 

He diould haue ben very welcome to me, fayd I, 
for your fake. 

Nay (quod he) for his O'wne fake, if you knewe him • 
for there is no man thys day liu5mg, that can tell you 
offo manye draunge and vnknowen peoples, and Coun- 
treyes, as this man can. And I know wel that you be 
very defirous to heare of fuche newes. 

Then I coniectured not farre amiffe (quod I) for 
euen at the fird fyght, I ludged him to be a mariner. 

Naye(quodhe)thereyeweregreatlydeceyued:hehath 
failed in deede, not as the manner Palinure, but as the 
experte and prudent prince Vliffes : Y ea, rather as the aun- 
cicntandfagePhilofopher Plato Forthisfame Raphaeii 
Raphaell Hythlodaye (for this is his name) is Hithiodaye 
very well leraed in the Latine tongue . but profounde 
and excellent in the Greke language. Whenn he euer 
bedowed more dudye then m the Latine, bycaufe he 
had geuen himfelfe wholy to the dudy of Philofophy. 
Wherof he knew that ther is nothyng extante in Latine, 
that is to anye purpofe, fauynge a fewe of Senecaes, 
and Ciceroes dooynges His patrimonye that he was 
bopie vnto, he lefte to his brethern (for he is a Portu- 
gal! borne) and for the defire that he had to fee, and 
knowe the farre Countreyes of the worlde, he ioyned 
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himfelfe in company with Amerike Vefpuce, and in 
the 111, lall voyages of thofe. iiii. that be nowe in 
pnnte, and abiode in euery mannes handes, he con- 
tinued ilyll in his company, fauyng that m the lafl voy- 
age he came not home aga 5 nie with him. For he made 
fuche meanes and fhift, what by mtretaunce, and what 
by importune fute, that he gotte licence of mayller 
Amencke (though it were fore againfl his wyll) to be 
one of the. xxiiii whiche in the ende of the lail voyage 
were left m the countrey of Gulike He was therefore 
leftebehynde for hys m3nide fake, as one that tookemore 
thoughte and care for trauailyng, then dyenge hauyng 
euflomably m his mouth thefe faiynges. He that hathe 
no graue, is couered with the flcye and, the way to 
heauen out of all places is of like length and diflaunce. 
Which fantafy of his (if God had not ben his better 
frende) he had furely bought full deare But after the 
departynge of Ma)r{ler Vefpuce, when he had trauailed 
thorough and aboute many Countreyes with. v. of his 
companions Gulikianes, at the lafl by merueylous 
chaunce he arriued in Taprobane, from whence he went 
to Caliquit, where he chaunced to fynde certayne of 
hys Countreye Ihippes, wherein he retoumed agayne 
into his Countreye, nothynge leffe then looked for 
All this when Peter hadde toldeme: I thanked him for 
his gentle kindneffe, that he had vouchfafed to brynge me 
to tlie fpeache of that man, whofe communication: he 
thoughte Ihoulde be to me pleafaunte, and acceptable. 
And therewith I toumed me to Raphael!. And 
when wee hadde haylfed eche other: and had fpoken 
thefe commune woordes, that bee cuflomablye fpoken at 
the firCl meting, and acquaintaunce of flraungers, we 
went thence to my houfe, and there in my gardaine 
vpon a bench couered with greene tomes, we fatte 
downe talkyng together There he tolde vs, how that 
after the deparlyng of Vefpuce, he and his fellowes 
that taxied beh5nide in Gulicke, began by litle and litle, 
throughe fayre and gentle fpeache, to wynne the Sue 
and fauoure of the people of that countreye, mfomuche 
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that within Ihorte fpace, they dyd dwell amonges them, 
not only harmlefle, but alfo occupiyng \vith them verye 
familiarly. He tolde vs alfo, that they were in high 
reputation and fauour with a certayne great man 
(whofe name and Countreye is nowe quite out of my 
remembiaunce) which of his mere iiberahtie dyd beare 
the coiles and charges of him and his fyue companions. 
And befides that gaue theim a tniflye guyde to con- 
ducte them m their loumey (which by water was in 
botes, and by land m wagons) and to brynge theim to 
other Princes with verye frendlye commendations. 
Thus after manye dayes loumeys, he fayd, they founde 
townes, and Cities, and weale publiques, full of people, 
gouemed by good and holfome lawes For vnder the 
line equinoctiall, and on bothe fydes of the fame, as 
farre as the Sonne doth extende his courfe, lyeth (quod 
he) great, and wyde delertes and wildemeffes, parched, 
burned, and dryed vp with continuall and intollerable 
heate. All thynges bee hideous, terrible, lothefome, 
and vnpleafaunt to beholde. All th}mges out of faf- 
fyon, and comelineffe, inhabited withe wylde Beafles, 
and Serpentes, or at the leafle vyfe, with people, that 
be no lefle fauage, wylde, and noyfome, then the verye 
beafles theim felues be. But a little farther beyonde 
that, all thynges beginne by litle and lytle to waxe plea- 
faunte. The ayre fofte, temperate and, gentle The 
grounde couered with grene grafie. Leffe wildneffe in 
the beafles. At the laft fhall ye come agayne to people, 
cities and townes wherein is continuall entercourfe and 
occupiyng of meichaundife and chafFare, not only 
among themfelues, and with theire Borderers, but alfo 
with Merchauntes of farre Countreyes, bothe by lande 
and water. There I had occafion (fayd he) to go to 
many countreyes on euery fyde. For there was no 
fliippe ready to any voyage or loumey, but I and my 
fellowes were into it very gladly receyued. shippes of 
The fhippes that tliei founde firfl were straungefassions 
made playn, flatte, and broade in the botome, trough 
wife. The fayles were- made of great ruffhes, or of 
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wickers, and in fome places of lether. Afterwarde thei 
founde fhippes with ridged kyeles : and fayles of can- 
uaffe, yea, and ihortly after hauyng all th)niges lyke 
cures The fhipmen alfo very experte and cunn3n)ge, 
bothe in the fea, and in the wether. But he faide, that 
he founde great fauoure and frendlhip amonge them, 
for teachynge them the feate and the vfe 

e o es one ftone. Whiche to them before 

that time was vnknowne. And therfore they were 
wonte to be verye timerous and fearfull vpon the fea: 
Nor to venter vpon it, but only in thefomer time. But 
nowe they haue fuche a confidence in that flone, that 
they feare not flormy winter: in fo dooynge farther 
from care then daunger, In fo muche, that it is greatly 
to be doubted, left that thyng, throughe their owne 
folifh hardmelie, lhall toume them to euyll and harme, 
which at the fiift was fuppofed fhoulde be to them good 
and commodious. 

But what he tolde vs that he fawe in euerye 
countreye where he came, it were very longe to 
declare. Neither it is my purpofe at this time to 
make reherfall therof. But peraduenture in an other 
place I wyll fpeake of it, chiefly fuche thynges as fhall 
be profitable too bee knowen, as in fpeciall be thofe 
decrees and ordmaunces, that he marked to be well 
and Witt ely prouided and enacted amonge fuche peoples, 
as do hue together in a ciuile policye, and good ordre. 
For of fuche thynges dyd wee bufelye enquire, and de- 
maunde of him, and he likewife very willingly tolde vs 
of the fame. But as for monfters, bycaufe they be no 
newes, of them we were nothyng inquifitiue. For no- 
thyng is more eafye to bee founde then bee barkynge 
Scyllaes, rauen)mg Celenes, and Leftrigones deuourers 
of people, and fuche lyke great, and incredible monfters. 
But to fynde Citifens ruled by good and holfome lawes, 
that is an exceding rare, and harde thyng. But as he 
marked many fonde, and foliffhe lawes m thofe newg 
founde landes, fo he reherfed diuers actes, and confti- 
tutions, whereby thefe oure Cfttes, Nations, Countreis, 
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and Kyngdomes may take example to amende their 
fahltes, enormities and errours ^Mierof in another 
place (as I fayde) I wyll mtreate. 

Now at this time I am determined to leheife onely 
that he tolde vs of the maners, cuflomes, lawes, and 
ordinaunces of the Utopians. But fiiil I wyll repete 
cure former communication by th[e] occafion, and (as 
I might faye) the dnfte wherof, he was brought into 
the mention of that weale publique 

For, when Raphael had very prudentlye touched 
diuers thynges, that be amilTe, fome here, and fome 
there, yea, very many on bothe partes, and againe had 
fpoken of fuche wife lawes, and prudente decrees, as 
be ellablifhed, and vfed, bothe here amonge vs, and 
alfo there amonge theym, as a man fo perfecte, and 
experte m the lawes, and cutlomes of euery feuerafl 
Countiey, as though into what place foeuer he came 
<j:eaflwife, there he had ledde al his life then Peter 
."nuche meruailynge at the man * Surely mailler Raphael 
(quod he) I wondre greatly, why you gette you not 
into fome kinges courte. For I am fure, there is no 
Prince liuyng, that wold not be very glad of you, as a 
man not only hable highly to delite him with your pro- 
founde learnjmg, and this your knowlege of countreis, 
and peoples, but alfo mete to milructe him with exam- 
ples, and helpe him with counfell And thus doyng, you 
(hall bryng your felfe in a very e good cafe, and alfo be 
of habilitie to helpe all your frendes and kinlfolke. 

As concernyng my frendes and kynffolke (quod he) I 
paffe not greatly for them. For I thmke I haue fuffici- 
ently doone my parte towardes them already For thefe 
thynges, that other men doo not departe from, vntyl 
they be olde and fycke, yea, whiche they be then verye 
lothe to leaue, when they canne no longer keepe, thofe 
very fame thynges dyd I beyng not only luflye, and in 
good helth, but alfo m the fioure of my youth, diuide 
among my frendes and kynffolkes. Which I thynke 
with this my hberalitie ought to bolde them contented, 
and not to requite nor to ioke that befydes this, I ihoulde 



34 tjcofee 

for their fakes geue myfelfe in bondage vnto Kinges. 

Nay, Godforbyd that (quod Peter) it is notte mymynde 
that you fhoulde be in bondage to Kynges, but as a 
retainour to them at your pleafure. Whiche furely 1 
thinke is the nighefl waye that you can deuife howe to 
beflowe your time frutefully, not onlye for the priuate 
commoditie of your firendes, and for the general! profite 
of allfoites of people, but alfo for th[e] adiiauncement of 
your felf to a much welthier flate, and condition, tiien 
you be nowe in. 

To a welthier condition (quod Raphael) by that meanes, 
that my mynde flandeth cleane agaynfl ? Now I lyue at 
libertie after myne owne mynde and pleafure, whiche I 
thynke veiye fewe of thefe great flates, and pieres of real- 
mes can faye Y ea, and therebe ynow of them that fuefor 
great mensfrendefhippes. and therfore thinke it no great 
hurte,iftheyhauenotme,nor iii. or.iiii fucheotheraslam. 

Well, I perceiue playnly frende Raphael (quod I) that 
you be defirous neither of ncheffe, nor of power. And 
truly I haue m no leffe reuerence and eflimation a man of 
your mynde, then anye of theim all that bee fo high in 
power and authontie. But you fhall doo as it becometh 
you ; yea, and accordyng to this wifdome, to this high and 
free courage of yours, if you can finde in your herte fo 
to appoynt and difpofe your felfe, that you mai applye 
your Witte and diligence to the profite of the weale pub- 
lique, thoughe it be fomewhat to youre owne payne and 
h)mdraunce. And this lhall you neuer fo wel doe, nor 
wyth fo greate proffitte perfourme, as yf you be of fome 
greate princes counfel, and put into his heade (as I 
doubte not but you wyl) honefle opinions, and vertuous 
perfuafions. For from the pnnce, as from a perpetual 
wel fpr3mge, commethe amonge the people the fioode 
of al that IS good or euell. But in you is fo perfitte 
lemynge, that wythoute anye experience, and aga3nie 
fo greate expenence, that wythoute anye lernynge 
you raaye well be any kinges counfellour. 

You be twyfe deceaued maifler More (quod he) fyrfle 
in me, and agayne in the thinge it felfe. Foi neither is in 
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me theliabilityethatj^ou force vponme,andyfitweriieuer 
fo much, yet m difquietiiig myne owne quietnes I (hould 
siothmg further the weale publique. For firfl of all, the 
mofte parte of all princes haue more delyte m warlike 
matters, and feates of chiualne (ye knowlege wherof I 
neither haue nor defire) than in the good feates of peace • 
and employe muche more fludy, how by right or b} 
wrong to enlarge their dominions, than howe 'vvel, and 
peaceablie to rule, and goueme that they haue alredie. 
Moreouer, they that be counfellours to kmges, eueiy one 
of them eyther is of him felfe fo wife in dede, that he 
nedeth not, or elles he thmketh himfelf fo wife, yat he 
wil not allowe an other mans counfel, fauing that they 
do lhamefully, and flattenngly geue alfent to the fond 
and folilhe fayinges of certeyn great men. Wliofe fau- 
ours, bicaufe they be in high au&ontie with their pnnce, 
by affentation and flattene they labour to obteyne And 
verily it is naturally geuen to all men to elleme their 
owne muentions befl So both the Rauen and the Ape 
thmcke their owne yonge ones fairefl Than if a man 
infuch a company, where fome difdayne and haue defpite 
at other mens muentions, and fome counte then owne 
befl, if among fuche menne (I fay) a man Ihould bnnge 
furth any thinge, that he hath redde done m tymes 
palle, or that he hath fene done in other places theie 
the heaiers, fare as though the whole exiflimation of 
dieirwifdome were in leoperdye to be ouerthrowen, and 
that euer after thei fhoulde be counted for verye dif- 
■erdes, vnles they could in other mens inuentions pycke 
out matter to reprehend, and find fault at 
If all other poore helpes fayle ; then this is 
their extreame refuge. Thefe thmges (fay they) pleafed 
our forefathers and aunceHours : wolde God w^e coulde 
be fo wife as thei were : and as though thei had wittely 
concluded the matter, and with this anfwere Hopped 
eiiery mans mouth, thei fitte downe againe. As who 
fliould fai, it were a very daungerous matter, if a man 
in, any pointe Ihould be founde wifer, then his fore- 
fathers were. And yet bee we content to fuifre the 
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befl and wdttiefl of their decrees to lye vn executed: but 
if in any thing a better ordre might haue ben taken, 
then by them was, there we take fail hold, findyng 
therm many faultes Manye tymes haue I chaunced vp- 
Parciai ludge- Oil fuch proude, Icude, ouerthwarte, and way- 
«ientes ^ wardemdgementes,y ea,and once inEngland: 

I prai you Syr (quod I) haue you ben m our countrey? 

Yea forfoth (quod he) and there I taned for the 
fpace of nil on v. monethes together, not longe after 
the infurrection, yat the Weilerne Englifh men made 
agaynll their K3nig, which by their owne miferable and 
pitiful daughter was fuppreffed and ended In the 
meane feafon I was muche bounde and beholdynge to 
Cardinal! the Hglite reueiende father, Ihon Morton, 
Morton Archebifliop and Cardinal of Canterbuiy, 
and at that time alfo lorde Chauncelloure of Englande : 
a man Ma3dler Peter (for Mayder More knoweth already 
that I w}dl faye) not more honorable for his authorise, 
then for Ins pmdence and veitue. He was of a meane 
datuie, and though flncken in age, yet bare he his 
bodye vpnght In his face did Ihme fuch an amiable 
reuerence, as was pleafaunte to beholde, Gentill in 
communication, yet earned, and fage He had great 
delite manye times with roughe fpeache to his fewters, 
to proue, but withoute harme, what prompte witte, and 
what bolde fpirite were in eueiy man. In the which 
as in a vertue much agreinge with his nature, fo that 
therewith were not loyned impudency, he toke greate 
delectatyon. And the fame perfon, as apte and mete 
to haue an adminidratyon in the weale piiblique, he dyd 
louingly embrace. In his fpeche he was fyne, eloquent, 
and pytthye. In the lawe he had profounde knowledge, 
in Witte he was incomparable, and in memory wonderful 
exceilente. Thefe qualityes, which in hym were by 
nature fmgular, he by leamynge and vfe had made per- 
fecte. The Kynge put muche trude in his counfel, the 
weale publyque alfo in a maner leaned vnto h3mi, 'when 
I was there. For euen in the chiefe of his youth ^he 
was taken from fchole into the Courte, and there pafied 
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all his tyme in much trouble and bufines, beyng con- 
tinually tumbled and toffed in the wanes of dyuers rays- 
fortunes and aduerfities. And fo by many and greate 
daungers he lerned the experience of the worlde, whiche 
fo bemge learned can not eafely be forgotten. It 
chaunced on a certayne daye, when I fate at his table, 
there was alfo a certayne laye man cunnynge in the lawes 
of youre Realme. Who, I can not tell wherof takynge 
occafion, began diligently and eameflly to prayfe that 
ilrayte and rygorous luflice, which at that tyme was 
there executed vpon fellones, who as he fayde, were for 
the moll parte, xx. hanged together vpon one gallowes 
And, fe5nig fo fewe efcaped punylhement, he fayde he 
coulde notchufe, but greatly wonder and maruel, howe 
and by what euil luckeit fhold fo come to paffe, that theues 
neuertheles were m euery place fo ryffe and fo lancke. 
Naye Syr quod I (for I durft boldely fpeake 
my mmde before the Cardinal) maruel no- made accord 
thmgehereat* for this punylhment of theues 
paffeth the limites of luflice, and is alfo very hurtefuli 
to the weale pubhque For it is to extreame and cruel 
a punifhment for thefte, and yet not fufhcient to refrayne 
and withhold men from thefte For fimple thefte is not 
fo great an offenfe, that it owght to be pumlhed with 
death N either ther is any punifhment fo homble, that it 
can kepe them fiom flealynge, which haue no other craft, 
wherby to get their Immg, Therfore in this poynte, 
not you onlye, but alfo the moR part of the world, be 
like euyll fcholemaillers, which be readyer to beate, 
then to teache, their fcholers. For great and homble 
pumfhmentes be appointed for theues By what mea- 
whereas much rather prouifion fhould haue 
ben made, that there were fome meanes, uesandrobber? 
whereby they myght get their liuyng, fo that no 
man fhoulde be dryuen to this extreme neces- 
fitie. firfle to fleale, and then to dye. Yes (quod he) 
this matter is wel ynough prouided for already There 
be Tandy craftes, there is hufbandrye to gette theii 
liuynge by if they would not willingly be nought 
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May, quod I, you fliall not Ikape fo : for firfl of all, 1 
wyll fpeake nothynge of them, that come home oute of 
the warres, ma 3 niied and lame, as not longe a go, oute 
of Blacke heath fielde, and a litell before that, out of 
the warres in Fraunce . fuche, I faye, as put their Hues 
in leoperdy e for the weale publiques or the kynges fake, 
and by reafon of weakeneile and lameneffe be not liable 
to occupye their olde craftes, and be to aged to leme 
new of them I wyll fpeake nothing, forafmuch as 
warres haue their ordmane recourfe. But let vs con- 
idienesse the thofc thinges that chauncc daily before 

mother of our eyes. Fuft there is a great numbre of 
theues gentlemen, which can not be content to 

hue idle themfelfes, lyke dorres, of yat whiche other haue 
laboured for : their tenauntes I meane, whom they polle 
and lhaue to the quicke, by reifyng their 
thTwm^'theck^ rentes (for this onlye poynte of frugalitie 
ed for Rent- do they vfe, men els through their lauaCfe 
tsisyns prodigall fpendynge, hable to brynge 

theymfelfes to verye beggerye) thefe gentlemen, I fay, do 
not only hue in idleneffe themfelfes, but alfo carrye about 
Of Idle seru- them at their tailes a great flocke or 
yng men come trainc of idle and loyterynge feruyngmen, 
theues which ncuer learned any craft wherby to 

gette their liuynges Thefe men as fone as their may- 
llei is dead, or be ficke themfelfes, be incontinent 
thrull out of dores For gentlemen hadde rather keepe 
idle perfones, thenlicke men, and many times the dead 
mans heyre is not hable to mamteine fo great a houfe, 
and kepe fo many feruing men as his father dyd. Then 
in the meane feafon they that be thus deflitute of feruice, 
either flame for honger, or manfiillye playe the theues. 
For what would you haue them to do ? When they 
haue wandred abrode fo longe, vntyl they haue wome 
threde bare their apparell, and alfo appaired their helth, 
then gentlemen becaufe of their pale and fickely faces, 
and patched cotes, wil not take them into femice. And 
hufbandmen dare not fet them aworke: Know^ge 
wel ynoughe that he is noting mete to doe trewe and 
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fa5rthful leruice to a poore man \vyth a fpade and a 
mattoke for fmall wages and hard fare, whyrhe beynge 
deyntely and tenderly pampered vp in ydilnes and plea- 
fure, was wont with a fworde and a buckler by hys fyde 
to lette through the flrete with a braggmge loke, and 
to thynke hyin felfe to good to be anye mans mate. 
Naye by faynt Mary fir (quod the lawier) not fo. For 
this kmde of men mufle we make mofle of. For in them 
as men of flowter flomackes, bolder fpirites, and man- 
lyer courages then handycraftes men and plowemen be, 
doth confiile the whole powre, flrength, and pmffaunce 
of ouie army, when we mufle fight in battayle Forfothe 
fir afwell you myghte faye (quod I) yat for warres fake 
you mufle cheryfhe theues For fuerly you fhall neuer 
lacke theues, whyles you haiie them No nor theues 
be not the mofl falfe and faynt harted fol- sol- 

diers, nor fouldioursbe not the cowardlefle diers and theues 
theues • fo wel thees, ii. craftes agree toge- »''crsme 
then But this faulte, though it be much vfed amonge 
you, yet is it not peculiar to you only, but commen alio 
almofle to all nations Yet Fraunce befides this is 
troubled and infected with a much forer plage The 
whole loyalme is fylled and befieged with hiered foul- 
diours in peace tyme (yf that bee peace) whyche be 
brought in vnder the fame colour and pretenfe, that 
hath perfuaded you to kepe thefe ydell feniynge men. 
For thies wyfefooles and verye archedoltes thought the 
wealthe of the whole couiitrey herin to conlifl, if there 
were euer in a redinefle a flronge and fure garrifon, 
fpecially of old practifed fouldiours, for they put no trufl 
at all in men vnexercifed. And therfore they mufl be 
forced to feke for warre, to the ende thei may euer haue 
practifed fouldiours, and cunnyng raanfleiers, lefl that 
(as it is pretely fayde of Salufl) their handes and their 
mindes through idlenes or lacke of exercife, fiiould 
waxe dul. But howe pemitious and peflilenet a thyng 
it ^is to maintayne fuche beafles, the Frenche men, 
by their owne harmes haue learned, and the examples 
of the Romaynes, Carth^iniens, S3mens, and of man- 
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ye other countrey es doo nianifeflly declare. For not 
whatincon- Empire, but alfo the fieldes and 

uenieiices com- Cities of all thefe, by diuers occafions haue 
tmuaSg'Sl- ouerrunned and dellroyed of their 

sons of soul- owne armies before hande had m a redinclTe. 
diours vnneceffary a thmge this is, 

hereby it maye appeare: that the Frenche fouldiours, 
which from their youth haue ben practifed and inured 
in feates of armes, do not cracke nor aduaunce them- 
felfes to haue veiy often gotte tlie vpper hand and 
maiftry of your new made and vnpractifed fouldiours. 
But in this poynte I wyll not vfe many wooides, lefle 
perchaunce I maye feeme to flatter you. No nor thofe 
fame handy crafte men of yours m Cities, nor yet the 
rude and vplandifh plowmen of the countreye, are not 
fuppofed to be greatly aflrayde of your gentlemens idle 
feruyngmen, vnleffe it be fuche as be not of body or 
(latiue conefpondent to their flrength and courage, 
orels whofe boide flomakes be difcomaged thronghe 
pouertie Thus you may fee, that it is not to be feared 
led they flioulde be effeminated, if thei weie brought 
vp in good ciaftes and labourfome woorkes, whereby 
to gette their liuynges, whofe floute and fluidye bodyet 
(for gentlemen vouchfafe to coiTUpte and fpill none 
but picked and chofen men) now either by leafon of 
red and idleneffebe brought to weakeneffe. orels by 
eafy and w^omanly exercifes be made feble, and vn- 
hable to endure hardnefle. Truly ho we fo euer the 
cafe dandeth, thys me think eth is nothing auayeable 
to the weale publique, for warre fake, which you neuer 
haue, but when you wyl your felfes, to keepe and maim 
teym an vnnumerable flocke of that foit of men, that 
be fo troublefome and noyous in peace. Wherof you 
ought to haue a tliowfand times more regarde, then of 
warre. yet this is not only the neceffaiy caufe of 
dealing Qrhere is an other, whych, as I fuppofe, is 
p[ro]per and peculiar to you Englifliinen alone What is 
that, quod the Cardinal? forfoth my lorde (quod I) 
your Ihepe that were wont tq be fo make and tame, and 
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fo fmal eaters, now, as I heare faye, be become fo great 
deuowerers and fo wylde, tliat they eate vp, £nghshshepe 
and fwallow downe the very men them deuourers of 
felfes. They confume, dellroye, and de- 
uoure whole fieldes, ho'w^es, and cities For looke in 
what partes of the realm e doth growe the fynefl, and 
therfore dearefl woll, there noble men, and gentlemen, 
yea and certeyn Abbottes, holy men no doubt, not con- 
tenting them felfes with the yearely reuenues and pro 
fytes, that were wont to grow to the}^: forefathers and 
predecelTours of their landes, nor beynge content that 
they hue in refl and pleafure nothmge profiting, yea 
much no5nnge the weak publique. leaue no ground e 
for tillage, thei inclofe al into pailuies* thei throw 
doune houfes ; they plucke downe townes, and leaue 
nothing ftandynge, but only the churche to be made a 
fhepehowfe. And as thoughe you lofle no fmall quan- 
tity of grounde by foreftes, chafes, laundes, and parkes, 
thofe good holy men turne all dwellmge places and all 
glebeland into defolation and wildemes. Therfore that 
on couetous and vnfatiable cormaraunte shepemai- 
and veiy plage of his nat3me contrey maye sters decayers 
compaffe aboute and inclofe many thou- ® ^sbandrye. 
fand akers of grounde to gether mthm one pale or 
hedge, the hufbandmen be thrull owte of their owne, 
or els either by coueyne and fraude, or by violent op- 
prelTion they be put befydes it, or by wronges and in- 
luries thei be fo weried, that they be compelled to iell 
all; by one meanes therfore or by other, either by 
hooke or crooke they muile needes departe awaye, 
poore, felye, wretched fouks, men, women, hufbands, 
wiues, fatherkffe children, widowes, wofull motheis, 
with their yonge babes, and their whole houfhold fmal 
in iubflance, and muche m numbre, as liulbandrye re- 
quireth manye handes. Awaye thei trudge, I lay, out 
of their knowen and accullomed houfes, fynd3mge no 
place to relle in Ali their houflioldefluffe, whiche is 
verye litle woorthe, thoughe it myght well abide the 
{ale: yet Deeynge fodamely thrulle oute, tliey be con- 
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The deraye of ftrayned to fell it for a thing of nought 
set?^be’^r^" And when they haue wandered abrode tyll 
which that be fpent, what can they then els doo 

Sfidw Md but fteale, and then luftly pardy be hanged, 
theues OT els go about a beggyng. And yet then 
alfo they be cafle in pnfon as vagaboundes, becaufe 
they go aboute and worke not: whom no man wyl fet 
a worke, though thei neuer fo willyngly profre them- 
felues therto. For one Shephearde or Heardman is 
ynoughe to eate vp that grounde with cattel, to the 
occupiyng wherof aboute hulbandrye manye handes 
The caube of requifite And this is alfo the caufe 

deartnofvic- why victualles be now in many places 
dearer. Yea, befides this the price of 
wolle is fo ryfen, that poore folkes, which were wont 
to worke it, and make cloth therof, be nowe hable to 
bye none at all. And by thys meanes verye manye be 
forced to forfake worke, and to geue them 
m«cV?ommlth felues to idelnclfe. For after that fo much 
grounde was mclofed for paflure, an infi- 
nite multitude of fhepe dyed of the rotte, 
fuche vengeaunce God toke of their inordinate and 
vnfaciable couetoufnes, fendinge amonge the fhepe that 
pefliferous morxein, whiche much more iullely fhoulde 
haue fallen on the fhepemaflers owne heades. And 
though the number of fhepe mcreafe neuer fo fafle, yet 
the pnce falleth not one myte, becaufe there be fo fewe 
The cause of fellcrs. For they be almoofle all comen in- 
dearth of wol to a fewe riche mennes handes, whome no 
ueade forceth to fell before they lufl, and they lufle not 
before theymayefell asdeare as they lufle Nowthefame 
Dearth of cat- bringeth in like dearth of the other 

tel with the^ kindes of cattell, yea and that fo much ye 
cause therot. j^Q^e, bicaufe that after fermes plucked 
downe, and hufbandry decaied, there is no man that 
paffethe for the breadynge of younge floore. For thefe 
riche men br3mge not vp the yonge ones of greate cattel 
as they do lambes. But firfl they bie them abrode verie 
chepe, and afterward when ^ev fatted in their pas- 
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mres, they fell them aga5me excedynge deare. And 
therefore (as I fuppofe) the whole incommoditie hereof 
is not yet felte. For yet they make deaith onely in 
thofe places, where they fell. But when they fhall 
fetche them away from thence wheare they be bredde 
failer then they can be broughte vp : then fhall there 
alfo be felte greate dearth, floore beginning there to 
faile, where the ware is boughte. Thus the vnreafon- 
able couetoufnes of a few hath turned yat thing to the 
vtter vndomg of your ylande, in the whiche 
thynge the cheife felicitie of your realme did tuties 
confifl. For this greate dearth of victualles keptifvSlere^ 
caufeth men to kepe aslitle houfes, and as ofensuethbeg- 
fmale hofpitalitie as they poflible maye, and 
to put away their feraauntes : whether, I pray you, but 
a beggynge : or elles (whyche thefe geiitell blondes, 
and ftoute flomackes, wyll fooner fet their myndes vnto) 
a fleahng ? Nowe to amende the matter, to this wret- 
ched beggerye, and miferable pouertie is loyned greate 
wantonnes, importunate fuperfluitie, and 
excefTiue note. For not only gentle mennes 
feruauntes, but alfo handicrafe men . yea a mainteiner of 
and almoofle the ploughmen of the coun- 
trey, with al other fortes of people, vfe 
muche flraunge and proude newefanglenes m their 
apparell, and to muche prodigall notte, and fump. 
tuous fare at their table. Nowe bawdes, 
queines, whoores, harlottes, flrumpettes, ^s^'^^neTauer- 
brothelhoufes, flewes, and yet an other nei alehouse*;, 
flewes wynetauemes, ale houfes, and 
tiplmge houfes, with fo manye noughtie, 
lewde, and vnlawfull games, as dyce, cardes, 
tables, tennis, boules, coytes, do not all thefe fende the 
haunters of themflreyghte a ftealynge when theyr money 
is gone ? Caile oute thefe pemicyous abhomination% 
make a lawe, that they, whiche plucked downe ferrae% 
and townes of hufbandrie, fhal reedifie them, or els yelde^ 
andvprenderthepoffefTiontherof to fuche, as wil go to the 
cofl of buylding them anew^ Suffer not thefe riche men 
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iobie\T3al,to ingroffe,and forflalle, and with their mono ^ 
jRich men in- polictokepe the market aloneaspleafe them?. 
i?rossers and Let not fo many be brought vp in idelnes, let 
forestaiiers hufbandry and tillage be reflored, let clothe- 
workmgebe renewed, that thcr may be honeft laboursfor 
this idell fort to paffe their tyme in profitably e, whiche 
hitherto either pouertie hath caufed to be theues, or 
elles nowe be either vagabondes, or idel feruing men, 
and fhortelye wilbe theues. Doubtles onles you finde 
a remedy for thefe enormities, you fhall in vaine ad- 
uaiince your felues of executing iuflice vpon fellons 
For this iuflice is more beautiful in apperaunce, and 

Thecorru te florifhynge to the fhewe, then either 

education hifle or profitable For by fuffnng your 
youth e wantonhe, and vicioufly to be 
brought vp, and to be infected, euen froine 
theyr tender age, by htle anti htle with vice then a 
goddes name to be pumfhed, when they commit the 
fame faultes after being come to mans flate, which 
from their youthe they were euer like to do In this 
pointe, I praye you, what other thing do you, then 
make theues, and then punifh them? Now as I was 
thus fpeakinge, the Lawier began to make hym felfe 
readie to anfwere, and was determined with him felfe 
to vfe the common fafhion, and trade of difputers, 
whiche be more diligent in reherfinge, then anfwering, 
as thinking the memorie worthy of the chief praife. 
In dede fir, quod he, you haue faid wel, being but a 
flraunger, and one that myghte rather heare fome 
thing of thefe matters, then haue any exacte or per- 
fecte knowledge of the fame, as I wil incontinent by 
open proffe make manifefl and plaine. For firfte I 
will reherfe m order all that you haue fayde : then I 
wyli declare wherein you be deceaued, through lacke 
of knowledge, in all oure fafhions, maners and cus- 
tomes : and lafl of all I will aunfwere youre argumen- 
tes, and confute them euery one Fiifte therefore 1 
wyll begynne where I promyfed. Foure thynges you 
femed to me. Holde youre peace, quod the Car 



uf Stupta* 45 

dmall for it appeareth that you will make Heisworthe- 
no Ihorte aunfwere, which make fuche a Jif silence* 
begmn 3 nige. Wherefore at this time you ofwordes 
ihall not take the paynes to make youre aun[f]were, 
but kepe it to youre nexte meatynge, which I woulde 
be nghte glad, that it might be euen to morrowe next, 
onles either you or mayfler Raphael haue any eamell 
let But nowe mayfler Raphael, 1 woulde verye gladlye 
heare of you, why you thinke thefte not worthye to be 
punifhed with deathe, or what other punifhemente you 
can deuife more expedient to the weale publique. For 
I am fure you are not of that minde, that you woulde 
haue thefte efcape vnpumfhed. For yf nowe the ex- 
treme punifhemente of deathe can not caufe them to 
leaue ftealmge, then yf mffians and robbers flioulde be 
fuer of their lyues : what violence, what feare were 
liable to holde their handes from robbmge, whiche 
woulde take the mitigation of the punifhmente, as a 
a verye prouocation to tlie mifchiefe? 

Suerlye my lorde, quod I, I thmke it not JjJnt nofto be 
ryght nor iuflice, that ye Ioffe of money 
fhould caufe the Ioffe of mans life. For 
myne opinion is, that all the goodes m the worlde are 
not hable to counteruayle mans life But if they 
would thus fay ; that the breakynge of luflice, and the 
tranfgreffion of the lawes is recompenfed with this 
pumfhment, and not the Ioffe of the money, then why 
maye not this extreme and rigorous lufrice wel be called 
plame iniurie? For fo cmell gouemaunce, straiteiawes 
fo flreite rules, and vnmerc^ul lawes be not allowable 
not allowable, that if a fmall offenfe be committed, by 
and by the fword fhould be drawen Nor fo ffoical 
ordinaunces are to be borne withall, as to counte al 
offenfes of fuche equalitie, that the killing of a man, or 
the tak}mg of his money from him were both a matter, 
and the one no more heinous offenfe then the other : 
betwene the whyche two, yf we haue anye refpecte to 
equitie, no fimilitude or equalitie confrffeth. God 
commaundeth vs that we fhall not kill. And be we 
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then fo haflie to kill a man for takinge a litle money ? 
And if any man woulde vnderflande killing by this 
commaundement of God, to be forbidden aftei no largei 
wife, then mans ccnllitutions define kill)mge to be law- 
full, then whye maye it not lykewife by 
kwoiSS^not mans conflitutions be determined after 
S to ^ods^kw" whordome, fornication, and per- 

^ lune may be lawful! ? For where as by 

the permiffion of God, no man hath power to kil 
neither himfelf, nor yet anye other man : then yf a 
lawe made by the confent of men, concerninge daughter 
of men • oughte to be of fuche flrengthe, force, and 
vertue, that they which contrarie to the commaunde- 
ment of God haue killed thofe, whom this conflitution 
of man commaunded to be killed, be cleane quite and 
exempte out of the bondes and daunger to Gods com- 
maundement . fhall it not then by this reafon follow, 
that the power of Gods commaundemente fhall ex- 
tende no further, then mans lawe doetli define, 
and permitte? And fo fhall it come to pafife, that 
in like maner mans conflitutions in al thinges fhal 
determine how farre the obferuation of all com- 
maundementes fhall extende. To be Ihorte Moyfes 
law, though it were vngentle and lharpe, as a law that 
was geuen to bondmen, yea; and them very obfli- 
nate, flubbome, and flyfnecked • yet it pumfhed thefte 
by the purfe, and not wyth death. And 
oide kwe not let VS not thinke that God m the newe law 
of clemencie and mercy e, vnder the which e 
he ruleth vs with fatherlie gentlenes, as his 
cdeare children hathe geuen vs greater fcoupe and licence 
to the execution of cruelte, one vpon another. Nowe 
ye haue heard the reafons whereby, I am perfuaded 
that thispunifhementis vnlawful. Furthermore I thinke 
What inconue- uo body that knoweth not, how vn- 

menceensueth reafonable, yea : how pemitious a thinge 
It is to the weale publike, that a thefe and 
death. homicidc or murderer, fhoulde fufiei 

.equal! and like punifhment. For the thefe feynge that 
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man, that is condempned for thefte in no leiTe ieoperdie, 
normdgedtonolefTepunilhment, thenhimthatis conmcte 
of mai^laughter : throughe this cogitation 
onelye he is flrongly and forciblye pro- theft by deathe 
uoked, and m a manei conflreined to kill Sefe to be\ 
him, whome els he woulde haue but robbed, 

For the murder be}mgeones done, he is in leffe feare, and 
m more hoope that the deede fliali not be bewTayed or 
knowen, feynge the partye is nowe deade, and rydde 
cute of the waye, which onelye mighte haue vttered and 
difclofed it. But if he chaunce to be taken and 
difcnued : yet he is in no more daunger and ieoperdie, 
then if he had committed but fmgle fellonye. Ther- 
fore whiles we go about with fuche cnieltie to make the- 
ues aferd, we prouoke them to kil good men. Now ar 
touchinge this quellion, what pumfhemente were more 
commodious and better: thattruelye mmy 
ludgemente is eafier to be founde, then what p^f^iment 
punilhment might be wurfe. For why fhould 
we doubt that to be a good and a profytable 
waye for the punilhemente of ofifendours, whiche we 
knowe did in tymes pafle fo longe pleafe the Fomaines, 
men in the adminillration of a weale publique moofle 
experte, politique, and cunn>Tige ? Suche as amonge 
them were conuicte of great and heynous Howe the Ro- 
trefpaces, them they condempned into flone 
quarries, and into mienes to digge mettalle, ® ® ® ^ 

there to be kepte in cheynes SS the dayes of their life. 
But as concemyng this matter, I allow the ordinaunce 
of no nation fo wel as yat which I fawe, whiles I tra- 
uailed abroade aboute the worlde, vfed in Perfia amonge 
the people that commenly be called the a worthy and 
Polylerites. Whofe land is both large and 
ample, and alfo well and wittelye gouemed : theues m the 
and the people in all conditions free and orThl^oiyS* 
ruled by their owne lawes, faumge that they Persia, 

paye a yearelye tnbute to the great king of Perfia. 
But bicaufe they be farre from die fea, compaffed 
and inclofed, almofle rounde aboute with hyghe mourn 
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taines, and do content them felues with the fruites ol 
their owne lande, which e is of it felfe verye fertile and 
frutfull : for this catife neither they go to other coun- 
treis, nor other come to them And accordynge to the 
olde cuftome of the land, they defire not to enlarge the 
boundes of their dominions : and thofe that they hane 
by reafon of the highe hilles be eafely defended : and 
the tribute whiche they paye to their chiefe lord and 
kinge, fetteth them quite and free from warfare. Thus 
their life is commodious rather then gallante, and may 
better be called happie or welthy, then notable oi 
famous For they be not knowen afmuch, as by name, 
I fuppofe fauing only to theyr next neighbours and 
borderes. They that in this lande be attainted and 
conuict of felony, make reflitution of that which they 
dole, to the righte owner . and not (as they do in other 
Apnmempp. to the kmge : whome they *mke 

for them that to haue no more nghte to the thiefeitolen 
3o otherwise tliinge, then the thiefe him felfe hathe. But 
if the thing be lofle or made away, then the value of it 
IS paide of the gooddes of fuch offenders, which els re« 
rnaineth all whole to their wiues, and children And 
Theues con- they them felues be condempned to be com- 
wStfiaW laborers, and, oneles the thefte be 
rers veneheinous, they be neyther locked in 

pnfon, nor fettered in giues, but be vntied and go at 
laige, laboring in the common workes. They that refufe 
labour, or go flowly and flacklye to then worke, be not 
onelye tied in cheynes, but alfo pncked forward with 
dnpes. But beinge diligente aboute theyr worke they 
hue without checke or rebuke Euery night they be 
called in by name : and be locked in theyr chambers. Be- 
fide their dayly labour, their life is nothing hard or in- 
commodious. Their fare is indifferent good, borne at the 
charges of the weale publike, bicaufe they be commen 
feruauntes to the commen wealth But Iheir charges in 
all places of the lande is not borne alike. For in forae 
partes that which is bellowed vpon them is gathered 
m almes. And thoughe that waye be vncertem, yet 
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the people be fo fill of mercy and pitie, that none is 
found more profitable or plentiful!. In fome places 
certain landes be appointed hereunto: of thereuenewes 
whereof they be mamteined. And m fome places 
euerye man geueth a certein tribute for ye fame vfe and 
purpofe. Againe in fome partes of the 
land thefe feiumg men (for fo be thefe 
dampned perfons called) do no common worke, but as 
euerye pnuate man nedeth laborours, so he commeth 
into the markette place, and there hierethe fome of 
them for meate and dnnke, and a ceiteine hmitted 
waiges by the daye, fumwhat cheper tlien he fhoulde 
hire a free man. It is alfo lawefull for them to chaflice 
the flouthe of thefe fermnge men with flripes. By this 
meanes they neuer lacke worke, and befides the gayn- 
mge of their meate and dnnke, euerye one of them 
bnngeth dailie fome thing into the common treafoune. 
All and euery one of them be apparailed in one col- 
cure Their heades be not polled or fliauen, but round- 
ed a lytle aboue the eares. And the typpe of the one 
eare is cut of. Euery one of them maye take meate 
and dnnke of their frendes, and alfo a coate of their 
owne colloure . but to receiue money is deathe, afwell 
to the geuer, as to the receiuoure And no leffe leo- 
perdie it is for a free man to receiue moneye* oi a 
feiuynge manne for aiiye maner of caufe* and lykevvife 
for feruinge men to touche weapons. The ferumge 
men of euerye feuerall fhire be diflincte and knowen 
frome otherby their feuerall and diflincte badges, whiche 
to cafle awaye is death ; as it is alfo to be fene oute 
of the precmcte of their owne Ihiie, or to talke with a 
ferainge man of another fhyre. And it is 
leue daunger to them, for to mtende to estemed as the 
ninne awaye, then to do it in dede. 

Yea and to conceal luche an enterpnes in a feruinge 
man it is deathe, in a free man feniitude. Of the con- 
trade parte, to him that openeth and vttereth fuche 
counfelles, be decreed large giftes to a free man a 
great fome oi money, to a feruing man freedorae : 
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and to them bothe forgeuenes and pardone of that they 
were of counfell in that pretence. So that it can neuer 
be fo good for them to go forewarde in their euyli pur- 
pofe, as by repentaunce to tourne backe. This is the 
iawe and older in this behalfe, as I haue fhewed you. 
Wherein what humanitie is vfed, howe farre it is frome 
Thenghtend c^ueltie, and howe commodyous it is, you 
and intent of do playiielyc perceaue . For afmiiche as 
$)unishement wrath and punyihemente 

intendeth nothynge elles, but the deflruction of vices, 
and fau3mge of menne • wyth fo vfynge, and ordeiing 
them, that they can not chufe but be good, and 
what harme fo euer they did before, in the refi- 
dewe of theyr life to make amendes for the fame. 
Moreouei it is fo litle feared, that they fhoulde tourne 
againe to their vicious conditions, that wayefaringe 
men wyl for their fauegarde chufe them to theyr guydes 
before any other, in euery iheir chaunging and taking 
new. For if they would committe robbery, they haue 
nothmge aboute them meate for that purpofe. They 
may touch no weapons : money founde aboute them 
fhoulde betraie the robbery. They ihoulde be no 
fooner taken with the maner, but furthwith they Ihoulde 
be punifhed. Neither they can haue any hope at all to 
tope awaye by flienge. For howe Ihould a man, that 
in no parte of his apparell is like other men, flye pre- 
uelieandvnknowen, onleshewoulde runne awayenaked? 
Howebeit fo alfo fiyinge he Ihoulde be difcnued by 
the roundyng of his heade, and his eare marke. But 
it is a thinge to be doubted, that they will laye theyr 
heddes together, and confpire againfle the weale pub- 
lique. No no I warrante you. For the feruyng men 
of one fheire alone coulde neuer hoope to bringe 
to palTe fuche an enterprife, without follicitinge, 
entyfmge, and allurynge the feminge men of man- 
ye other fhieres to take their partes. Which e 
thmge is to them fo impoffible, that they maye not 
afmuch as fpeake or talke togethers, or falute one an 
other. No it is not to be thoughte that they woiilde 
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make theyr owne countreymen and companions of 
their counfell in fuche a matter, whiche they knowe 
well Ihould be ieopardie to the concelour thereof, 
and great commoditie and goodnes to the opener and 
detectour of the fame. Whereas on the other parte, 
there is none of them all hopeles or in difpaire to re- 
couer againe his former eftate of fredome, by humble 
obedience, by paciente fuffnnge, and by geumg good 
tokens and likelyhoode of himfelfe, that he wyll euer 
after that, lyue like a trewe, and an honell man For 
euerye yeare diuers of them be rellored to their free- 
dome : throughe the commendation of their patience. 
Whan I had thus fpoken, fayinge moreouer that I 
coulde fee no caufe why this ordre might not be 
had in Englande with muche more profyte, then 
the luflice whiche the lawyer lo heighly piaylerl: 
Naye, quod the lawier, this coulde neuer be fo ftab- 
Syfhed in Englande, but that it mufl nedes bnnge the 
weale publike into great leoperdie and hafarde. And 
as he was tlius fayinge, he fliaked his heade, and 
made a wrie mouthe, and fo he heide his peace. 
And all that were there- prefent, with one affent agreed 
to his fayinge. Well, quod the Cardinall, yet it were 
harde to ludge withoute a pioffe, whether this order 
would do wel here or no But when the fentence of 
death is geuen, if than the kinge fhoulde commaunde 
execution to be defferred and fpared, and would proue 
this order and faffion : takinge awaye the priuiliges of 
all faintuaries : if then the profe Ihoulde declare the 
thinge to be good and profitable, than it were wel 
done that it were flablifhed. Els the condempned 
and repnued perfons may afwel and as luflly be put to 
death after this profe, as when they were firft call. 
Neither any leoperdie can in the meane fpace growe 
herof. Yea, and me thynketh that thefe vagabound«s. 
vagaboundes may very wel be ordered after 
the fame faihion, againfl whom we haue hitherto made 
fo many lawes, and fo litle preuaiied. When the Car- 
^all had thus faide, than ejfer)" man gaue greate piaife 
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to my fayinges, whiche a litle before they had dia- 
The wauenti But mooft of al was eftemed that 

ludgeStes”^ which was fpoken of vagaboundes, bicaufe 
of flatterers caidinalles OTOe addition. I can 

not tell whether it were bell to reherfe the communica- 
tion that folowed, for it was not very fad. But yet you 
lhall heare it, for there was no euil m it, and partlye 
it partemed to the matter before faide. There chaunced 
to Hand by a certein lelling parafite, or fcoffer, which 
wold feme to refemble and counterfeit ye foole. But 
he did in fuche wife counterfeit, that he was almoll ye 
verye fame in dede tliat he labored to reprefent : he 
fo fludied with wordes and fayinges brought furth fo 
out of time and place to make fpoite and moue laugh- 
ter, that he himfelfe was oftener laughed at then his 
iefles w’ere. Yet the foolilhe fellowe brought out 
now and then fuch indifferent and reafonable Ilufife, 
that he made the prouerbe true, which faieth : he that 
Ihoteth oft, at the lall lhal hit the mark. So that when 
one of the company fayd, that through e my communi- 
cation a good order was founde for theues, and that 
the Cardinal alfo had wel prouided for vagaboundes, 
Sicke, aged, fo that Only remained fome good prouifion 
lons°*aSd beg- made for them that through ficknes 

gers and age were fallen into pouertie, and were 

become fo impotent and vnweldie, that they were not 
hable to worke for their liuinge * Tulhe (quod he) let me 
alone with them • you fhall fe me do well ynough with 
them. For I had rather then any good, that this kinde 
of people were dnuen fumwher oute of my fight, they 
haue fo fore troubled me manye times and ofte, when 
they haue wyth their lamentable teares begged money 
of me ’ and yet they coulde neuer to my mynde fo tune 
their fonge, that thereby they euer got of me one far- 
thinge. For euer more the one of thefe two chaunced t 
either that I would not, or els that I could not, bicaufe 
I had it not. Therfore now they be waxed wife. For 
when they fee me go by, bicaufe they will not leefe 
theyr labour, they let me p^ife and faye not one worde 
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to me. So they loke for nothinge of me, , 

no m good fothe no more, then 3ff I were uerbe among® 
a priefl, or a monke. But I will make a 
lawe, that all thefe beggers lhall be dillnbuted, and be- 
llowed into houfes of religion The men fhalbe made 
laye brethren, as they call them, and the women nunnes. 
Hereat the Cardinal fmiled, and allowed it in iell, yea 
and all the refidue in good eamefl. But a certeine 
freare graduate in diumitie, toke fuche pleafure and 
delite in this iefle of pnelles and monkes, a mery talk® 
that he alfo beynge elles a man of gnflie Irere^^da 
and ilerne grauitie, began menlie and wan- fooie 
tonlye to ielle and taunt Naye, quod he, you fhall 
not fo be ridde and difpatched of beggers, oneles you 
make fome prouifion alfo for vs frears. Why, quod 
the lefler, that is done alreadie, for my lord him felfe 
fet a verye good order for you, when he decreed that 
i^agaboundes Ihould be kept {Iraite, and fet to worke ; 
for you be the greateft and veriell vagaboundes that 
be. This lell alfo, when they fawe the Cardinail not 
difproue it, every man toke it gladly, fauyng onelye 
the Frear For he (and that no marueile) be3nige thus 
touched on the quicke, and hit on the gaule, fo fret, fo 
fumed, and chafed at it, and was in fuch a rage, that he 
could not refraine himfelfe from chidinge, Ikolding, 
railing, and remling. He called the fellow ribbalde, 
villame, iauel, backbiter, fdaunderer, and the childe of 
perdition ; citinge therwith terrible threateninges out ot 
holie Scripture Then the lellynge fcoffer beganne to 
playe the fcofifer in dede, and verelyhe was good at yt, 
for he could play a part in that play no man better. 
Patient youre felfe good mailler Freare, quod he, and 
be not angrie, for fcnpture faieth : in youre patience 
you lhall faue your foules. Then the Freare (for I will 
rehearfehis own very woordes) No gallons wretche, I am 
not angrie (quod he) or at the leafle wife, Taike quaUfi- 
I do not finne : for the Pfalmille faith, be 
you angrie, and finne not Then the Cardinal spedcetii. 
fpake gently to the freare, and defired him to quiete him- 
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felfe. No my lord, quod he, I fpeak not but of a good 
zeale as I oughte : for holye men had a good zeale. 
Wherefore it is fayd : the zeale of thy houfe hath eaten 
me. And it is fonge m the church Thelkomers of Heli- 
zeus, whiles he went vp into the houfe of God, felte 
the zeale of the bald, as peraduenture this Ikornmg vil- 
laine nbaulde shall feele. You do it (quod the Cardi- 
nal!) perchaunce of a good mynde and affection : but 
me thinketh you fhould do, I can not tell whether more 
holilie, certes more wifely, yf you woulde not fet youre 
witte to a fooles witte, and with a foole take m hande 
a foolifhe contention. No forfoeth my lorde (quod he) 
I Ihoulde not do more wyfelye For Salomon the wyfe 
faieth : Anfwere a foole accordinge to his folye, like as 
I do nowe, and do fhew him the pit that he fhall fall 
into, yf he take not hede. For if many fkomers of Heli- 
zeus, whiche was but one bald man, felte the zeale of 
the balde, how muche more fhall one fkomer of many 
frears feele, amonge whom be manye balde men ? And 
we haue alfo the popes bulles, whereby all that mocke 
and fkome vs be excommunicate, fufpended, and acur- 
fed The cardinal, femg that none ende would be made, 
lent awaie the lefler by a preuy becke, and turned the 
communication to an other matter. Shortly after, when 
he was rifen from the table, he went to heare his fueters, 
and fo dimiffed vs. Looke maifter More wyth how 
longe and tedious a tale I haue kept you, which furely 
I woulde haue bene afliaraed to haue done, but that 
you fo earneflly defired me, and did after fuch a forte 
geue eare vnto it, as though you would not that any 
parcel of that communication fhould be left out 
Whiche thoughe I haue done fumwhat bnefely, yet 
could I not chufe but rehearfe it, for the iudgemente 
of them, whyche when they had improued and dif- 
allowed myfayinges,yet incontinent hearynge the Cardi 
nail allowe them, dyd themfelues alfo approue the fame: 
fo impudently flattering him, that they wer nothing 
afhamed to admitte, yea almofle m good earnell, his 
ieflers folifh inuentioas . bicaufe that he him felfe by 
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fmiling at them did feme not to difproue them. So 
that hereby you may right wel perceaue how litle the 
courtiers woulde regardeandefleme me and myfayinges 

I enfure you maifler Raphael, quod I, I toke 
greate delectacion in hearing you : all thinges that you 
faide were fpoken fo wittilye and fo pleafauntly. And 
me thought me felfe to be in the meane time, not onelye 
at home in my countrei, but alfo through the pleafaunt 
remembraunre of the Cardinal, in whofe houfe I waF 
broughte vp of a childe, to waxe a child again e 
And frend Raphael, though I did beare verye greate 
loue towardes you before, yet feynge you do fo earn eft- 
lye fauoure this man, you wyll not beleue howe muche 
my loue towardes you is nowe increafed But yet, all 
this notwithllandinge, I can by no meanes chaungemy 
mind, but that I muH nedes beleue, that you, if you 
be difpofed, and can fynde in youre hearte to follow 
fome Pnnces courte, fhall with your good counfelles 
greatlye helpe and further the comrnen wealthe. 
fore there is nothynge more apperteining to youre dewty, 
that is to faye, to the dewtie of a good man. For 
where as your Plato ludgeth that weale publiques fhall 
by this meanes atteyne perfecte felicitie, eyther if phi- 
lofophers be kynges, or elles yf kynges geue themfelues 
to the fludie of Philofophie, how farre I praye you^ 
fhall comrnen wealthes then be frome thys felicitie, yf 
Philofophers wyll vouchefaufe to enflruct kinges with 
their good counfell ? 

They be not fo vnkmde (quod he) but they woulde 
gladlye do it, yea, manye haue done it alreadye m bookes 
that they haue putfurthe, if kynges and pnnces would be 
willynge and readye to folowe good counfelL But Plato- 
doubtleffe dyd well forefee, oneleffe kynges themfelues 
woulde applye dieir mindes to the fludye of Philofophie, 
that elles they wouldeneuerthoroughlyeallowe the coun- 
fell of Philofophers, beynge themfelues before euen from 
their tender age infected, and corrupt with peruerfe, and 
euill opinions. Whiche thynge Plato hymfelfe proued 
trewe in kinge Dionyfe Tfl fbouldepropofe to any k}Tig 
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wholfome decrees, doynge my endeuoure to pmcke out 
of hys m)mde the pernicious originall caules of vice and 
noughtines, thmke you not that I Ihoulde furthewith 
either be driuen away, or elles made a laughyng flock e? 
Well fuppofe I were with the Frenche k5mge, and there 
fyttmge in his counfell, whiles in that moofle fecrete 
confultation, the kynge him felfe there beynge prefente 
m hys owne perfonne they beate their braynes, and 
ferche the verye bottomes of their wittes to difcuffe by 
The Frenche- crafte and meanes the kynge maye 

counSi Vfrom Myllayue, an d drawe to him againe 

the destfe fugitiue N aples, And then howe to conquere 

Italic Venetians, and how to bringe vnder his 

lunfdiction all Italic, then howe to win the dominion 
of Flaunders, Brabant, and of all Burgundie : with 
diuers other landes, whofe kingdomes he hath longe a 
go in mind and purpofe inuaded. Here whiles one 
counfelleth to conclude a legue of peace with the 
Venetians, fo longe to endure, as fhall be thought mete 
and expedient for their purpofe, and to make them alfo 
of their counfell, yea, and befides that to gene them 
part of the pray, whiche afterwarde, when they haue 
brought theyr purpofe about after their owne myndes, 
they maye require and clayme againe. An other think- 
eth bell to hiere tire Germaynes. An other woulde 
Launce knigh- haue the fauoure of the S\vychers w^onne 
with money. An others aduyfe is to ap- 
peafe the puiffaunte power of the Emperoures maieflie 
wyth golde, as with a mofle pleafaunte, and acceptable 
facnfice Whiles an other gyueth counfell to make 
peace wyth the kynge of Arragone, and to refloore vnto 
him hys owne kyngedome of Nauarra, as a full affur- 
aunce of peace. An other commeth in with his hue 
egges, and aduifeth to hooke in the kynge of Caflell 
with fome hope of afhmtie or allyaunce, and to bnnge 
to their parte certeine Pieers of his courte for greate 
penfions. Whiles they all fLaye at the chiefelle doubte 
of all, what to do in the meane time with Englande, 
and yet agree all in this to make peace with the 
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Englifhmen, and with moofle fuer and flronge bandes 
to bynde that weake and feable frendefhippe, so that 
they mufle be called frendes, and hadde in fufpicion as 
enemyes. And that therfore the Skottes mufle be hadde 
in a readmes, as it were in a flandynge, leadie at all 
occafions, in aunters the Englifhmen fhoulde flume 
neuer fo lytle, incontinent to fet vpon them. And 
moreouer preuilie and fecretlye (for openlie it maye 
not be done by the truce that is taken) priuelie there- 
fore I faye to make muche of fome Piere of Englande, 
that IS banmfhed hys countrey, whiche mufle cleime 
title to the crowne of the realme, and affirme hym felfe 
mile mherytoure thereof, that by this fubtill meanes 
they maye holde to them the kinge, in whome elles 
they haue but small trufle and afiiaunce Here I faye, 
where fo great and heyghe matters be m confultation, 
where fo manye noble and wyfe menne counfell theyr 
kynge onelie to warre, here ^ I felie man fhoulde nfe 
vp and will them to tourne ouer the leafe, and leame a 
newe lefTon, faymge that my counfell is not to medle 
with Italy, but to tarye flyll at home, and that the k3mge- 
dome of Fraunce alone is almoofle greater, then that 
It maye well be gouemed of one man ; fo that the 
kynge fhoulde not nede to fludye howe to gette more : 
And then fhoulde propofe vnto them the decrees of 
the people that be called the Achoriens, whiche be 
fituate ouer agaynfle the Ilande of Utopia AnotaWe exam- 
on the foutheafle fide. Thefe Achoriens JJIt'S'wSL 
ones made warre in their kinges quarrell wed. 
for to gette him another kmgdome, whiche he laide 
daime vnto, and auaunced hymfelfe ryghte inheritoure 
to the crowne thereof, by the tytle of an olde aliaunce. 
At the lafl when they had gotten it, an[d] fawe that they 
hadde euen as muche vexation and trouble in kepynge 
it, as they had in gettynge it, and that either their newe 
conquered subiectes by fundrye occafions were makynge 
daylye infurrections to rebell againfle them, or els that 
other countreis were continuallie with dmers inrodes 
and forrag3mges inuadyng^ them; fo thac they were 
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euer fighting either for them, or agaynile them, and 
neuer coukle breake vp theyr campes: Seynge them 
felues m the meane feafon pylled and impoueriflied: 
their money caned out of the realme : their own men 
killed to maintaine the glorye of an other nation: when 
they had no warre, peace nothynge better then warre, 
by reafon that their people in war had fo inured them- 
felues to corrupte and wicked maners : that they had 
taken a delite and pleafure in robbmge and llealing : 
that through manflaughter they had gathered boldnes 
to mifchiefe: that their lawes were had in contempte, 
and nothing fet by or regarded: that their king beynge 
troubled with the charge and gouemaunce of two king- 
domes, could not nor was not hable perfectlie to dis- 
charge his office towardes them both: femg againe that 
all thefe euelles and troubles were endles : at the lafle 
layde their heades together, and like faithful! and lou- 
inge fubiectes gaue to their kynge free choife and lib- 
ertie to kepe ftyll the one of thefe two kingdomes 
whether he would, alleginge that he was not hable to 
kepe both, and that they were mo then might well be 
gouemed of halfe a king: forafmuche as no man 
woulde be content to take him for his mulettour, that 
kepeth an other mans moyles befydes his. So this 
good pnnce was conllreyned to be content with his 
olde kyngedome, and to geue ouer the newe to one of 
his firendes. Who fhortelye after was violentlie driuen 
out Turthermore if I fhoulde declare vnto them, 
that all this bufie preparaunce to warre, wherby fo many 
nations for his fake fhould be broughte into a trouble- 
fome hurlei-burley when all his coffers were emptied 
his treafures wafted, and his people deftroied, fliould at 
the length through fome mifchance be in vaine and to 
none effect: and that therfore it were beft for him to 
content him felfe with his owne kingedome of fraunce, 
as his forfathers and predeceffours did before him : to 
make much of it, to enrich it, and to make it as flour- 
ilThing as he could, to endeuoure him felfe to loue his 
fubiectes, and againe to be -f)eloued of them, willingly 
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to Hue with them, peaceably to goueme them, and with 
other k3mgdomes not to medle, feinge that whiche he 
hath all reddy is euen ynoughe for him, yea and more 
then he can wel tume hym to • this myne aduyfe maifler 
More, how thinke you it would be harde and taken ? 

So God helpe me not very thankefully, quod I,. 

Wel let vs precede then, quod he. Suppofe that fome 
k3nQg and his counfelwere togetherwhettinge theirwittes 
and deuifinge, what fubtell crafte they myght inuente to 
enryche the kinge with great treafures of money. Firft 
one counfelleth to rayfe and enhaunce the Enhaunc>Tige 
valuation of money when the kinge mull and imb^yng 
paye anye: and agayne to calle downe the 
value of coyne to lelTe them it is worthe, when he mufte 
receiue or gather any. For thus great fommes fiialbe 
payde wyth a lytyl money, and where lytle is due muche 
fhaibe receaued. An other counfelleth to counterfayte 
fayne wane, that when vnder this coloure 
and pretence the kyng hath gathered greate abound* 
aunce of money, he maye, when it lhall pleafe hira^ 
make peace with greate folempnitie and holye cere- 
monies, to blinde the eyes of the poore commun- 
altie, as taking pitie and compaffion forfothe vpon 
mans bloude, lyke a louing and a mercifull pnnee. 
An other putteth the kynge m remem- The renewing 
braunce of certeine olde and moughteeaten 
lawes, that of longe tyme haue not bene put in execu- 
tion, whych becaufe no man can remembre that they 
were made, euerie man hath tranfgrelTed. The fynes 
of thefe lawes he counfelleth the kynge to require- for 
there is no waye fo proffitable, nor more honorable, as 
the whyche bathe a Ihewe and coloure of iuflice. An 
other aduyfeth him to forbidde manye 
thmges vnder greate penalties and fines, 
fpecially fuche thmges as is for the peoples profit not 
be vfed, and afterwarde to difpence for money with 
them, whyche by this prohibition fubfleyne Ioffe and 
dammage For by this meanes the fauour of the people 
is wonne, and profite nfeth two wayes. Firfl by tak- 
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inge forfaytes of them whome couetoufnes of gaynes 
Seiiyng of h- ^ath brought m daunger of this llatute, and 
4:eiices alfo by fellinge pnmleges and licences, 
whyche the better that the piince is forfothe, the deerer 
he felleth them: as one that is iothe to graunte to any 
prmate perfone anye thinge that is againfte the proffite 
of his people. And therefore maye fel none but at an 
exceding dere pryce An other giueth the kynge coun- 
fel to endaunger vnto his grace the ludges of the 
Realme, that he maye haue them euer on his fide, and 
that they maye in euerye matter defpute and reafon for 
the kynges right Yea and further to call them into his 
palace and to require them there to argue and difculTe 
ins matters in his owne prefence. So there ihalbe no 
matter of his fo openlye wronge and vniufle, wherein 
one or other of them, either becaufe he wyl haue fum- 
thinge to allege and obiecte or that he is aihamed to 
faye that whiche is fayde alreadye, or els to pike a 
thanke with his prince, wil not fynde fome hole open to 
fet a fnare in, wherewith to take the contrarie parte in 
a trippe. Thus whiles the ludges cannot agree amonges 
them felfes, reafomnge and arguing of that which is 
playne enough, and bringinge the manifeft trewthe in 
dowte: in Sie meane feafon the Kinge maye take 
a fyt occafion to vnderfland the lawe as lhal molle 
make for his aduauntage, wherevnto all othei for fhame, 
or for feare wil agree Then the ludges may be 
bolde to pronounce on the kynges fide. For he that 
geueth fentence for the king, cannot be without a good 
excufe. For it flialbe fufficient for him to haue equitie 
on his part, or the bare wordes of the lawe, or a wry- 
then and wreiled vnderflandinge of the fame (or els, 
whiche with good and iufl ludges is of greater force then 
all lawes be) the Kynges indifputable prerogative To 
The saiyngof couclude, al the counfellours agre and con- 
ncheCrassus together with the lyche Craffus, that 
no abundance of gold can be fufficient for a prince, 
which mulle kepe and ma 3 aiteyne an armie : furthei- 
cnore that a kynge, thoughe he would, can do nothinge 
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vniufllye. For all that all men haue, yea alfo the men 
them felfes be all his. And that euery man hath fa 
much of his owne, as ye kynges gentilnes hath not taken 
from hym. And that it fhalbe mofte for the kinges aduan- 
tage, that his fubiectes haue very lytle or nothinge in 
their poffeffion, as whofe fauegarde doth herein confifle, 
that his people doe not waxe wanton and wealthie 
through nches and libertie, becaufe where thefe thinges 
be, there men be not wonte patiently to obeye harde, 
vniufte, and vnlawefull commaundementes Where as 
on the other part neade and pouertie doth holde downe 
and kepe under ftowte courages, and maketh them 
patient perforce, takynge from them bolde and rebell 
ynge llomakes. Here aga3me if I Ihoulde ryfe vp, and 
boldelye affirme that all thefe counfelles be to the kinge 
difhonoure and reproche, whofe honouie and fafetye is 
more and rathei fuppoited and vpholden by the wealth 
and ryches of his people, then by hys owne treafures 
and if I fhould declare that the comminaltie chuefeth 
their king for their owne fake, and not for his fake to 
the intent, that through his laboure and lludie they 
might al hue wealtliily fauffe from wronges and miunes : 
and that therfore the kynge ought to take more care for 
the wealthe of his people, then for his owne wealthe, 
euen as the office and dewtie of a Ihepehearde is in that 
he is a Ihepherde, to feede his Ihepe rather then him- 
felfe. For as towchmge this, that they thmke the de- 
fence and ma}Titenaunce of peace to confifle in the 
pouertie of the people, the thing it felfe Pouertyethe 
fheweth that they be farre out of the waye. ba?e 
F or whei e fhal a man finde more wrangling, reaimes 

quarrelling, brawling, and chiding, tlien among beggers? 
Who be more defierous of newe mutations and altera- 
tions, then they that be not content with the prefent 
flate of their lyfe ? Or finallye who be bolder flomaked 
to bringe all in a huilieburlye (therby truflinge to get 
fome windfal) then they that haue nowe nothinge to 
leefe^ And yf any Kyng w ere fo fmally regarded, and 
fo lightly eflemed, yea fo bgbated of his fubiectes, that 
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vOther wayes he could not kepe them in awe, but onlye 
by open wronges, by pollmge and fhaumge, and by 
bringinge them to beggene, fewerly it were better for 
him to forfake his kingedome, then to holde it by this 
meanes. whereby though the name of a king be kepte, 
yet the maieftie is loll. For it is againfle the dignitie of 
a kynge to haue rule ouer beggers, but rather ouer 
A worthy sai- ryche and welthie men, Of this mynde 
ingofFabnce hardie and couragius Fabnce, 

when he fayde, that he had rather be a ruler of riche 
men, then be ryche himfelfe. And verelye one man to 
hue in pleafure and wealth, whyles all other wepe and 
fmarte for it, that is the parte, not of a kynge, but of a 
layler. To be fhorte as he is a folylhe phifition, that 
cannot cure his patientes difeafe, onles he calle him in 
an other lyckenes, fo he that cannot amend the hues of 
his fubiectes, but be taking fiom them the wealthe and 
commoditie of lyfe, he mufte nedes graunte that, he 
knoweth not the feate how to goueme men. But let 
him rather amende his owne lyfe, renounce vnhonefl 
pleafures, and forfake pride. For thefe be the chiefe 
vices that caufe hym to runne m the contempte or 
hatred of his people. Let him lyue of hys owne, hur- 
“tinge no man. Let him doe coft not aboue his power. 
Let hym reftreyne wyckednes. Let him preuente vices, 
and take awaye the occafions of offenfes by well order- 
ynge hys fubiectes, and not by fufiferynge wickednes to 
increafe afterward to be punyflied Let hym not be to 
hallie in callynge agayne lawes, whyche a cuflome 
hathe abrogated : fpecially fuche as haue bene longe 
forgotten, and neuer lacked nor neaded. And let hym 
neuer vnder the cloke and pretence of tranfgreffion 
“take fuche fynes and forfa3rtes, as no fudge wyll fufire a 
priuate perfone to take, as vnmfle and ful of gile 
Here if I fhould brynge forth before them 
the lawe of the Macaxiens, whiche be not 
dillaunt from Utopia : whofe Kynge 
the daye of hys coronation is bounde by a 
■folempne othe, that he lhall neuer at anye time haue 
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in hys treafure aboue a thoufande pounde of golde or 
fyluer. They faye a verye good kynge, whichetoke more 
care for the wealthe and commoditye of his countrey, 
then for th[e] enriching of him felfe, made this lawe to be 
a Hop and a barre to kinges from heaping and hording 
vp fo muche money as might impoueryfhe their people. 
For he forfawe that this fom of treafure woulde fuffice 
to fupporte the kynge in battaile againft his owne 
people, if they Ihoulde chaunce to lebell : and alfo to 
maintem his waires againfle the inuafions of his forreyn 
•enemies. Againe he perceiued the fame ftocke of 
money to be to litle and vnfufiicient to encourage and 
•enhable him wrongfullye to take away other mens 
goodes . whyche was the chiefe caufe whie the lawe 
was made An other caufe was this He thought 
that by this prouifion his people fhoulde not lacke 
money, wherewith to mayneteyne their dayly occupieng 
and chaffayre. And feynge the k5TQge could not 
chewfe but laye out and beftowe al that came in aboue 
the prefcript fome of his flocke, he thought he woulde 
feke no occafions to doe his fubiectes iniurie. Suche 
a kynge flialbe feared of euel men, and loued of good 
(men Thefe, and fuche other informations, yf I fhoulde 
vfe among men wholye inclined and geuen to the contra- 
stye part, how deaflfe hearers thinke you fhoulde I haue ? 

Deaife hearers douteles (quod I) And in good faith 
no marueyle. And to be plaine with you, truelye 
I can not allowe that fuche communication fhalbe vfed, 
or fuche counfell geuen, as you be fuere fhall neuer be 
regarded noi receaued. For howe can fo flraunge in- 
formations be profitable, or how can they be beaten 
into their headdes, whofe myndes be allredye pre- 
uented: with cleane contrarye perfuafions? This 
fchole philofophie is not vnpleafaunte amonge firendes 
in familiare communication, but m the Schoiephiio- 
coimfelles of kinges, where greate matters SnSSktxonfol 
be debated and reafoned with greate autho- PrinceshathBa 
ntye, thefe thmges haue no place. ^ 

Thatisitwhiche I mente(c|uod he) wheni fayde philo- 
fophye hadde no place amonge kinges. 
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In dede (quod I) this fchole philofophie hath 
not: whiche thmketh all thinges mete for euery 
place. But there is an other philofophye more 
ciuile, whyche knoweth, as ye wolde fay, her owne 
llage, and thereafter orderynge and behauinge here- 
selfe in theplaye that fhe hathe in hande, playethe 
her parte accordingelye with comlyenes, vttennge 
nothmge oute of dewe ordre and faffyon. And this is 
the philofophye that you mufte vfe. Or els whyles a 
A fine and a commodye of Plautus IS playinge, and the 
fittesimiutude yy|g boudemeu ikoffynge and tryffelinge 
amonge them felfes, yf you fhoulde fodenlye come 
vpon the llage in a PMofophers apparrell, and reherfe 
oute of Octauia the place wherein Seneca difputetb 
Adumme With Nero * had It not bene better for you 
piaier hme played the domme perfone, then by 

reherfynge that, whych ferued neither for the tyme nor 
place to haue made fuche a tragycall comedye or 
gallymalfreye ? For by bryngynge in other Huffe that 
nothinge apperte3niethe to the prefente matter, you 
muile nedes marre and peruert the play that is in 
hand, thoughe the IlufFe that you bringe be muche 
better. What part foeuer you haue taken vpon you, 
playe that afweli as you can and make the bell of it : 
And doe not therefore dillurbe and br5mge oute at 
ordre the whole matter, bycaufe that an other, whyche 
is meryer and better cummethe to your remembraunce. 
So the cafe flandeth in a common wealthe, and fo it is 
m the confultations of Kynges and prynces. Yf euel 
opinions and noughty perfuafions can not be vtterly 
and quyte plucked out of their hartes, if you can not 
euen as you wolde remedy vices, which vfe and cus- 
tome hath confirmed : yet for this caufe you muH not 
leaue and forfake the common wealthe : you mulle not 
lorfake the fliippe in a tempelle, becaufe you can not 
rule and kepe downe the w)aides. No nor you mulle 
not laboure to dryue into their heades newe and 
llraunge informations, whyche you knowe wel lhalbe 
nothinge regarded i\yth them that be of cleane contrary 
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mindes. But you inufl with a crafty wile and a fubtell 
trayne fludye and endeuoure youre felfe, afmuche as in 
you lyethe, to handle the matter wyttelye and hande- 
fomelye for the purpofe, and that whyche you can not 
tume to good, fo to order it that it be not uerye badde. 
Bor It IS not poffible for al thmges to be well, onles all 
men were good. Whych I tliinke wil not be yet thies 
gjpd many yeares. 

By this meanes (quod he) nothinge elles wyl be 
bfought to paffe, but whyles that I goe aboute to 
remedye the madnes of others, I fhoulde be euen as 
madde as they. Bor if I wolde fpeake fuche thmges 
that be trewe I mull neades fpeake fuche thmges: 
but as for to fpeake falfe thinges, whether that be a 
philofophers parte or no I can not tel, truelye it is 
not my part Howebeit this communication of mine, 
thoughe peraduenture it maye feme vnplefaunte to 
them, yet can I not fee why it fhoulde feme llraunge, 
or folilhelye newfangled. If fo be that I fliould fpe^e 
thofe thinges that Plato faynethe m his weale publique: 
or that the Utopians doe in theires, thefe TheUtopia 
thinges thoughe they were (as they be in dede) weaiepubk- 
better, yet they myghte feme fpoken oute of 
place. Forafmuche as here amonges vs, euerye man 
hathe his poffeffions feuerall to him felfe, and there all 
thinges be common. But what was m my communi- 
cation conteyned, that mighte not, and oughte not in 
anye place to be fpoken^ Sauynge that to them 
whyche haue throughlye decreed and determined with 
them felfes to runne hedlonges the contrary waye it 
can not be acceptable and pleafaunt, becaufe it call- 
eth them backe, and fheweth them the leopardies, 
Verily e yf all th3mges that euel and vitioufe maners 
haue caufed to feme mconueniente and noughte fhould 
be refufed, as thmges vnmete and reprochefull, th^^n we 
mull among ChriSen people wynke at the mofle parte 
of al thofe thinges, whych Chrift taught vs, and fo 
flreitly forbad them to be winked at, yat thofe thinges 
alfo whiche he whifpered ii^ye eares of his difciples he 

F 
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commaunded to be proclaimed in open homes. And 
yet ye moil parte of them is more diffident irom the 
maners of the worlde nowe a dayes, then my communi- 
cation was. But preachers flie and wilie men follow- 
ynge youre counfel (as I fuppofe) bicaufe they faw men 
euel willing to frame theyr manners to Chniles rule, they 
haue wreiled and wriede his doctryne, and like a rule of 
leade haue applyed it to mennes manners : that by fome 
meanes at the leaile waye, they myghte agree together 
Whereby I can not fee what good they haue done ; but 
that men may more fickerlye be euell. And I truelye 
ihoulde preuaile euen as litle m kinges counfelles 
For either I muile faye otherwayes then they faye, and 
then I were as good to faye nothinge, or els I mufle 
faye the fame that they faye, and (as Mitio faieth in 
Terence) helpe to further their madnes. For that 
craftye v^yle, and fubtil traine of yours, I can not per- 
ceaue to what purpofe it ferueth, wherewith you wolde 
haue me to dudy and endeuoure my felfe, yf all 
thinges can not be made good, yet to handle them 
wittily and handfomely for the puipofe, yat as farre forth 
as IS poffible they, may not be very euel. For there is no 
place to diffemble m, nor to wincke in. Noughtye 
counfelles muile be openlye allowed and verye peftilent 
decrees muile be approued. He ihalbe counted worfe 
then a fpye, yea almoile as euel as a traytour, that with 
a faynte harte doth prayfe euel and noyefome decrees. 
Moreouer a man canne haue no occafion to doe good, 
chaunfmge into the companye of them, whych wyl foner 
peruerte a good man, then be made good them felfes : 
through whofe euel company he ihalbe marred, or els 
if he remayne good and innocent, yet the wickednes 
and follye of others ihalbe imputed to hym, and layde 
m his necke. So that it is impoflible with that craftye 
wyele, and fubtel trayne to tume anye thmge to better. 
V^erefore Plato by a goodlye fimilitude declareth, why 
wife men refraine to medle in the common weal the. 
For when they fee the people fwarme into the ilretes, 
and daily wet to the ikinn^e with rayne, and yet can 
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not perfuade them to goe out of the rayne, and to take 
their houfes, knowynge wel, that if they fliouide goe 
out to them, theyfhouid nothmge preuayle, nor Wynne 
ought by It, but with them be wette alfo in the raine, 
they do kepe them felfes within their houfes, being 
content that they be faffe them felues, femge they can- 
not remedye the follye of the people. Howe be it 
doubtleffe maifler More (to fpeke tmelye as my mynde 
geueth me) where poffeffions be pnuate, where money 
bearethe all the flroke, it is harde and almofle impofli- 
ble that there the weale publique maye luflelye be 
gouemed, and profperouflye floryfhe. Onles you thmke 
thus * that luflyce is there executed, where all thmges 
come into the handes of euell men, or that profpentye 
there fioryffhethe, where all is diuided amonge a fewe : 
whyche fewe neuertheleffe doe not leade theire hues 
very wealthely, and the refydewe lyue myferablye, 
wretchedlye, and beggerlye Wherefore when I con- 
fyder with my felfe and weye in my mynde the w]yfe, 
and godly eordmaunces of the Utopians, amonge whome 
with verye fewe lawes all thmges be fo wel and wealthe- 
lye ordered, that vertue is had in pryce and eflimation, 
and yet all thmges beinge there common, euerye man 
hath aboundauiice of euer}'e thinge Agame on the 
other part, when I compare with them fo manye na- 
tions euer makinge newe lawes, yet none of them all 
well and fufficientlye, fumyilhed with lawes ; where 
eueiye man calleth :iat he hathe gotten, his owne 
proper and pnuate goodes, where fo many newe lawes 
daylye made be not fufhciente for euerye man to enioye, 
defend, and knowe from an other mans that whych he 
calletli his owne: which thinge the infinite controuerlies 
m the lawe, dayle r)rfynge, neuer to be ended, playnly 
declare to be trewe. Thefe thmges (I fay) 
when I confider with me felfe, I holde wel S 
with Plato, and doe nothmge marueilie, co^on wealth 
that he wouide make no lawes for them, 
that refufed thofe lawes, whereby all men fhoulde haue 
and enioye equall portions of weldies and commodities. 
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For the wife man did eafely forefee, this to bee the 
one and onlye waye to the wealthe of a communaltye, 
yf equalitye of all thinges Ihould be broughte m and 
llablylhed. Whyche I thinke is not poffible to be 
obferued, where euerye mans gooddes be proper and 
peculiare to him felfe. For where euerye man vnder 
certeyne tytlcs and pretences draweth and plucketh to 
himfelfe afmuch as he can, fo that a fewe deuide 
among them felfes all the whole riches, be there neuer 
fo muche abundaunce and ftoore, there to the refidewe 
is lefte lacke and pouertye. And for the moile parte 
it chaunceth, that this latter forte is more worthye to 
enioye that date of wealth, then the other be : bycaufe 
the ryche men be couetous, craftye, and vnprofitable^ 
On the other parte the poore be lowly, fimple, and by 
theire daylye laboure more profitable to the common 
welthe then to them felfes. Thus I doe fullye perfuade 
me felfe, that no equall and iulle diflribution of 
thinges can be made, nor that perfecte wealthe fhall 
euer be among men, onles this propriety be exiled 
and bannifiied But fo long as it ihal contmew, fo 
long fhal remaine among the moil and beil part of men 
the heuy, and ineuitable burden of pouerty and wretch- 
ednes. Whiche, as I graunte that it maye be fumwhat 
eafed, fo I vtterly denye that it can wholy be taken 
away For if there were a ilatute made, that no man 
ihould poifeffe aboue a certeine meafure of grounde, 
and that no man ihoulde haue in his ilocke aboue a 
prefcripte and appointed fome of money * if it were by 
certein lawes decreed, that neither the Kinge ihoulde 
be of to greate power, neither the people to haute and 
wealthy, and that offices ihoulde not be obteined by 
inordinate fuite, or by brybes and gyftes : that they 
ihoulde neither be bought nor fold, nor that it ihoulde 
be nedeful for the officers, to be at any coil or charge 
in their offices • for fo occafion is geuen to theym^ by 
fraude and rauin to gather vp their money againe, 
and by reafon of giftes and bribes the offices 
be s:euen to rich men, which ihoulde rather haue bene 
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executed of wife men : by fuch lavves I fay, like as 
ficke bodies that be defperat and pall cure, be wont 
with continual good cheriffing to be kept and botched 

for a time : fo thefe euels alfo might be lightened 
and mitigated. But yat thei may be perfectly cured, 
and brought to a good and vpryght date, it is not to be 
hoped for, whiles euery man is maider of his owne to 
him felfe Yea and whyles you goe aboute to doe 
youre cure of one parte, you lhall make bygger the fore 
of an other parte, fo the healpe of one caufeth anothers 
harme: forasmuche as nothinge can be geuen to annye 
one, onles it be taken from an other 

But I am of a contrary opinion (quod I) for me think- 
eth that men dial neuer there hue wealthelye, where all 
thinges be commen. For howe can there be abund* 
aunce of gooddes, or of any thing, where euery man with- 
draweth his hande from labour ? Whome the regard of 
his owne games driueth not to worke, but the hope that 
he hath m other mens trauayles maketh him dowthfull 
Then when they be pncked with pouertye, and yet no 
man can by any lawe or nght defend that for his owne, 
which he hathe gotten with the laboure of his owme 
handes, dial not there of neceffitiebe continual fedition 
and blodedied? Speciallye th e authontye and reuerence 
of magidrates bemge taken awaye, whiche, what place 
It maye haue with fuch men amonge whome is no differ- 
ence, I cannot deuife, 

I maniel not (quod he) that you be of this opinion 
For you conceaue in youre mmde either none at al, 
or els a verye falfe Image and fimilitude of this thing. 
But yf you had bene with me in Utopia, and had pre- 
fentelye fene theire fafdiions and lawes, as I dyd, 
whyche liued there, v. yeares, and moore, and wolde 
neuer haue commen thence, but onlye to make that 
newe lande knowen here : Then doubtles you wolde 
graunt, that you neuer fawe people wei ordered, but 
onlye there. 

Surely (quod maifler Peter) it fhalbe harde for you 
to make me beleue, that there is better order in that 
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newe lande, then is here in thefe countryes, that wee 
knowe. For good wittes be afwel here as there: 
and I thinke oure commen wealthes be auncienter 
than theires : wherin long vfe and experience hath 
found out many thinges commodious for mannes lyfe^ 
befides that manye thinges heare amonge vs haue 
bene founde by chaunce, which no wytte colde euer 
haue deuyfed. 

As touchinge the auncientnes (quod he) of com- 
mon wealthes, than you might better ludge, if you 
had red the hiflones and cronicles of that land, which 
if we may beleue, cities were there, before men were 
here. Nowe what thinge foeuer hetherto by witte 
hath bene deuifed, or found by chaunce, that myght be 
afwel there as here. But I thinke venly, though it 
were fo that we did paffe them in witte . yet in ftudy, 
in trauaile, and in labourfome endeuoure they farre 
paffe vs For (as theire Chronicles teflifie) before our 
amual there, they neuer hard any thing of vs, whome 
they cal the vltraequinoctialles : fauing that ones about 
M CC [twelve hundred] yeares ago, a certeinefhyppe was 
loll by the He of Utopia whiche was dnuen thether by 
tempefl Certeine Romaines and Egyptians wei e cafl on 
lande, Whyche after that neuer wente thence Marke 
nowewhatprofite theytookeof this one occafion through 
delygence and eamefle trauaile There was no crafte 
nor fcyence within the impire of Rome wherof any prof- 
fite could nfe, but they either lerned it of thefe flraun- 
gers, or els of them taking occafion to fearche for it, 
founde it oute. So greate proffite was it to them that 
euer anye wente thyther from hence. But yf annye 
like chaunce before this hath brought anye man from 
thence hether, that is as quyte out of remembraunce, 
as this alfo perchaunce m time to come fhalbe forgot- 
ten, that euer I was there And like as they quickelye, 
almofle at the firfl meting, made theire owne, what 
foeuer is amonge vs wealthelye deuifed : fo I fuppofe 
it wolde be long before we wolde receaue anythmge, 
that amonge them is better inflituted then amonge vs. 
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And this I fuppofe is the chiefe caufe whie their com- 
mon wealthes be wyfelyer gouemed, and doe flownlh 
m more wealthe, then ours, though we neither in wytte 
nor riches be their inferiours. 

Therefore gentle Maifler Raphael (quod I) I praye 
you and befeche you defcribe vnto vs the Ilande, 
And fludy not to be fliorte : but declare largely in 
order their groundes, their nuers, their cities, theire 
people, theire manners, their ordmaunces, their lawes, 
and to be fhort al thinges, that you ihal thmke vs de- 
fierous to knowe And you lhal thmke vs defierous 
to know what loeuer we knowe not yet 

There is nothing (quod he) that I wil doe gladlier. 
For all thefe thinges I haue freihe in mind. But ye 
matter requireth leafure. 

Let vs go in therfore (quod I) to dinner, afterward 
we wil beftowe the time at our pleafure* 

Content (quod he) be it 

So we went in and dynea When dinner was done, 
we came into the fame place again, and late vs downe 
vpon the fame benche, commaunding oure feruauntes 
that no man Ihould trouble vs. Then I and Maifler 
Peter Giles defiered maifler Raphael to performe his 
promife. He therefore feing vs defirous and willing to 
hearken to him, when he had fit llil and paufed a 
litle while, mufing and bethinkinge himfelfe, thus he 
began to fpeake. 


mu of tje 



tofee of ti&e communtcatton 
of Eapfiael J^^gt^loDage, concec» 

mnq t^e bejst state of a common mealtfie 
contegmnge tfie Discrtption of satojita, 
toitl) a large Deelaratton of ti^e poIt=* 
ttfte gouernemente, anU of all tje 
gooB laines auB orBers of 
tl)e satne KlanBe* 

He Hand of Utopia, con* 
teynethe xn breadthe in 
the middel parte of it 
(for there it is brodell) 
CC. [two hundred] 
miles Which bredthe 
continueth throughe 
the molle parte of the 
lande Sauing that by litie and litle it commeth m, and 
waxeth narrower towardes both the endes. Which fetch- 
ing about a circuite or compaffe of V.C. [five hundred] 
Miles, do fafiion ye whole Iland like to ye new mone. 
Betwene thefe two comers the fea runneth in, diuidyng 
them a fonder by the dillaunce. of. xi miles or there 
aboutes, and there furmountethe into a large and wyde 
fea, which by reafon that the land on euery fide com- 
paffethe it about, and fhiltreth it from the windes, is not 
roughe, nor mounteth not with great wanes, but almoll 
floweth quietlye, not muche vnlike a greate ftandinge 
powle : and maketh welnieghe all the fpace within the 
bellye of the lande in maner of a hauen : and to the 
greate commoditie of the inhabitauntes receaueth in 
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lliyppes to^^ardes euerye parte of the lande. The 
forefrontes or frontiers of the. ii. comers, what with 
fordes and fhelues, and what with lockes be verye 
leoperdous and daungerous. In the middle dis- 
taunce betwene them bothe flandeth vp aboue the 
water a greate rocke, which therfore is nothing peril- 
ious bycaufe it is in fight Vpon the top Apiacenatu- 
of this rocke is a faire and a fliong tower 
budded, which they holde with a gamfon gamson 
of men. Other rockes there be lyinge hidde vnder the 
water, which therfore be daungerous. The channelles 
be knowen onely to themfelfes. And therfore it feldome 
chauncetli that anye flraunger oneles he be guided by 
an Utopian can come in to this hauen. In fo muche 
that they themfelfes could Ikafelye entre withoute 
ieoperdie, but that theire way is directed and mled by 
certaine lande markes llandinge on the a politique 
flior& By turniage, tranaatmge, and re- *of 

mouinge thies markes into other places land markes 
they maye dellroye theire enemies names, be they neuer 
fo many. The out fide or vtter circuite of ye land is 
alfo fill of hauens, but the landing is fo fuerly fenced, 
what by nature, and what by workemanfiiyp of mans 
hand, that a fewe defenders maye dryue backe many 
armies. Howbeit as they faye, and as the faffion of the 
place It felfe dothe partely ftiewe, it was not euer com- 
pafied about with the fea. Bu; kyng Utopus, xheiiande 
whofe name, as conquerourthe Hand bear- JaSdof kmg 
eth (For before his tyme was called A- Utopus 
braxa) which alfo broughte the rude and wild people 
to that excellent perfection m al good faffions, humani- 
tye, and ciuile gentilnes, wherin diey nowe goe beyond 
al ye people of the world * euen at his firfle amuinge 
and enteringe vpon the lande, furthwith obteynynge the 
victory, caufed. xv [fifteen] myles fpace of vplandyfiie 
grounde, where the fea had no palfage, to be cut and 
dygged vp. 

And fo brought the fea rounde aboute the Ian de He 
fet to this worke not only the inhabitauntes of the 
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Ilaiide (becaufe they Ihould not thinke it done in con- 
tumelye and defpyte) but alfo all his owne 
loldiours Thus the worke beyng diuided 
worke fo greate a numbre of workemen, was 

with excedinge maruelous fpede dyfpatched In fo 
muche that the borderers, whiche at the firlle began to 
mocke, and to lelle at this vaine enterpryfe, then turned 
theire derifion to marueyle at the fucceffe, and to feare. 
Cities m uto- Therebe in the Ilande. liiii. [fifty four] large 
and faire cities, or fhiere townes, agreyng all 
together in one tonge, in lyke maners, inllitucions, and 
Sinuhtude lawes. They be all fet and fituate a lyke, 
caused! con- and in al poyntes fafliioned alyke, as farforthe 

as the place or plotte fufferethe 
Ameanedis- Of thefe cities they that be nighefte to- 
tSJene^aSe gether be, xxiiii. [twenty four] myles afondef . 
and atie Agaiue there is none of them dillaunte from 
the nexte aboue one dayes iomeyeye a fote. There com 
yearly to Amaurote out of euery c)^ie. in old men wyfe 
and well experienced, there to entreate and debate, of 
the common matters of the land. For this citie (be- 
oaufe it ftandeth lufle in the middes of the Ilande, and 
is therefore molle mete for the ambafladours of all 
partes of the realme) is taken for the chiefe and heade 
citye. The precinctes and bound es of the Ihieres be fo 
Thedistnbu- commodiouflye appoynted oute, and fet 
tion of landes fourthe for the cities, that none of them all 
hatheofanyefydeleffethenxx. [twenty] myles of grounde^ 
and of fome fyde alfo muche more, as of that pait where 
But this now the Cities be of farther dillaunce afonder. 
|^w!fdeSaU None of the cities defire to enlarge the 
^scheife boundes and limites of theire Ihieres. For 
they counte them felfes rather the good hufbandes, then 
the owners of theire landes. They haue in 
the countrey in all partes of the fhiere 
and pnncipaiiy houfes or fermcs builded, wel appointed 
SSun^d”*^ and fumyfhed witli all fortes of inarumentes 
and^ tooles belongynge to hufbandrye. 
Thefe houfes be inhabited of the citezens, whyche come 



of ®top{a. 75 

tliether to dwelle by coiirfe. No liowfholde or ferme in: 
the coun trey hath fewer then, xl [forty] periones men and 
women, befydes two bondmen, whyche be all vnder the 
rule and order of the good man, and the good wyfe of 
the houfe, bemge bothe veiye fage, difcrete, and aun- 
cienteperfones. Andeveiy.xxx. [thirty] fennes or families 
haue one heade ruler, whyche is called a Philarche,. 
being as it were a head baylyffe Out of eueiy one of 
thefe families or fermes commeth euerye yeare into the 
citie. XX. [twenty] perfones whichehaue continewed. ij. 
yeres before in the countreye In theire place fo manye 
ffelhe be fent thether oute of the citie, whoe, of them 
that haue bene there a yeare all readye, and be there- 
fore expert and connmge in hufbandry, fhalbe inflructed 
and taughte And they the nexte yeare lhall teache 
other. This order is vfed for feare that either Ikarfenes 
of victualles, or fome other like incommoditie fhould 
chaunce, throughe lacke of knowledge* yf they ftiould 
be altogether newe, and frelhe, and vnexperte in hus- 
bandrie. This maner and falTion of yearelye chaung- 
inge and renewinge the occupiers of hufbandrye, though 
It be folempne and cuflomablye vfed, to th[e] intern that 
no man fhall be conilrayned agamfle his wil to con- 
tynewe longe m that harde and iharpe kynde of lyfe, 
yet manye of them haue fuche a pleafure and delyte in 
hufbandrye, that they obteyne a longer fpace of yeares 
Thefe hufbandmen plowe and til the ground, dueties of 
and breede vp cattel, and prouidc and make men of hmban- 
ready woode, whyche they carrye to the 
citie either by lande, or by water, as they maye roofle 
conuenyently They br3nige vp a greate multitude of 
pulleyne, and that by a memayloufe policye. For the 
bennes dooe not fytte vpon the egges . but by a straunge 
keepynge theym in a certayne equall heate 
they brynge lyfe into them, and hatche bn^lTng^vp 
theym. Thechykens,afroneastheybecome o^P^^ieyne 
oute of the fhel, follow men and women in fleade of 
the hennes. They brynge vp veiye fewe Thevseof 
horfes* nor none, but very fearce ones: 
and that for none other v^e or purpofe, but onlye to 
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exercyfe tlieire youthe in rydpige and feates of armes. 
Thevscof For oxcn be put to ail the laboure of plow- 

Oxcn yng and drawinge. Whiche they graunte 

to be not fo good as horfes at a fodeyne brunte, and 
(as we faye) at a deade lifte, but yet theyholde opinion, 
that oxen wil abide and fufifre muche more laboure, 
payne and hardnes, then horfes wil. And they thinke 
that oxen be not in daunger and fubiect vnto fo many 
difeafes, and that they be kepte and mamteined with 
muche leffe colle and charge, and finallye that they be 
good for meate, when they be pail laboure. They fowe 
„ .... come onelye for breade. For their drinke 

IS eyther wyne made of grapes, or els of 
apples, or peares, or els it is cleare water. And 
many times meathe made of honey or licoureffe 
fodde[n] in water, for thereof they haue great llore. And 
though they knowe certeynlie (for they knowe it per- 
fectly in dede) how muche vitailes the citie wyth the 
whole countreye or fhiere rounde aboute it doeth 
. , fpende: Yet they fowe muche more come, 

tion m sowMg and bryed vp muche more cattell, then 
of come feruethfor their owne vfe, partynge the ouer 

plus among their borderers. What foeuer neceffane 
thinges be lacking in the countrey, all fuche fluffe they 
fetch out of the citie : where without any exchaunge 
they eafelye obteyne it of the magiflrates of the citie. 
For euery moneth manie of them go into the citie on 
the holye daye When theyr haruell day draweth 
neare, and is at hande, then the Philarches, which 
be the head officers and bailifes of hufbandrie, fend 
Mutual hei e ^orde to the magiflrates of the citie what 

jquwkeiy di^pat- numbre of haruefl men is nedefull to 

cheth 

whiche companye of hamefl men 
beynge readye at the daye 
appoynted, almofl in one 
fayre daye difpachetb 
all the hamefl 
w^oorke. 
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(Bf ti)e cttie0 
anU namelp of amaurote* 

for their cities, who fo knoweth one of theniy 
knoweth them all : they be al fo like one 
to an other, as farfurthe as the nature of 
the place permitteth. I will defcribe 
therefore to you one or other of them, for 
It fkilleth not greatly which : but which rather then 
Amaurote ? Of them all this is the worthieft and of 
mofl dignitie For the refideu knowledge it for the 
head citie, because there is the counfell houfe. Nor 
to me anye of them all is better beloued, as wherein I 
lined hue whole yeares together. The ^The descnp- 
citie of Amaurote flandeth vpon the fide of Amau- 
of a lowe hill in fafhyon almoll foure StfemUto- 
fquare. For the breadth of it beginneth 
a litle beneth the toppe of the hill, and flill continueth 
by ye fpace of two miles, vntill it come to the ryuer of 
Anyder. The length of it, which iieth by the ryuers 
fyde, is fumwhat more The nuer of Any- ^he descnp- 
der rifeth four and twentie myles aboue tionofthenuer 
Amaurote out of a little fpringe But ° 
beynge mcreafed by other fmale nuers and broukes 
that runne into it, and amonge other two fumwhat 
bygge ons, before the citie it is half a mile broade, 
and farther broader. And fortie myles beyond the 
citie it falleth into the Ocean fea. By all that fpace 
that liethe betwene the fea and the citie, and cer- 
ten myles alfo aboue the citie the water ebbeth and 
floweth fixe houres together with a fwift tide. Whan 
the fea floweth in, for the length of thirtie 
miles it filleth all the Anyder with falte m Enjand m 
water, and driueth backe the frefhe water 
of the ryuer. And fumwhat further it 
chaungeth the fwetenes of the frefhe water with faltnes.. 
But a litle beyonde that the riuer waxeth fwete. and 
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runneth foreby the citie frelhe and pleafaunt And 
when the fea ebbeth, and goeth backe agame, the frefhe 
water foloweth it almoolle euen to the verie fal into the 
fea Ther goeth a bridge oner the riuer 
SSh London made not of piles or of timber, but of 
agrewithA- ftoncwaike with gorgious and fubflancial 
arches at that part of the citie that is far- 
thefl from the fea : to the intent that fhippes maye 
paffe alonge forbie all the fide of the citie without let. 
They haue alfo an other riuer which in dede is not verie 
great. But it runneth gentely and pleafauntly. For 
it rifeth euen oute of the fame hill that the citie fland- 
eth vpon, and runneth downe a Hope through the 
middes of the citie into Anyder. And becaufe it 
rifeth a litle withoute the citie, the Amaurotians haue 
mclofed th^ head fpnnge of it, with flronge fences and 
bulwarkes, and fo haue ioyned it to the citie. This is 
-done to the mtente that the water fiioulde not be 
The vse of flopped nor turned away, or poyfoned, if 
freshe water their eiiemics fliould chaunce to come vpon 

them From thence the water is deriued and conueied 
downe in cannels of bricke diuers wayes into the lower 
partes of the citie. Wliere that cannot be done, by 
reafon that the place wyll not fuffer it, there they ga- 
ther ye raine water m great ciflernes, whiche doeth 
The defence of them as good feruice. The citie is com- 
townewaiies paffed aboute with a heighe and thicke 
ilone walle full of turrettes and bulwarkes. A drie 
diche, but deape, and biode, and ouergrowen with 
bufhes, bners, and thomes, goeth aboute thre fides or 
quarters of the city. To the fourth fide the riuer it 
felfe ferueth for a ditche. The flretes be 
appointed and fet furth very commodious 
and handfome, both for carriage, and alfo againfle the 
Buiidinges and windes. The houfes be of faire and gor- 
houses. gious building, and on the flrete fide they 
flande ioyned together m a long rowe through the 
whole flreate without any partition or feparation. Tlie 
flretes be twentie foote brqije. On the backe fide of 
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the homes through the whole length of the 
flreete, lye large gardens mclofed rounde 
aboute wyth the backe part of the flreetes. 

Eueiye houfe hathe two doores, one into 
the Hreete, and a pofteme doore on the backfyde into 
the garden. Thefe doores be made with two leaues, 
neuer locked nor bolted, fo eafie to be opened, that 
they wil foilowe the leall drawing of a fynger, and 
Ihutte againe alone. Whofo will, may go in, for there 
iS nothinge within the houfes that is pri- 
uate, or anie mans owne And euery tenth ^SifSof Pia- 
yeare they chaunge their houfes by lot tohiscom- 
They fet great flore by their gardeins. In ^ 
them tliey haue vineyardes, all maner of fruite, herbes, 
and flowres, fo ple^aunt, fo well furnifhed, and fo 
fynely kepte, that I neuer fawe thynge more frute- 
full, nor better trimmed in anye place 
Their ftudie and deligence herein commeth dJwof^dens 
not onely of pleafure, but alfo of a certen 
flrife and contention that is betwene flrete ° ° 
andilrete, concerning the trimming, hufbanding, and fur- 
nifihing of their gardens : eueryeman for his owne parte. 
And verelye you ihall not lightelye finde in all the citie 
anye thinge, that is more commodious, eytherfor the pro- 
hte of the Citizens, or for pleafure. And therfore it maye 
feme that the firll founder of the citie mynded nothing 
fo much, as thefe gardens. For they faye that kinge 
Utopus him felfe, euen at the hril beginning appointed, 
and drewe furth the platte fourme of the citie mto this 
fafhion and figure that it hath nowe, but the gallant gar- 
nifhinge, and the beautifull fettinge furth of it, wherunto 
he lawe that one mannes age would not fuffice • that he 
left to his pofieritie. For their cronicles, whiche they 
kepe written with all deligente circumfpection, contein- 
ynge the hiflorie of. M. vii. C. lx. [one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty] yeares, euen from the firfie con- 
queft of the Ilande, recorde and witneffe that the 
houfes m the beginning were very low, and like homely 
icotages or poore iheppard ^loufes, made at all aduen- 


To euery dwell- 
ing house a 
garden platte 
adioyninge. 
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tures of euerye rude pece of tymber, that came firfte to 
hande, with mudde walles, and ridged rooffes, thatched 
ouer with flrawe. But nowe the houfes be curioullye 
buylded after a gorgious and gallante forte, with three 
floryes one ouer another. The outQdes of the walles 
be made either of harde fl3mte, or of plaller, or els of 
bncke, and the mner fydes be well flrengthened mth 
tymber work. The roofes be plaine and flat, couered 
With a certen kinde of plailer that is of no cofle, and 
yet fo tempered that no fyre can hurt or perilhe it, 
and withflandeth the violence of the wether better 
Glazed or can. ^.ny leade. They kepe the winde 

uased wxn- oute of their windowes with glafle, for 
dowes -g much vfed, and fomhere alfo 

with fine linnen cloth dipped m oyle or am- 
bre, and that for two commodities. 

For by thys meanes more 
lighte commeth m, and 
the winde is better 
kepte oute 

Verye thirtie families orfermes, chuefe them 
yerely an officer, which in their olde Ian- 
guage is called the Syphograunte, and by 
a newer name the Philarche. Euery ten 
Syphograuntes, with al their thirtie families 
A be vnder an officer which was ones called) 

the utopiane the 1 rambore, nowe the chiefe Philarche. 
a hfad*S“<*iS Moreouer as conceminge the election of 
peere the Pnnce, all the Syphograuntes, which 

be in number. 200. firfl be fworne to chuefe, him 
A manieious whom they thinke moofle mete and ex- 
pediente. Then by a fecrete election, they 
magistrates name pnnce one of thofe inj. whome the 
people before named vnto them. For oute of the. iiij. 
quarters of the citie there be iiij chofen, oute of 
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euery quarter one, to Handle for the election : Whiche 
be put vp to the counfell. The princes Tyranny xn a 
office continueth all his life t)rme, oneles wei ordered 
he be depofed or put downe for fufpition of vuSL to 
tirannie They chuefe the Tranibores abhorred, 
yearly, but lightlie they chaunge them not. All the 
other officers be but for one yeare. The Tram- 
bores euerye thyrde daye, and fumtimes, yf nede be^ 
oftener come into the counfell houfe with the prince. 
Their counfell is concemmge the common Sutesandcon 
wealthe. If there be any controuerfies Jfouersiesbe- 
araonge the commoners, wdiiche be verye partie furth- 
fewe, they difpatch and ende them by and d2?4hich^now 
by. They take euer. ij Siphograuntes 
to them in counfel, and euen dai a new ?S)°nabiy de- 
coupel. And it is prouided, that nothmge 
touchmge the common wealthe ffialbe confirmed and 
ratified, onlelTe it haue bene reafoned of 
and debated thre daies in the counfell, be- 
fore It be decreed. It is deathe to haue 
anye confultation for the common wealthe 
oute of the counfell, or the place of the common 
election This Hatute, they faye, was made to the en- 
tente, that the pnnce and Tranibores might not eafilye 
confpire together to oppreffe tlie people by tyrannic, 
and to chaunge the Hate of the weale publik. Ther- 
fore matters of great weight and importance be broughte 
to the election houfe of the Siphograuntes, which open 
the matter to their families. And aftenvarde, when 
they haue confulted amonge themfelues, they Ihew 
their deuife to the counfell Somtime the matter is 
broughte before the counfel of tlie whole . , 

Ilande, Furthermore this cuHome alio the thye to be vsed 
counfel vfeth, to difpute or reafon of no mat- ou^cotnslif 
ter the fame <iaye that it is firfle propofed or and parha- 
put furthe, but to defferre it to the nexte 
fyttmge of the counfell. Becaufe that no man when 
he hath ralhely there fpoken that commeth to his 
tonges ende, fiiall then afterwarde rather Hudye for 
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^eafons wherewith to defende and mainteine his firll 
fohlh fentence, than for the commoditie of ye comnion 
wealth : as one rather willing the harnie or hmdraunce 
of the weale publike then any Ioffe or diminution of 
his owne exiftimation. And as one that would he 
afhamed (which is a very fohfhe ffiame) to be count- 
ed anye thing at the firfle ouerfene in the mat- 
ter "Who at the firff ought to haue 
fpoken rather wyfelye, 
then haflely, or 
rafhlye. 

C <Bf Scfences!, Craftejs anh 
Dtupationiff, 

fbandne is a Science common 
to them all mgenerall, bothe 
men and women, wherein 
they be all experte and cun- 
ning. In this they be all 
mllructe euen from their youth, partelie in their 
fcholes with traditions and preceptes, and partlie in 
the countrey nighe the citie, brought vp as it were in 
Siences or oc- pla3nnge, not onely beholding the vfe of 
should be lear- <^ccafion of exercifmg their bodies 

ned for neces- practifmg it allo Befides hufbandne, 
norfofthe^^ whiche (as I laide) is common to them all, 
mayntenaunce euerye One of them leameth one or other 
cesseandwan- feueial and particular icience, as his owne 
ton pleasure proper crafte. That is mofl commonly 
either clothworkmg in wol or flaxe, or mafonne, or 
the fmithes craft, or the carpenters fcience For there is 
none other occupation that any number to fpeake of 
doth vfe there. For their garmentes, which through- 
Simiiitudem oute ail the Ilande be of one falhion, 
apparreii (fauynge that there is a difference betwene 
the mans garmente and the womans, betwene the 
maried and the vnmaned) and this one continueth for 


Husbandne 
or tillage practi- 
sed of all esta- 
tes, which now 
a dayes is reiect 
vntoafewe of 
the basest sort I 
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euermore vnchaunged, femely and comelie to the eye, 
no lette to the mouynge and weldynge of the bodye, 
alfo fytte both for wynter and fummer : as for thefe 
garmentes (I faye) eueiy familie maketh their owne 
But of the other forefaide craftes euerye citizem 
man learneth one. And not onely the men, wthout a sci- 
but alfo the women But the women, as 
the weaker fort, be put to the eafier craftes : as to 
worke wolle and flaxe The more laborfome fciences 
be committed to the men. For the moofle part 
euery man is broiighte vp in his fathers xowhatocu- 
crafte, ‘ For mode commonlye they be na- pation euery- 
turallie therto bente and inclined. But yf a urincimtd 
mans minde flande to anye other, he is by 
adoption put into a familye of that occupa- 
tion, which he doth mod fantafy Whome not onely 
his father, but alfo the magidrates do diligently loke to, 
that he be put to a difcrete and an honed houfeholder. 
Yea, and if anye perfon, when he hath learned one 
crafte, be defierous to learne alfo another, he is likewyfe 
fuffred and permitted. 

When he hathe learned bothe, he occupieth whether 
he ivyll : onelefle the citie haiie more neade of the one, 
then of the other. The chiefe and almoode the onelye 
ofiyce of the Syphograuntes is, to fee and take hede, 
that no manne fit idle . but that euerye one 
applye hys owne craft with earned dili- tobl^nSenout 
gence. And yet for all that, not to be oftheweaiepu- 
weaned from earlie in the morainge, to late 
in the euenmnge, with continuall worke, like labouringe 
and toylmge beades. 

For this is worfe then the miferable and wretched 
condition of bondemen Wliiche neuertheles is almoode 
euerye where the lyfe of workemen and artificers, fauing 
in Utopia For they diuidynge the daye and the nyghte 
into xxiiii. lude houres, appomteand afligne Amoderauon 
onelye fixe of thofe houres to woorke before toyie^^ 

noone, vpon the whiche they go dreighte to 
diner, and afterdmer,when_theyhaue reded two houres. 
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then they worke iii. houres and vpon that they go to fup 
per. Aboute eyghte of the cloke in the eueninge (conn' 
tinge one of the clocke at the firfle houre after noone) 
they go to bedde : eyght houres they geue to flepe. 
All the voide time, that is betwene the houres of worke, 
flepe, and meate, thattheybefufferedtobeflowe, euery 
man as he liketh bell him felfe. Not to th[e] intent that 
they (hold mifpend this time in note or flouthfulnes : 
but beynge then licenfed from the laboure of their 
owne occupations, to bellow the time well and thrifte- 
lye vpon fome other fcience, as lhall pleafe them. For 
it IS a folempne cullome there, to haue lectures day lye 
early in the morning, where to be prefente they onely 
be conllramed that be namelye chofenand appoynted to 
Thestudieof leammge. Howbeit a greate multitude of 
good literature eueiy foit of people, both men and women 
go to heare lectures, fome one and fome an other, as 
euerye mans nature is inclined. Yet, this notwith- 
flanding, if any man had rather beHowe this time vpon 
his owne occupation, (as it chaunceth in manye, whofe 
mindes rife not m the contemplation of any fcience 
liberall) he is not letted, nor prohibited, but is alfo 
prayfed and commended, as profitable to the common 
piayingafter wealthe. After fupper they bellow one 
supper houre in playe : in fummer in their gardens : 
in winter in their commen halles . where they dine and 
fuppe There they exercife themfelues m mufike, or 
els in honell and wholfome communication Dice- 
playe,and fuche other folifiie and pernicious game^they 
know not. But they \Te ij. games not much 
dies^dJcepfay vnlike the cheffe The one is the battell 
of numbers, wherein one numbre Ilealethe 

0 princes ^waye another The other is wherm vices 
fyghte with vertues, as it were in battel array, or a fet 
piaies or ga- which game is verye properlye 

mes also pro- fliewed, both the flnffe and difcorde that 
fitabie vices haue amonge themfelfes, and agayne 

theire vnitye and concorde agamfte vertues ; And 
alfo what vices be repugnaunt to what vertues: 
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with what powre and flrength they alTaile them open- 
lye : by what wieles and fubtelty they affaulte them 
fecretelye: with what helpe and aide the vertues refifle, 
and ouercome the puiffaunce of the vices : by what 
craft they fruflrate their purpofes . and finally by what 
fleight or meanes the one getteth the victory. But 
here leafl you be deceaued, one thinge you mulle looke 
more narrowly vpon For femge theybeflowe but. vi. 
houres in woorke, perchaunce you maye thinke that the 
lacke of fome neceffarye thmges hereof maye enfewe 
But this is nothinge fo For that final time is not 
only enough but alfo to muche for the floore and 
abundaunce of all thinges, that be requifite, either for 
the necefiitie, or commoditie of life. The which 
thmge you alfo fhall perceaue, if you weye kyndes 
and confider with your felfes how great a and sones of 
parte of the people in other contreis lyueth 
ydle. Firfl almofl all women, whyche be the halfe of 
the whole numbre : or els if the women be 
fomewhere occupied, there moft common- 
lye in their fleade the men be ydle. Befydes this how 
greate, and how ydle a companye is there of preyfles, and 
relygious men, as they cal them ? put thereto Pnestes and 
al ryche men, fpeciallye all landed men, me^d 
which comonlye be called gentilmen, and landed men 
noble men Takeinto this numbre alfo theireferuauntes. 
I meane all that fiocke of floute bragging semyngmen 
ruffhe bucklers. loyne to them alfo llurdy 
and valiaunte beggers, clokinge their idle lyfe vnder 
the coloureof fome difeafe or fickenes And sturdy and 
trulye you lhal find them much fewer then vaUaunt 
you thought, by whofe labour all thefe 
thinges are wrought, that in mens affaires are now 
daylye vfed and frequented. Nowe confyder with youre 
felfe, of thefe fewe that doe woorke, how Wonderfuii 
fewe be occupied, in neceffarye woorkes. ^“eiy spoken. 
For where money beareth all the fwinge, there many 
vayne and fuperfluous occupations mull nedes be vfed, 
to feme only for ryotous^ fuperfluite, and vnhonefl 
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pleafure. For the fame multitude that now is occu- 
pied in woork, if they were deuidtd into fo fewe occu- 
pations as the neceffarye vfe of naUiie requyreth : id 
fo greate plentye of thinges as then oi iieceffity woulde 
enfue, doubtles the prices wolde be to lytle for the 
artifycers to maynteyne theire liuinges. But yf all thefe 
that be nowe bufied about vnprofitable occupations, 
with all the whole fiocke of them that l5aie ydellye and 
flouthfullye, whyche confume and wafle euerye one of 
them more of thefe thinges that come by other mens 
laboure, then, ij of theworkemen themfelfes doo yf all 
thefe (I faye) were fette to profytable occupatyons : 
you eafelye perceaue howe lytle tyme would be enoughc, 
yea and to muche to llooie vs with all thinges that maye 
be requifite either for neceffitie, or for commoditye^ 
yea or for pleafure, fo that the fame pleafure be trewe 
and natural. And this in Utopia the thinge it felfe 
makethe mamfelle and playne. For there in all the 
citye, with the whole contreye, or fhiere adioymng to 
It fcafelye. 500 perfons of al ye whole numbrc of men 
and women, that be neither to olde, nor to weake to 
worke, be licenfed and difcharged from laboure A- 

Notasmuch. “‘’''Se them be the Siphograuntes (whoe 
as the magi- tiiougne they be by the lawes exempte and 
Sly' priuilegedfromlabour)yettheyexempte not 
themfelfes . to the intent that they may the 
rather by then example prouoke other to worke. The 
fame vacation from labour do they alfo enioye, to whome 
the people perfuaded by the commendation of the 
piiefles, and fecrete election of the Siphograuntes, haue 
geuen a perpetual licence from laboure to leaminge. 
But if any one of them proue not accordinge to the 
expectation and hoope of him conceaued, he is forth- 
with plucked backe to the company of artificers. And 
contrarye wife, often it chaunceth that a handicraftes 
man doth fo eameflly beflowe his vacaunte and fpare 
hoiires in leaminge, and throughe diligence fo profytetb 
therin, that he is taken from his handy occupation, and 
promoted to the company o£ the learned Oute of this 
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ordre of the learned be chofen ambafia- oneiy learned 
dours, prielles, Tranibores, and finallye the called to 
prince him felfe. 'V^^ometheyintheire olde ° 
tonge cal Barzanes, and by a newer name, Adamus. 
The refidewe of the people being neither ydle, nor yet 
occupied about vnprofitable exercifes, it may be eafely 
ludged in how fewe houres how muche good woorke 
by them may be doone and difpatched, towardes tliofe 
thinges yat I haue fpoken of. This commodity they 
haue alfo aboue other, yat in the mofl part of necelTarye 
occupations they neade not fo much work, as other 
nations doe. For firll of all ye buildinse or ^ , . 

repa3m.nge of houfes alketh eueiye where excessme cost 
fo manye mens continual labour, bicaufe yat “ i^uddujg. 
the vnthnfty heire fuffereth ye houfes that his father 
buylded m cont)meuaunce of tyme to fall m decay. So 
that which he myghte haue vpholden-wyth lytle cofle, 
hys fucceflbure is conflreyned to buylde it agayne a 
newe, to his great charge Yea manye tymes alfo the 
howfe that floode one man in muche moneye, another 
IS of fo nyce and foo delycate a mynde, that he fettethe 
notliinge by it. JVnd it beynge neglected, and there- 
fore Ihortelye fall5mge into ruyne, he buyldethe vppe 
another in an other place with no leffe coile and 
chardge But amonge the Utopians, where all thinges 
be fett in a good ordre, and the common wealthe in a 
good llaye, it very feldom chaunceth, that they cheufe 
a newe plotte to buyld an houfe ypon. And tiiey doo 
not only finde fpedy and quicke remedies for prefent 
faultes : but alfo preuente them that be like to fall. And 
by this meanes their houfes contmewe and lafle very 
longe with litle labour and fmal reparations • in fo much 
that this kind of woorkmen fomtimes haue almofl noth- 
inge to doo. But that they be commaunded to hewe 
timbre at home, and to fquare and tnmme vp Hones, 
to the intente that if anye woorke chaunce, it may the 
fpedelier nfe Now Syr m theire apparell, 
marke (I praye you) howe few woorkmen the charge » 
they neade F}Tlle of ah whyles they be at *‘pi’"** 
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woorke, they be couered homely with leather oi Ikin- 
nes, that will lafl. vii. yeares When they go furthe 
abrode they cafle vpon them a cloke, whych hydeth 
the other homelye apparel Thefe clookes through out 
the whole Hand be all of one coloure, and that is the 
natural coloure of the wuL They therefore do not only 
fpend much lefle wullen clothe then is fpente m other 
contreis, but alfo the fame flandeth them in muche leffe 
cofte But lynen clothe is made with leffe laboure, and 
IS therefore hadde more in vfe. But in lynen cloth 
onlye wliyteneffe, in wullen only clenlynes is regarded. 
As for the fmalneffe or fineneffe of ye threde, that is 
no thmge paffed for And this is the caufe wherfore 
in other places iiii or v clothe gownes of dyuers col- 
oures, and as manye hike cootes be not enough e for 
one man. Yea and yf he be of the delicate and nyfe 
forte. X. [ten] be to fevve whereas there one garmente wyl 
ferue a man moofle commenlye. ij yeares. For whie 
fhoulde he defyre moo ? feinge yf he had them, he 
fhould not be the better hapte or couered from colde, 
neither in his apparel anye whitte the comlyer. 
Wherefore, femge they be all exercyfed in profitable 
occupations, and that fewe artificers in the fame craftes 
be fufficiente, this is tlie caufe that plentye of all thmges 
beinge among them, they doo fometymes bringe forthe 
an innumerable companye of people to amend the 
hyghe wayes, yf anye be broken. Many times alfo, 
when they haue no fuche woorke to be occupied 
aboute, an open proclamation is made, that they fliall 
beflowe fewer houres in worke. For the magillrates 
doe not exercife theire citizens againlle theire willes in 
vnneadefull laboures For whie in the inilitution of 
that weale publique, this ende is onelye and chiefely 
pretended and mynded, that what time maye poffibly 
be fpared from the neceffarye occupacions and affayxes 
of the commen wealth, all yat the citizeins flioulde with- 
drawe from the bodely feruice to the firee libertye of 
the minde, and garniflhmge of the fame. For herein 
they fuppofe the felicitye of 
this liife to^confifte. 
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conueriffation together. 

t nowe wil I declare how the citizens vfe 
them felfes one towardes another: what 
familiar occupieng and enterteynement, 
there is amonge the people, and what fas- 
fion they vfe m the diUnbution of euery 
thing. Firfte the city confifleth of families, the fami- 
lies moil commonlye be made of kmredes For the 
women, when they be maiyed at a lawefull age, they goo 
mto theire hulbandes houfes. But the male children, 
with al the whole male offpnnge conbnewe ftill m their 
owne family and be gouemed of the eldell and aun- 
cientell father, onles he dote for age: for then the next 
to him in age, is placed in his rowme. But to The numbre 
th[e] intent ye prefcript number of the citezens otwens. 

(lioulde neither decreafe, nor aboue meafure increafe, it 
IS ordeined that no familie which in euery citie be vi. 
thoufand in the whole, befydes them of the contrey, 
(hall at ones haue fewer children of the age of. xiin. 
yeares or there about then, x or mo then. xvi. for of 
children vnder this age no numbre can be prefcnbed 
or appointed. This meafure or numbre is eafely ob- 
ferued and kept, by putting them that in fuller 
* families be aboue the number into families of fmal- 
ler increafe But if chaunce be that in ye whole citie 
the floore increafe aboue the iufl number, therewith 
they fil vp ye lacke of other cities. But if fo 
be yat the multitude throughout the whole Ilande 
paiTe and excede the dewe number, then they chuefe 
out of euery citie certein citezens, and build vp a towne 
vnder their owne lawes in the next land where the in- 
habitauntes haue muche wafle and vnoccupied ground, 
receauing alfo of the fame countrey people to them, if 
they wil io}me and dwel with them. They thus ioyning 
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and dwelling together do eafelye agre in one faffion of 
lining, and Siat to the great wealth of both the peoples 
For they fo bringe the matter about by theire lawes, that 
the ground which before was neither good nor profitable 
for the one nor for the other, is nowe fufficiente and 
fruteful enoughe for them both. But if the inhabit- 
auntes of that lande wyl not dwell with them to be 
ordered by their lawes, then they dryue them out of 
thofe boundes which they haue limited, and apointed 
out for them felues. And if they refille and rebel, then 
they make warre agaynH them. For they counte this 
the molle mile caufe of warre, when anye people hold- 
ethe a piece of grounde voyde and vacaunt to no good 
nor profitable vfe, kep3nig other from the vfe and pof- 
feflion of it, whiche notwithflandyng by the lawe of 
nature ought thereof to be nourylhed and relieued If 
anye chaunce do fo muche dimmilhe the number of any 
of theire cities, that it cannot be fylled vp agayne, without 
the diminifhynge of the lufl numbre of the other cyties 
(whiche they fay chaunced but twyfe fynce the begin- 
nyng of the lande throughe a greate pellilente plage) 
then they fulfyil and make vp the numbre with cytezens 
fetched out of theire owne forreyne townes, for they 
had rather fuffer theire forre)me townes to decaye 
and perylhe, then any cytie of theire owne Ilande to be 
diminifhed. But nowe agayne to the conuerfation of 
So irn ht we cytezens amonge themfelfes. The eld- 
vteUbedisdw- efte (as I fayde) rulethe the familye The 
If ie mmiflers to theire hufbandes, the ' 

pany of ser- children to theire parentes, and to bee 
uyngmen {horte the yoiiger to theire elders Euery 
Cytie is deuided into foure equall partes or quarters. 
In the myddes of euery quarter there is a market place 
of all maner of thinges Thether the workes of eueiy 
familie be brought into certeyne houfes. And euerye 
k5mde of thing is layde vp feuerall m bemes or flore 
houfes. From hence the father of euerye familye, or 
euery houfholder fetchethe whatfoeuer he and his haue 
neade of, and carieth it away with him without money. 



without exchaunge, without any gage, pa’wne, or pledge. 
For whye fhoulde any thing be denyed vnto him? feynge 
there is abundaunce of all thinges, and that it is not to 
bee feared, lefle anye man wyll alke more then he 
neadeth. For whie Ihould it be thoughte that that man 
woulde afke more then anough, which is fewer neuer 
to lacke ? Certeynely in all kyndes of lyu- 
inge creatures either feare of lacke dothe coueteus and 
caufe couetoufnes and rauyne, or in man 
only pryde, which counteth it a glorious thinge to paffe 
and excel other in the fuperfluous and vayne oflentation 
of thinges. The whyche k)mde of vice amonge the 
Utopians can haue no place. Nexte to the market 
places that I fpake of, flande meate markettes : whe- 
ther be brought not only all fortes of herbes, and the 
fmites of trees, with breade, but alfo hlhe, and ail 
maner of. mi. footed bealles, and wilde foiile that be 
mans meate. But firll the fylthynes and ordure therof 
is dene walked awaye m the renmnge lyuer without the 
cytie in places appoynted mete for the fame purpofe 
From thence the bealles be brought in kylled, and 
cleane waflhed by the handes of theire bondemen For 
they permitte not their frie citezens to accuflome them 
felfes to the killing of beafles, through the vfe whereof 
they thmke, clemencye the gentelefle affec- or the siausih- 
tion of oure nature by lytle and lytle to ter of bastes 
decaye and peryfhe. Neither they fuffer nedmansiaugh- 
anye thinge that is fylthye, lothefom, or 
vnclenlye, to be broughte into the cytie, lead the ayre 
by the denche therof infected and corrupte, and or- 
fhoulde caufe peflilente difeafes More- 
ouer euerye drete hath certeyne great large Siiencrmto^®" 
halles fett m equal didaunce one from an- 
other, euerye one knowen by a feuerall name. In thefe 
halles dwell the Syphograuntes. And to euerye one of 
thefamehallesbeapoynted xxx.[thirty] families, on either 
fide. XV [fifteen] The dewardes of euerye halie at a cer- 
tayne houre come in to the meate markettes, where they 
receyue meate accordinge to jjjie number of their halles. 
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Care, diligence cliiefiie of all refpect IS had 

anditendance to the fycke, that be cured in the hofpi- 
aboutthesicke circuite of the citie, a 

iitle without ye walles, they haue. im hofpitalles, fo 
bigge fo wyde, fo ample, and fo large, that they may 
feme iiii litle townes, which were deuifed of yat bignes 
partely to th[e] intent the fycke, be they neuer fo many 
in numbre, ihuld not lye to thronge or llrayte, and 
therfore vneafely, and incommodioufly : and paitely 
that they which were taken and holden with contagious 
difeafes, fuche as be wonte by infection to crepe from 
one to an other, myght be layde apart farre from the 
company of ye refidue Thefe hofpitalles be fo wel 
appointed, and with al thingcs neceffary to health fo 
fumilhed,and more ouer fo diligent attendaunce through 
the continual prefence of cunning phifitians is geuen, 
that though no man be fent thether againfl his will, yet 
notwithflandinge there is no ficke perfone in al the citie, 
that had not rather lye there, then at home m his owne 
houfe When the ilewarde of the ficke hath receiued 
fuche meates as the phifitians haue prefcribed, then the 
belle is equallye deuided among the halles, according 
to the company of euery one, faumg that there is had 
a refpect to the prince, the b)dhop, the tranibours, and 
to ambaffadours and all flraungers, if there be any, which 
be verye fewe and feldome. But they alfo when tliey 
be there, haue certeyne feuerall houfes apointed and 
prepared for them To thefe halles at ye fet houres 
of dinner and fupper commeth all the whole Sipho- 
grauntie or warde, warned by ye noyfe of a brafen 
trumpet : except fuche as be ficke in ye hofpitalles, on 
Every man is in their owne houfes. Howbeit no 
Jo that nothm* prohibited or forbid, after the halles 

« LJe”by be ferued, to fetch home meate out of ye 
compulsion market to his own houfe. For they knowe 
that no man wyl doe it without a caufe re^onable. 
For thoughe no man be prohibited to dyne at home, 
yet no man doth it willyngly : becaufe it is counted a 
pointe of fmal honellie. And alfo it were a follye to 
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take the payne to drelTe a badde diner at home, when 
they may be welcome to good and fyne fare fo neiglie 
hande at the hall. In this hal al vile feruice, all flauery, 
and dmdgerie, with all labourfome toyle, and bafe bufi- 
nes IS donebybondemen But the women 
of euery family by courfe haue the office dresseaiidseme 
and charge of cookene for fethinge and 
dreffinge the meate, and ordennge all thinges theito 
belong5mg. They fit at three tables or moe, accordmge 
to the numbre of their company. The men fitte vpon 
the bench next the wall, and the women agamile them 
on the other fide of the table, that yf anye fodeyne euyll 
fhould chaunce to them, as many tymes happeneth to 
women with chylde, they maye nfe wythoute trouble or 
diflurbaunce of anye bodie, and go thence into the 
nurcene. The nurceis fitte feuerall alone 
with theyr younge fuckelmges in a certaine 
parloure appointed and deputed to the fame purpofe, 
neuer withoute fire and cleane water, nor yet without 
cradels, that when they wyll they maye laye downe the 
younge infantes, and at theyr pleafure take them oute 
of their fwathynge clothes, and holde them to the fire, 
and refreffie them with playe. Euery mother is nource 
to her owne childe, onles either death, or fycknes be 
the let. When that chaunceth, the wiues of the Sypho- 
grauntes quyekelye prouyde a nource. And that is not 
harde to be done. For they that can doo Notiung soner 
it, prefer themfelues to no feruice fo glad- 
lye as to that. Becaufe that there thys SenpraSnd 
kmde of pitie is muche prayfed and the commendation 
chylde that is nounlhed, euer after taketh his nource 
for his owne naturall mother. Alfo amonge the nourceis^ 
fytte all the children that be vnder the age ti, ^ 
of V yeares. All the other chyldren of otyons^^chl 
bothe kyndes, afwell boyes as girles, that 
be vnder the age of maryage, do eyther ferae at the 
tables, or els if they be to yonge therto, yet they fland 
by with maruailous filence. That whiche is geuen 
to them from the table thej eate, and other feuerai 
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dynner tyrae they haue none. The Siphograunte 
and his wife fitte in the inyddes of the high table, 
forafmuch as that is counted the honorablefl place, 
and becaufe from thence all the whole companie is 
in their fight. For that table flandeth oner wharte 
the ouer ende of the hall To them be ioyned two of 
the auncientefl and eldefl For at euerye table they fit 
foure at a meeffe. But yf there be a church {landing in 
yat Syphograuntie or warde, then the pnefl and his wife 
fitteth with the Siphograunt, as chiefe in the company 
iOn both fydes of them fit yonge men, and nexte vnto 
*2 he on nux againc olde men. And thus through 

ed wi°h out all the houfe equall of age be fette te- 
dders gether, and yet be mixt and matched with 

vnequal ages. This, they fay, was ordeyned, to the 
intent that the fagegrauitie and reuerence of the elders 
fhould kepe the yongers from wanton licence of wordes 
and behauioure. Forafmuch as noth5mge can be fo 
fecretlye fpoken or done at the table, but either they 
that fit on the one fide or on the other mulle nedes 
perceaue it The diflies be not fet down in order from 
Olde men re- place but all the olde men (whofe 

gardedlnd^re- places be marked with fome fpeciall token 
uerenced. knowen) be firfl ferued of their meate, 

and then the refidue equally- The olde men deuide 
their, deinties as they think befl to the yonger on eche 
fyde of them 

Thus the elders be not defrauded of their dewe hon- 
oure, and neuertheleffe equall commoditie commeth to 
This nowe euery one. They begin euerye dinner and 
serteTin^oS^e hopper of redinge fumthing yat perteneth to 
vnxuersities good maners and vertue. But it is fliorte, 
becaufe no man flialbe greued therwith. Hereof th[e] 
Talk® at the elders take occafion of honed communica- 
tabk neither fadde nor vnpleafaunt. 

Howbeit they do not fpende all the whole dmertime 
themfelues with longe and tedious talkes- but they 
gladly heare alfo the yonge men. yea, and purpofelye 
prouoke them to talke, to th[e] intent that they may haue 
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a profe ot euery mans vat, and towardnes, or difpofition 
to vertue, which commonlie in the iibertie of feafling 
doth Ihew and vtter it felf. Their diners be This is repug- 
verie Ihort: but their fuppers be fumwhat 
longer, becaufe that after dyner foloweth phisitions 
iaboure, after fupper flepe and natural refle, whiche they 
thinke to be of more (Irength and efficacie to wholfome 
and healthful! digellion. No fupper is paffed without 
muficke. Nor their bankettes lacke no Mustek at the 
concejrtes nor lonketes. They bume fwete table 
gummes and fpices or perfumes, and pleafaunt 
fmelles, and fprinckle aboute fwete oyntementes 
and waters, yea, they leaue nothing vndone that 
maketh for the chennge of the companye. For 
they be muche enclined to this opimon: to thinke 
no kinde of pleafure forbydden, whereof Pleasure with 
commeth no harme Thus therfore and JSco^enda* 
after this fort they hue togethers in the citie, we. 
but in the countrey they that dwell alone farre from 
any neighboures, do dyne and fuppe at home in their 
owne houfes For no familie there lacketh any kinde 
of victualles, as from whom com- 
meth all that the citezens 
eate and lyue by. 
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C tournegne or 

tjtrauaglmg afiroOe, toitfi Oiuero 

otfi^r matters eunninslge rea=^ 
soneOt sittO tosttUge 
BtscttsseD* 

Vt if any be defierous to vilite either they? 
frendes dwelling in an other citie, or to 
fee the place it felfe : they eafelie obteyne 
licence of their Siphograuntes and Trani- 
bores, onlefle there be fome profitable let 
No man goeth out alone but a compame is fente furth 
together with their prmces letters, which do teflifie 
tliat they haue licence to go that loumey, and pre- 
fcnbeth alfo the day of their retourne. They haue a 
wageyn geuen them, with a common bondman, which 
dnueth the oxen, and taketh charge of them. But 
onles they haue women in their compame, they fende 
home the wageyn agame, as an impediment and a let 
And thoughe they carye nothynge furth with them, yet 
in all their lorney they lack nothing. For wherfoeuer 
they come, they be at home. If they tary in a place 
longer then one daye, than there euery one of them 
falleth to his owne occupation, and be very gentilly 
enterteined of the workemen and companies of the 
fame craftes If any man of his owne heade and with- 
out leaue, walke out of his precmt and boundes, taken 
without the princes letters, he is broughte againe for a 
fugitiue or a runaway with great fliame and rebuke, 
and is fiiarpely punilhed. If he be taken in that fault 
againe, he is puniflied with bondage. If anye be de- 
firous to walke abrode into the feldes, or into the 
countrey yat belongeth to the fame citie that he dwell- 
eth in, obteininge the good wil of his father, and the 
confente of his wife, he is not prohibited. But into 
what part of ye contrei foeuer he commeth he hath no 
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meat geuen him vntil he haue wrought out his fore- 
nones tafke, or dilpatcned fo muche work, as there is 
wont to be wrought before fupper. Obleming this 
law and condition, he may go whether he wil within 
the boundes of his own citie For he flialbe no les 
profitable to ye citie, then if he were within it. Now 
you fe how litle liberte they haue to loiter: howe they 
can haue no cloke or pretence to ydlenes. 

There be neither winetauemes, nor ale weluthI^an“of 
houfes, nor flewes, nor anye occafion of 
vice or wickednes, no lurkmge corners, 
no places of wycked counfels or vnlawfull affembles. 
But tliey be m the prefente fighte, and vnder the eies 
of euery man. So that of neceffitie they mufl either 
apply their accuflomed labours, or els recreate them- 
felues with honefL and laudable paflimes. 

This fafliion and trade of life, being \ded amonge 
the people, it cannot be chofen, but that they mufle of 
neceffitie haue flore and plentie of all thinges. And 
feyng they be all therof parteners equallie, 
therefore can no man there be poore or ^e^caSe^at 
nedie. In the counfell of Amaurot, whe- 
ther, as I faid, euery citie fendeth thiee * 
men a pece yearly, affone as it is perfectly knowen of 
what thinges there is in euery place plentie, and againe 
what thinges be fkant in any place • incontinent the 
lacke of the one is perfourmed and filled vp with the 
aboundaunce of the other. And this they do frely 
without anye benefite, taking nothing againe of them,, 
to whom ye thinges is giuen, but thofe cities that haue 
geuen of their flore to any other citie that lacketh, re- 
quiring nothing againe of ye fame citie, do take fuche 
thinges as they lacke of an other citie, to the which 
they gaue nothinge. So the whole ylande a common 
is as It were one familie, or houfholde. But 
when they haue made fufficient prouifion I at 
of flore for themfelues (which they thinke 
not done, vntil they haue prouided for two yeres folow- 
inge, becaufe of the vncer^ntie of the next yeares 
G 



gfDe boofet 


98 

profife) then of thofe tlimges, wherof they haue abun- 
daunce, they cane furth into other countreis great 
plentie : as grayne, honnie, wulle, Saxe, 
Ind maSSaSn- woode, madder, purple died felles, waxe, 
disc of the uto- tallowe, lethcr, and l)niinge beaftes. And 
the feuenth parte of all thefe th)aiges they 
geue franckelye and frelie to the pore of that countrey. 
The refidewe they fell at a reafonable and meane price. 
By this trade of traffique or marchaundife, they bnng 
into their own contrey, not only great plenty of golde 
and filuer, but alfo all fuche thynges as they lacke at 
home, whiche is almofle nothinge but Iron And by 
reafon they haue longe vfed this trade, nowe they haue 
more aboundaunce of thefe thinges, then anye man 
wyll beleue Nowe therfore they care not whether they 
fell for readye money, or els vpon trufle to be payed 
at a daye, and to haue the mooHe parte m debtes. 
In all thin?es doyiige they neuer followe the 

thin^es^to the\r priuat men but the afiuraunce 

communuiethw or warrauntife of the whole citie, by inflru- 
iiaue an eye mentes and wntmges made in that behaife 
accordmgl)^• When the daye of paiement is come and 
expired, the citie gathereth vp the debte of the pnuate 
debtouies, and putteth it into the common boxe, and 
fo longe hathe the vfe and profite of it, vntill the Vto- 
pians their creditours demaunde it The moofle parte 
B what oih- neuer afke For that thynge 

cie money may whiche IS to them no profite to take it 
^uon******^' other, to whom it is profitable : they 
thinke it no iighte nor confcience. But 
if the cafe fo fland, that they mufl lende part of that 
money to an other people, then they require theyr 
debte : or when they haue warre. For the whiche 
purpofe onelye they kepe at home all the treafure, 
whiche they haue, to be holpen and focoured by it 
eitlier in extreame ieopardyes, or in fuddeine daun- 
gers. But efpeciallye and chiefehe to hiere therewith, 
and that for vnreafonable greate wayges, flraunge 
foldiours For they hacjde rather put llraungers in 



99 


ieopardie, tlien tlieyr owne countreyemen : u js bett«r «- 
knowyngethatforn^oneyynoughe, their ene- 
myes themfelues many times may beboughte cie to avoyde 
or folde, or elles throughe tre^on be fette micS 
togethers by the eares amonge themfelues losse of mans 
For this caufe they kepe an ineflimable 
treafure. But yet not as a treafure * but fo they liaue 
it, and vfe it, as in good faythe I am afliamed to fhewe 
feannge that my woordes lhall not be beleued And 
this I haue more caufe to feare, for that I 
knowe howe difficultlie and hardelye I me- * 
felfe would haue beleued an other man tellmge the 
fame, if I hadde not prefentlye fene it with mine owne 
eyes. 

For it muile neades be, that howe farre a thynge is 
dilTonaunt and difagremg from the guife and trade of 
the hearers, fo farre fhall it be out of their belefe 
Howebeit, a wife and indifferent eflimer of thynges, 
will not greatlye marueill perchaunce, feynge all theyr 
other lawes and cuilomes do fo muche differre from 


cures, yf the vfe alfo of gold and fyluer amonge them 
be applied, rather to their owne falhyons, than to 
oures. I meane in that they occupie not money them- 
felues, but kepe it for that diaunce, whiche as it maye 
happen, fo it maye be, that it fhall neuer come to paffe 
In the meane time golde and fyluer, whereof money is 
made, they do fo ide, as none of them doethe more 
efleme it, then the verye nature of the thing deferueth. 
And then who doeth not playnelye fe howe farre it is 
vnder Iron : as without the whiche men 


can no better l)me then without nere and then ymn as 
water. Whereas to golde and filuer na- necLSne Se 
ture hath geuen no vfe, that we may not 
well lacke : if that the follye of men hadde not fette 


It in higher eflimation for the rareneffe fake But of the 


contrane parte, nature as a moofle tender and louynge 
mother, hathe placed the befle and moofle neceffarie 


thmges open abroade . as the ayere, the water, and 
the yearth it felfe- And haljie icmoued and hyd far- 
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thefl from vs vayne and vnprofitable thinges. There- 
fore if thefe metalles amonge thejii flioulde be fafle 
locked vp in feme tower, it might be fufpected, that 
the prince and the counfell (as the people is euer 
fooliihelie ymaginmge) intended by fome fubtiltie to 
deceaue the commons, and to take fome profite of it 
to themfelues. Furthermore if they ihold make therof 
plate and fuch other finelie and cunninghe wroughte 
fluife if at anye time they Ihould haue occafion to 
breake it : and melte it agame, therewith to paye their 
foiildiers wages, they fee and perceaue verye well, that 
men woulde be lothe to parte from thofe thinges, that 
they ones begonne to haue pleafure and delite in. To 
remedie all this they haue founde oute a meanes, 
whiche, as it is agreable to all their other lawes and cus- 
tomes, fo it is from ours, where golde is fo much fet by, 
and fo diligently kept, very farre difcripant and repug- 
naunt : and therfore vncredible, but onelye to them that 
be wife For where as they eate and drmke in eaithen 
and glaffe veffelles, whiche in dede be cunouflye and pro- 
o wonderfuii made, and yet be of very fmall value ' 

contumeiie of of golde and fyluer they make commonly 
chaumber pottes, and other veffelles, that 
ferue for mofle vile vfes, not onely m their common 
halles, but m euery mans pnuate houfe. Furthennore 
of the fame mettalles they make greate chaines, fet- 
Goide the re gieues wheriu the[y] tie their bond- 

prochfui bldge ^i^n Finally whofoeuer for anye offenfe 
be infamed, by their eares hange rynges 
of golde : vpon their fyngers they weare 
rynges of golde, and aboute their neckes chaines of 
golde and m conclufion their heades be tied aboute 
with gold. Thus by al meanes poffible thei procure 
to haue golde and filuer among them in reproche and 
infamie And thefe mettalles, which othei nations do 
as greuoufly and forowefullye forgo, as in a manner 
their owne hues . if they fhould altogethers at ones be 
taken from the Utopians, no man there would thmke 
that he had loft the woith of one farthing They ga- 
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ther alfo pearles by the fea fide, and Diamondes and 
carbuncles vpon certen rockes, and yet they feke not 
for them : but by chaunce finding them, they cut and 
polifti them And therwith thei deck their 
yonge infauntes. Whiche like as in the preclS^sto- 
firil yeres of their childhod, they make yongeXiidr?^ 
muche and be fonde and proude of fuch to piaye with- 
omamentes, fo when they be a htle more 
growen in yeares and discretion, percemmg that none 
but children do weare fuch toies and tnfels : they lay 
them awaye euen of their owne fhamefallenefie, wyth- 
oute anye bydd}mge of their parentes : euen as cure 
chyldren, when they waxe bygge, doo cafle awaye 
nuttes, brouches, and puppettes. Therfore thefe iawes 
and cullomes, whiche be fo farre differente from al 
other nations, howe diuers lantafies alio and myndes 
they doo caufe, dydde I neuer fo playnelie perceaue, 
as m the Ambaffadours of the Anemolians. 

Thefe Ambaifadoures came to Amaurote A very plea, 
whiles I was there. And becaufe they came 
to entreate of great and weightie matters, thofe three citi- 
zens a pece oute of euene citie were comen thether be- 
fore them. But all the Ambaffadours of the nexte 
countreis, whiche had bene there before, and knewe 
the falhions and maners of the Utopians, amonge 
whom they perceaued no honoure geuen to fumptuous 
apparell, filkes to be contemned, golde alfo to be in- 
famed and reprochful, were wont to come thether in 
verie homelye and fimple araie. But the Anemolianes 
becauie they dwell farre thence, and had very litle 
a[c]quamtaunce with them: heannge that they were all 
apparelled a like, and that verie rudely and homely : 
thinkmge them not to haue the thmges whiche they 
did not weare : being therfore more proude, then wife : 
determyned m the gorgioufnes of their apparel to re- 
prefente verye goddes, and wyth the brighte fhynmge 
and gliflerynge of their gay clothing to dafell the eyes of 
the filie poore Utopians. So there came in. iii. Ambaffa- 
dours with. c. [an hundred] feruauntes all apparelled in 
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chaungeable colonrc^ the mofle of them infilkes- the 
Ambaffadours themfelves (for at home in their owne coun- 
trey they were noble men) in cloth’^of gold, with great 
cheines of gold, with golde hanginge at then eares, 
with gold ringes upon their fingers, with brouches and 
aglettes of gold vpon their cappes, which gliflered ful 
of peerles and precious Hones : to be fliort trimmed, 
and adoumed with al thofe thinges, which among the 
Utopians were either the punilhement of bondmen, or 
the reproche of infamed perfones, or elles trifels for 
yonge children to playe withal. Therefore it wolde 
haue done a man good at his harte to haue fene nowe 
pioudelye they difpleyed theire pecockes fethers, howe 
muche they made of theire pa3rnted flieathes, and howe 
loftely they fet forth and aduaunced them felfes, when 
they compared their gallaunte apparrell with the poore 
rayment of the Utopians. For al the people were 
fwarmed forth into the ftretes. And on the other fide 
it was no leffe pleafure to confider howe muche they 
were deceaued, and how farre they miffed of their 
puipofe being contrary wayes taken, then they thought 
they fhould haue bene. For to the eyes of all the 
Utopians, excepte very fewe, which had bene m other 
countreys for fome refonable caufe, al that gorgeoufiies 
of apparrel feemed fhamefull and reprocheful. In fo 
muche that they moft reuerently faluted the vilefl and 
mofl abiect of them for lordes : paffing ouer the Am- 
baffadoures themfelfes without any honour ludging 
them by their wearing of golden cheynes to be bond- 
men. Yea you ffioulde haue fene children alio, that had 
caffe away their peerles and pretious ftones, when 
they fawe the like flicking vpon the Ambafladours 
cappes: digge and puihe theire mothers vnder the 

o \ ttie head famge thus to them Loke mother 

wittie ea great a lubbor doth yet were peerles 

and precious ffoones, as though he were a litel child 
ftil But the mother, yea and Siat alfo in good eameft : 
peace fone, faithe ihe: I thmke he be fome of the 
Ambaffadours fooles. Some founde faulte at theire 
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golden dieines, as to no vfe nor purpofe, being fa 
final and weake, that a bondeman might eafely breake 
them, and agayrib fo wyde and large, that when it 
pleafed him, he myght call them of, and nmne awaye 
at libertye whether he woulde. But when the Ambas- 
fadoures hadde bene there a daye or. ii and fawe fo 
greate abundaunce of gold fo lyghtely elleimed, yea m 
no leffe reproche, then it was with them in honour : 
and befides that more golde in the cheines and gieues 
of one fugitiue bondman, then all the collelye oma- 
mentes of them. 111. was worth they beganne to abate 
their courage, and for ven' (hame layde away al that gor- 
gyoufe arraye, whereof they were fo proud. And fpe- 
cyally when they had talked familiarlye with the Uto- 
pians, and had learned al theire faffions and opinions. 

For they marueyle that any menbe fo fol- Doubtefui he 
ylhe, as to haue delite and pleafure in the 
doubtefui glillennge of a lytil tryfielynge derationandre- 
Hone, which maye behoide annye of the 
Harres, or elles the fonne itfelfe. Or that 
anye man is fo madde, as to count him felfe very littel 
the nobler for the fmaller or fyner threde 
of wolie, which felfe fame wol (be it now in neuer fo 
fyne a fponne threde) a fhepe did ones weare : and yet 
was Ihe all that time no other thing then a ihepe. 
They marueile alfo that golde, whych of the owne na- 
ture is a thinge fo vnprofytable, is nowe amonge all 
people in fo hyghe eilimation, that man him felfe, by 
whorae, yea and for the vfe of whome it is fo much fet 
by, IS m muche leffe eflimation, then the golde it felfe. 
In fo muche that a lumpylheblockehedded A true saing 
churle, and whyche hathe no more wytte ^ 
then an affe, yea and as ful of noughtynes as of follye, 
fhall haue neuertheles manye wyfe and good men in 
fubiectyon and bondage, only for this, bycaufe he 
hath a greate heape of golde. Whyche yf it fhoulde 
be taken from hym by anye fortune, or by feme fubtyll 
wyie and cautele of the lawe, (whyche no leffe then 
fortune dothe bothe raife vp tlie lowe, and plucke 
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downe the highe) and be geuen to the molle vile flaue 
and abiect dryuell of all his houlholde, then Ihortely 
after he fhal goo into the feruice of Tiis feruaunt, as an 
augmentation nor ouerplus befide his money. But they 
Howe muche muche more maruell at and detefl the mad- 
lies of them, whyche to thofe riche men, 
oftheUtopi- in whofe debte and daunger they be not 
SSiorsorte* do giue almofl diuine honoures, for none 
of chnstianes other confidcration, but bicaufe they be 
riche and yet knowing them to bee fuche nigefhe 
penny fathers, that they be fure as longe as they hue, 
not the worthe of one farthinge of that heape of gold 
lhail come to them. 

Thefe and fuch like opinions haue they conceaued, 
partely by education, beinge brought vp in that 
common wealth, whofe lawes and cuflomes be farre 
different from thefe kindes of folly, and partely by 
good litterature and learning. For though there be 
not many in euery citie, which be exempte and dil- 
charged of all other laboures, and appointed only to 
^earning, that is to faye : fuche in whome euen from 
theire very childhode they haue perceaued a fingular 
towardnes, a fyne witte, and a mmde apte to good 
learning yet all in their childhode be inftructe in learn- 
inge And the better parte of the people, bothe men 
and women throughe oute all their whole lyffe doo be- 
flowe in leammge thofe fpare houres, which we fayde 
The studies they haue vacante from bodelye laboures. 

They be taughte learnmge in theire owne 
utopianes. natyue tong For it is bothe copious in 
woordes, and alfo pleafaunte to the eare : and for the 
vtteraunce of a mans minde very perfecte and fure. 
The moofle parte of all that fyde of the worlde vfeth 
the fame langage, fauinge that amonge the Utopians 
It is fyneile and purelle, and accordinge to the diuer- 
fytye of the countreys it is dyuerflye alterede. Of all 
thefe Philofophers, whofe names be heare famous in 
this parte of the worlde to vs knowen, before oure cum* 
mynge thether not afmuche as the fame of annye of 
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them was cumen amonge them. And yet Musik® 
in Mufike, Logike, Arythmetyke, and Geo- Amhimetiice 
metrye they haue feunde oute m a manner Geometrie 
all that oure auncient Philofophcrs haue tawghte But 
as they in all tliinges be almofle equal to oure olde 
auncyente clerkes, fo oure newe Logiciens in fubtyl 
inuentions haue farre pafTed and gone beyonde them. 
For they haue not deu3ded one of all thofe ^ 

rules of rellnctions, amplifications and fup- iSneihetobea 
pofitions, verye wittelye inuented in the taimte 
fmall Logicalles, whyche heare oure children in euery 
place do leame. Furtheremore they were neuer yet hable 
to fynde out the feconde intentions : mfomuche that 
none of them all coulde euer fee man himlelfe in corn- 
men, as they cal him, thoughe he be (as you knowe) 
bygger than euer was annye gyaunte, yea and po3Titeu 
to of vs euen wyth our fynger. But they 
be in the courfe of the flarres, and the mou- 
ynges of the heauenly fpheres verye expert and cun- 
nynge. They haue alfo wittely excogitated and diuifed 
inflrumentes of diuers faffions : wherein is exactly com- 
prehended and conteyned the mouynges and fituations 
•of the fonne, the mone, and of al the other flarres, 
which appere in theiie horizon. But as for the amityes 
and diiTentions of the pianettes, and ail that yet amonge 
deceytefiil diuination by the flarres, they chnstians 
neuer afmuch as dreamed thereof. Raynes, 
windes, and other courfes of tempefles they 
knowe before by certeme tokens, which they haue 
learned by long vfe and obferuation But NaturaU phi- 
of the caufes of al thefe thmges and of the 
ebbmge, fiowinge, and faltenes of the fea, mostvncertein. 
and finallye of the onginal begynnynge and nature of 
heauen and of the worlde, they holde partelye the fame 
opinions that oure olde Phiiofophers hold, and partely, 
as our Phiiofophers varye among themfelfes, fo they 
alfo, whiles they bringe newe reafons of thmges, do 
difagree from all them, and yet among themfelfes in all 
poyntes they doe not accorde. In that part of Phi- 
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Moral phnoso- lofoplile, which intreateth of manners and 
phie. vertue, theire reafons and opinions agree 

with ours. They difpute of the g®od qualityes of the 
fowle, of the body, and of fortune. And whether the 
The order of name of goodnes maye be applied to all 
goodthmges thefe, or onlye to the endowments and 
giftes of the foule 

They reafon of vertue and pleafure. But the chiefe 
rheendesoi pnncipall queflion IS in what thinge, 

good thinges be it one or moe, the felicitye of 
man confiflethe But m this poynte they feme al- 
moofle to muche geuen and enclyned to 
n^*hoid?opy- the opinion of them, which defende plea- 
wherein they determine either all or 
Se* in^hoSsst the chiefyfle parte of mans felicitye to relle. 
pleasure (whyche IS more to bee marueled at) 

the defenfe of this foo deyntye and delicate an opinion, 
they fetche euen from theire graue, lharpe, bytter, and 
The principles rygorous religion. For they neuer difpute 
gwunded°?pon felicity or bleffednes, but they loyne 
religion vnto the reafons of Philofophye certeyne 
pnnciples taken oute of religion : wythoute the whyche 
to the inuefligation of trewe felicitye they thynke reafon 
Thetheoiogie ^t felfe weake and vnperfecte. Thofe 
of the Utopi- principles be thefe and fuch lyke. That 
the foule is immortal : and by ye bountiful 
The xmmorta- goodnes of God ordeined to felicitie. That 
uTwlferofthe- our vertues and good deades rewardes 
se dayes cer- be appointed after this life, and to our euel 
an« S\Tdou- deades punilhmentes. Though thefe be 
perteynmg to religion, yet they thincke it 
mete that theyfhoulde bebeleued and graunted byprofes 
of reafon But yf thefe pnnciples were condempned 
and dyfanulled, then without anye delaye they pro- 
nounce no man to be fo folifh, whiche woulde not do 
all his diligence and endeuoure to obteyne pleafure be 
ryght or wronge, onlye auoydynge this inconuenience, 
that the leffe pleafure Ihould not be a let or hinder- 
aunce to the bigger : or that he laboured not for that 
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pleafure, vvhiche would biinge after it dis- Aseoerypiea- 
pleafure, greefe, and forrow. For they 
ludge It extreame madnes to folowe fhaipe so grefe is not 
and pemful vertue, and not only to banmflie 
ye pleafure of life, butalfo willingly to suffer sake 
gnefe, without anye hope of proffit thereof enfumge. Foi 
what proffit can there be, if a man, when he hath paffed 
ouer all his l3de vnpleafauntly, that is to fay, miferablye, 
(hall haue no rewarde after his death ? But nowe fyr 
they thinke not felicit e to refle m all pleafure, but only m 
that pleafure that is good and honefle, and that hereto, 
as to perfet bleffednes our nature is allured and drawen 
euen of vertue, whereto onlye they that be of the con 
trary opinion do attribute lelicitie For they define 
vertue to be life ordered according to nat- in thisdefim- 
ure, and that we be here vnto ordeined of 
god. And that he dothe followe the courfe the^twSans*^ ' 
of nature, which in defienng and reiufinge thinges is 
ruled by realon. Furthermore that reafon xheworkeand 
doth chiefely and pnncipallye kendle in cffccte°of rSs- 
inen the loue and veneration of the deuine 


maieflie. Of whofe goodnes it is that we be, and that 
we be in poffibilitie to attayne felicite And that fe- 
condarely it bothe flirrethe and prouoketh vs to leade 
our lyfe oute of care in loy and mirth, and alfo mouetr 
vs to helpe and further all other in refpecte of ye fociete 
of nature to obteine and enioye ye fame. For there 
was neuer man fo eamefl and paineful a follower of 
vertue and hatei of pleafure, yat wold fo inioyne you 
laboures, watchmges, and faflinges, but he would alfO’ 
exhort you to eafe, lighten, and relieue, to your powre, 
ye lack and mifery of others, prayfmg the fame as a 
dede of humanitie, and pitie Then if it be a poynte 
of humanitie for man to brmg health and comforte to^ 
man* and fpeciallye (which is a vertue mode peculiariye 
belonging to man) to mitigate and afiuage the greife of 
others, and by takyng from them the forowe and heuy- 
nes of lyfe, to redore them to ioye, that is to faye to 
plealure * whie maye it not be fayd, that nature- 
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4oth prouoke euerye man to doo the fame to himfelfe? 
But nawe a ^ loyidll lyfe, that IS to fay, a pleafaunt 

d^efsSme^ther lyfc IS either euel : and if it be lo, then thou 
ingiye^procure ^ouldefl not onlye helpe no man therto, 
vnto themsei- but rather, as much as in the lieth, with- 
gneFeT^" ^ draweallnienfromeit, asnoyfome and hurte- 

reSS^some"” ^ Hiayfte, but alfo 

hieghe pointe of dewty art bound to procure it to others, 
wh?re£°?ather chiefely to the felfe? To whome 

the religiously thou axt bound to fhew afmuch fauoure and 
SSy?the!?hap- gcntelues as to other For when nature 
r’^chiSSie biddeth the to be good and gentle to other 
eiTes S’ natu-*^ flie commaundeth the not to be cmell 
Sgh??aciem- 2 .nd vngentle to the felfe. Therefore euen 
lye toreceaue very nature (faye they) prefcnbeth to vs a 
an su er em that IS to fay, pleafure as tlie 

ende of all oure operations. And they define vertue 
to be lyfe ordered accordynge to the prefcnpte of 
nature. But m that that nature dothe allure and pro- 
uoke men one to healpe another to lyue menly 
{which fuerly file doth not witliout a good caufe : 
for no man is fo farre aboue the lotte of mans ilate 
01 condicion, that nature dothe carke and care for hym 
onlye, whiche equallye fauourethe all, that be compre- 
hended vnder the communion of one fiiape forme 
and faffion) verely fhe commaundeth the to vfe dili- 
gent circumfpection, that thou do not fo feke for thine 
owne commodities, that thou procure others mcom- 
modities. Wherefore theire opinion is, that not only 
Bargaynes and couenauntes and bargaynes made amonge 
Lawes pnuate men ought to be well and fa3^e- 

iiillye fulfilled, obferued, and kepte, but alfo commen 
lawes, whiche either a good prince hath lufliy pub- 
lyfiied, or els the people neither oppreffed with tyran- 
nye, neither deceaued by fraude and gyell, hath by 
•theire common confent conflituted and ratifyed, con- 
ceminge the particion of the commodities of lyfe, that 
ds to fay, the matter of pleafure. Thefe lawes not off- 
ended, it IS wyddome, that thou looke to thine own 
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wealthe. And to doe the fame for the common wealth^ 
is no leffe then thy duetie, if thou beareil any reuerent 
loue, or any naturall zeale and affection to thy natiue 
countreye. But to go about to let an other man of his 
pieafure, whiles thou procurefl thine owne, that is open 
wrong. Contrary ^Y^e to withdrawe fomethinge from 
the felfe to geue to other, that is a pointe of humanitie 
and gentilnes : whiche neuer taketh awaye fo muche 
commodibe, as it bnngethe agayne For it is recom- 
penfed with the retourne of benefytes, and mutual re 
the confcience of the good dede, with the course of Lnl- 
remembraunce of the thankefall loue and 
beneuolence of them to whom thou hall done it, doth 
brmge more pieafure to thy mynde, then that whiche 
thou hafl withholden from thy felfe could haue brought 
to thy bodye Fmallye (which to a godly difpofed and 
a religious mmd is eafy to be perfuaded) God recom- 
penfeth the gifte of a fhort and fmal pieafure with great 
and euerlaflmge loye Therfore the matter diligently 
weyede and confidered, thus they thinke, that all our 
actions, and in them the vertues themfelfes be referred 
at the lafl to pleaiure, as their ende and felicitie Piea- 
fure they call euery motion and Hate of the The deSmtion 
bodie or m3nide, whenn man hath naturally of Pleasure 
delectation Appetite they loyne to nature, and that 
not without a good caufe For like as, not, only the 
fenfes, but alfo right reafon coueteth whatfoeuer is natu- 
rally pleafaunt, for yat it may be gotten without wrong 
or iniune, not letting or debamng a greater pleaiure, 
nor caufmg painlul labour, euen fo thofe thinges that 
men by \ame ymagination do fayne againll nature to 
be pleafaunt (as though it laye in their FaUeaudcoun- 
power to chaunge ye thinges, as they do terfeatepieasu- 
ye names of thinges) al fuche pleafures 
they beleue to be of fo fmall helpe and furtheraunce 
to felicitie, that they counte them a great let and hm- 
deraunce Becaufe that m whom they haue ones taken ^ 
place, all his mynde they polTeffe with a falfe opinion 
of pieafure. So that there is no place left for true antL 
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naturall delectations. For there he many thinges, 
which of their owne nature conteyne no plefauntnes : 
yea the mofle parte of them muche® griefe and forrowe. 
And yet throughe the peruerfe and malicyous flicker- 
mge mticementes of lewde and vnhonefle defyres, be 
taken not only for fpeciall and fouereigne pleafures, but 
alfo be counted amonge the chiefe caufes of life. In 
this counterfeat kinde of pleafure they put them that 
Theerrourof ^ fpake of before Whiche the better 
themthatestemegownes they haue on, the better men they 
more* forappar- thinke them felfes. In the which thing 
relies sake twyle erre. For they be no leffe 

deceaued in that they thinke theire gowne the 
better, than they be, in that they thmke themfelfes 
the better For if you confider the profitable vfe of 
the garmente, whye fhould wulle of a fyner fponne 
threde, be thoug[h]t better, than the wul of a courfe 
fponne threde^ Yet they, as though the one did paffe 
the other by nature, and not by their miflakyng, au- 
aunce themfelfes, and thmke the price of their owne 
perfones thereby greatly encreafed And therefore the 
honour, which in a courfe gowne they durfle not haue 
loked for, they require, as it were of dewtie, for theyr 
fyner gownes fake. And if they be palTed by without 
reuerence, they take it difpleafauntlyand difdamfullye. 
^ , And agayne is it not lyke madnes to take 

a pryde in va5me and vnprontable honours? 
For what naturall or trewe pleafure doefl thou take of 
an other mans bare hede, or bowed knees? Will this 
eafe the paine of thy knees, or remedie the phrenfie of 
thy hede ? In this ymage of counterfeite pleafure, they 
be of a maruelous madneffe, whiche for the opinion of 
nobilitie, reioyfe muche in their owne conce]^e. Be- 
vaine nobiii- caufe it was their fortune to come of fuche 
tie auncetoures, whofe flocke of longe tyme 

hathe bene counted ryche (for nowe nobilitie is nothing 
elles) fpeciallye nche in landes And though their 
auncetours left them not one foote of lande, or els 
•they themfelues haue pylTed it agaynfte the walles, yet 
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they thinke themfelues not the leffe noble therfore of 
one heare. In this number alfo they counte them that 
take pleafure and delite (as I faid) in gem- pi^asurem 
mes and precious flones, and thynke tliem precious sto- 
felues almofle goddes, if they channce to ^esmostfoUsh. 
gette an excellente one, fpeciallye of that kynde, whiche 
in that tyme of their own countre men, is xheopimonand 
had in hyghefl eflimation. For one kynde fanste of peo- 
of flone kepeth not his pryce flyll in all dJmi- 

countreis, and at all times Nor they bye 2nd estimation 
them not, but taken out of the golde, and of precious sto- 
bare no nor fo neither, vntyll they haup 
made the feller to fweare, that he will waiiaunte and as- 
fure it to be a true flone, and no counterfeit gemme. 
Suche care they take left a counterfeite ftone ftiould 
deceaue their eyes in fteade of a ryghte ftone. But 
why ftiouldeft thou not take euen afmuche pleafure in 
beholdynge a counterfeite ftone, whiche thine eye can- 
not difceme from a righte ftone ? They 
flioulde bothe be of lyke value to thee, 
euen as to the blynde man. What ftiall I 
faye of them, that kepe fuperfluous riches, 
to take delectation only m the beholdinge, and not in 
the vfe or occupiynge thereof? Do they take trew 
pleafure, or elles be thei deceaued with falfe pleafure ^ 
Or of them that be in a contrarie vice, Hydersoftrea- 
hidmge the gold whiche they lhall neuer sure, 
occupye, nor peraduenture neuer fe more ? And whiles 
they take care leafte they fhall leefe it, do leefe it in dede. 
For what is it elles, when they hyde it in the ground, 
takynge it bothe from their owne vfe, and perchaunce 
frome all other mennes alfo ? And yet thou, when thou 
hafte hydde thy treafure, as one out of all Aprettieficdon 
care, hoppeft for ioye. The whiche trea- andawime 
fure, yf it fhoulde chaunce tobee ftolen. and thou igno- 
raunt of the thefte fhouldeft dye teniie years after, all 
that tenne yeares fpace that thou l3medeft after thy 
money was ftoolen, what matter was it to thee, whether 
It hadde bene taken awaye or elles fafe as thou leftefte 
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it ? Trewlye both wayes like profytte came to thee. 
To thefe fo fool3rfhe pleafures they^ioyne dicers, whofe 
madneffe they knowe by hearfay, and not 
Bice piaye Hunteis alfo, and hawkers. I or 

what pleafure is there (fay they) in callmge the dice 
vpon a table. Which thou hail done fo often, that if 
there wer any pleafure m it, yet the oft vfe might make 
Hunungeand thee wene theieof? Or what delite can 
hawkinge there be, and not rather dyfpleafure in 
hearynge the barkynge and howlynge of dogges? Or 
what greater pleafure is there to be felte, when a dogge 
followeth an hare, then when a dogge followeth a dogge? 
for one thinge is done in bothe, that is to faye, run- 
nynge, yf thou hafle pleafure therin. But yf the hope 
of llaughter, and the expectation of tearynge m peces 
the beafle doth pleafe thee thou fhouldefl rather be 
moued with pitie to fee a felye mnocente hare murdered* 
of a dogge : the weake of the flronger, the fearefull c f 
the fearce, the mnocente of the cruell and vnmerc3rfulL 
Hunting the Therefore all thys exercyfe of huntynge, as 
basest parte of a thynge vuworthye to be vfed of free men, 
Uie Utopians,"^ the Utopians haue reiected to their bou* 
nowe th^exer wtiiche crafte (as we fayde be- 

cise of mosTno- fore) they appomte their bondemen. For 
bie men counte huntvnge the loweft, the vyl- 

efle, and moofle abiecte part of bouchene, and the 
other partes of it more profitable, and more honefle, as 
br3nigynge muche more commoditie, in that they kyll 
beafles onely for neceffitie. Where as the hunter feketh 
nothmge but pleafure of the feelye and wofull beafles 
daughter and murder The wliiche pleafure in behold 
inge deathe, they thmke doeth nfe m the very beafles, 
either of a cruel affection of mind, or els to be chaun- 
ged in continuaunce of time into crueltie, by longe vfe 
of fo cruell a pleafure Thefe therfore and all fuche 
like, whiche be innumerable, though the common forte 
of people doth take them for pleafures, yet they, femg 
there is no natural pleafauntnes in them, do playnly 
determine them to haue no affinitie with trew and nght 
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pleafure. For as tonchinge that they do commonly e 
moue the fenfe with delectation (whiche femeth to be 
a woorke of pleafiite) this doeth nothynge dimimfhe 
their opinion For not the nature of the thing, but 
their peruerfe and lewde cuflome is the caufe hereof 
Whiche caufeth them to accept bitter or fowre thyiiges 
for fwete thynges. Euen as women with child in 
their viciate and corrupte talle, thynke pytche and 
tallowe fweter then any honey Howbeit no mannes 
mdgemente deprauedand corrupte, either by fyckenes, or 
by cuflome, can chaunge the nature of pleafure, more 
then it can do the nature of other thinges. They 
make diners kindes of pleafures For fome The kmdes of 
they attnbute to the foule, and fome to pleasures 
the body To the foule they geue intelligence, and 
that delectation, that commethe of the contempla- 
tion of trewth Hereunto is i05med the pleafaunte 
remembraunce of the good 1)^0 pafle The The pleasures 
pleafure of the bodye they deuide into 11. ofththody^ 
partes. The firfl is when delectation is fenfibly felt 
and perceaued Whiche many times chaunceth by 
the renewing and refrelhing of thofe partes, whiche 
oure naturall heate drieth vp. This commeth by 
meate and drynke. And fometymes whyles thofe 
thynges be expulfed, and voyded, wherof is in the 
body ouer great abundaunce This pleafure is felt, 
when we do our natural eafement, or when we be 
doyng the acte of generation, or when the ytchinge 
of any part is eafed -with rubbyng or fcratchynge 
Sometimes pleafure nfeth exhibitinge to any membre 
nothynge that it defireth, nor takynge from it any 
paine that it feeleth, which neuertheleffe tikleth and 
moueth oure fenfes W3rth a certeine fecrete efficacie, 
but with a manifefl motion tumethe them to it. As 
is that whiche commeth of muficke. The feconde parte 
of bodely pleafure they fay, is that which confifleth 
and reileth in the quiete, and vpryghte (late 
of the bodye. And that trewlye is euerye ^ 
mannes owne propre health entermingled and dis- 
H 
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turbed with no griefe Foi this, yf it be not letted nor 
Affaulted with no gieif, is delectable of it felfe, thoughe 
It be moued with no externall or cutw’-arde pleafure. 
For though it be not fo plain and manyfefle to the fenfe, 
as the gredye lufle of eatynge and drynkynge, yet 
neuertheleffe manye take it for the chiefefle pleafure. 
Ml the Utopians graunt it to be a right fouereigne 
pleafure, and as you woulde faye the foundation and 
grounde of all pleafuies, as whiche euen alone is hable 
to make the flate and condition of life delectable and 
pleafaunt. And it beyng once taken awaye, there is 
no place lefte for any pleafure. For to be without 
greife not hauinge health, that they call vnfenfibilitie, 
and not pleafure The IFtopians haue long a go re- 
lected and condempned the opinion of them, whiche 
fayde that lledfafle and quiete healthe (for this ques- 
tion alfo hathe bene diligently debated amonge them) 
oughte not therfore to be counted a pleafure, bycaufe 
they faye it can not be prefentlye and fenfiblye per- 
ceaued and felte by fome outwarde motion But of 
the contiarie parte nowe they agree almoofle all m 
this, that healthe is a mooft foueraigne pleafure For 
feynge that in fycknelfe (faye they) is greiffe, whiche is 
a mortal enemie to pleafure, euen as ficknes is to 
health, why fhould not then pleafure be in the quiet- 
nes of health ^ For they fay it maketh nothing to 
this matter, whether you faye that fyckneffe is a gnefe, 
or that in fickenes is gnefe, for all commethe to one 
purpofe For whether health be a pleafure it felfe, 
or a necelfary caufe of pleafure, as her is of heate, 
tnielye bothe waye it foloweth, that they cannot 
be withoute pleafure, that be in perfect helth Fur- 
thermore whiles we eat (fay they) then healthe, whiche 
beganne to be appayred, fighteth by the helpe of 
foode agamfle hunger In the which fight, whiles 
health by litle and htle getteth the vpper hande, that 
fame procedyng, and (as ye would fay) that onward- 
nes to the wonte flrength miniflreth that pleafure, 
whereby we be fo refrefhed. Health therfore, whiche 
in the conflict is ioyefull.^fliall it not be mery, when it 
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hath gootten the Victoria ? But as foone as it hathe 
recouered the pnllinate flrength, which thing onely in 
all the fight it counted, fhal it incontinent be aflonied? 
Nor fiial it not know nor imbrace the owne wealthe 
and goodnes ? For where it is faid, healthe can not 
be felt : this, they thmke, is nothing trew For wliat 
man wakyng, fay they, felethe not himfelfe m health , 
but he that is not ? Is there anye man fo poffeffed with 
llonifhe mfenfibilitie, or with lethaigie, that is to fay, 
the flepmg ficknes, that he will not graunt healthe to 
be acceptable to him, and delectable ? 

But what other thinge is delectation, than 
that whiche by an other name is called plealuie^ 
They imbrace chiefiie the pleafures of the The pleasures 
mind For them they counte the chiefifl 
and moil prmcipall of all The chiefe parte of them 
they thmke doth come of the exercife of vertue, and 
confcience of good life. Of thele pleafures that the 
body mmillrelh, they gene ye preeminence to helth. 
For the dehte of eating and dunking, and whatfoeuer 
hath any like pleafauntnes, they determyne to be plea- 
fures muche to be defired, but no other wayes than for 
healthes fake For fuche thinges of their own proper 
nature be not fo pleafaunt, but m that they refifle ficke 
neffe prmelie fLealmg on. Therfore like as it is a wife 
mans part, rather to auoid ficknes, then to wifhe for 
medicines, and rather to driue away and put to flight 
carefull griefes, then to call for comfort : fo it is muche 
better not to neade this kmde of pleafure, then thereby 
to be eafed of the contrane gnefe The whiche kmde 
of pleafure, 5^’ anye man take for his felicitie, that 
man mull nedes graunt, that then he ftialbe m moll 
felicitie, if he hue that life, which is led in continuall 
hunger, thurile, itchinge, eatinge, drynkynge, fcratch- 
ynge, and rubbing. The which life how not only foule, 
and vnhonefl, but alfo howe miferabie, and wretched 
it is, who perceueth not? Thefe doubtles be the 
bafefl pleafures of al, as vnpure and vnperfect For 
they neuer come, but accompanied with their contraric 
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griefes. As with the pleafure of eating is ioyned 
hunger, and yat after no very egal fort. For of thefe. 
11. ye griefe is both the more velltement, and alfo of 
longer continuaunce. For it beginneth before the 
pleafure, and endeth not vntil the pleafure die with it 
Wherefore fuche pleafures they thinke not greatlye to 
be fet by, but in yat thei be neceffari. Howbeit they 
haue delite alfo in thefe, and thankfulli knowledge ye 
tender loue of mother nature, which with mofl plea- 
faunt delectation allureth her children to that, to the 
neceffarie vfe wherof they mufl from time to time con- 
tinually be forced and dnuen. For how wretched and 
miferable fhould our life be, if thefe dailie greffes of 
hunger and thurfl coulde not be dnuen awaye, but 
with bitter potions, and fower medicines, as the other 
Thegiftesof difeafes be, wherewith we be feldomer 
nature troubled? But beutie, flrengthe, nem- 
blenes, thefe as peculiar and pleafaunt giftes of nature 
they make muche of. But thofe pleafures that be 
receaued by the eares, the eyes, and the nofe, whiche 
nature willeth to be proper and peculiar to man (for no 
other liumge creature doth behold the fairenes and the 
bewtie of the worlde, or is moued with any refpecte of 
fauours, but onely for the diuerfitie of meates, neither 
perceaueth the concordaunte and difcordant diflaunces 
of foundes, and tunes) thefe pleafures, I fay, they ac- 
cept and alowe as certen pleafaunte reioyfinges of life 
But in all thinges this cautel they vfe, that a leffe 
pleafure hinder not a bigger, and that the pleafure be 
no caufe of difpleafure, whiche they thinke to folow of 
neceffitie, if the pleafure be vnhonefle. But yet to 
difpife the comlines of bewtie, to wall the bodelie 
(Irength, to tume nimblenes into floughifhneffe, to con- 
fume and make feble the bodie with faflmge, to do 
iniurie to healthe, and to reiecte the pleafaunte mo- 
tions of nature, onles a man neglecte thefe commodi- 
ties, whiles he dothe with a feruent zeale procure the 
wealth e of others, or the commen profite, for the 
whiche pleafure forborne, he is in hoope of a ereates 
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pleafure at goddes hande, elles for a vaine fliaddow of 
veitue, for the wealth and profite of no man, to pun- 
iflie himfelfe, or to the intente he maye be hable cour- 
ragiouflie to fufFer aduerfitie : which perchaunce fhall 
neuer come to him, this to do they thinke it a point of 
extreame madnes, and a token of a man cruellye 
minded towardes himfelfe, and vnkind towards nature, 
as one fo difdainmg to be in her daunger, that he re- 
nounceth and refufeth all her benefites. 

This IS their fentence and opinion of vertue and 
pleafure And they beleue that by mans reafon none 
can be found trewer then this, onles any Marke this 
godlyer be mfpired into man from heuen. 

Whenn whether they beleue well or no neither the 
time doth fufFer vs to difcuffe neither it is nowe neces- 
farie For we haue taken vpon vs to Ihewe and declare 
their lores and ordinaunces, and not to defende them. 
But this thynge I beleue verely ; howe foeuer thefe 
decres be, that there is in no place of the world, 
neyther a more excellent people, neither a more 
flounfhynge commen wealth They be lyghte and 
quickeof bodie,full of actiuitie and nimble- weaithe 
nes, and of more llrength then a man and description 
woulde iudge them by their flature, which 
for all that is not to lowe And thoughe theyr foyle be 
not verie frutefull, nor their aier very wholfome, yet 
agamfle the ayer they fo defende them with temperate 
diete, and fo ordei and hufbande their grounde vath 
dihgente trauaile, that in no countrey is greater in- 
creafe, and plentye of come and cattell, nor mens 
bodies of longer lyfe, and fubiect or apte to fewer dis- 
eafes There therfore a man maye fee well, and dili- 
genthe exploited and fiimilhed, not onelye thofe thinges 
whiche hufbandemen do commenly in other countreis, 
as by craft and cunninge to remedie the bairennes o> 
the grounde : but alfo a whole wood by the handes of 
the people plucked vp by the rootes in one place, and fet 
agame in an other place. Wherein was had regard 
and confideration, not of plenty, but of commodious 
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carriage, that wood and timber might be nigher to the 
fea, or the riuers, or, ye cities For it is leffe laboure 
and bufineffe to cam gra3me farre 6 y land, than wood. 
The people be gentle, mene, qmcke, and fyne witted, 
delitinge in quietnes, and when nede requireth, hable 
to abide and fufFer much bo delie laboure. Els they 
be not greatly delirous and fond of it but in the exer- 
cife and fludie of the mind they be neuer wery When 
The vtihtie of they had herd me fpeak of ye greke litera- 
thegreketonge lemmg (for in latm there was noth- 

ing that I thought they would greatly alow, befides 
hifloriens and Poetes) they made wonderfull eamelle 
and importunate fute vnto me that I would teach and 
inflructe them in that tonge and learmnge. I beganne 
therfore to reade vnto them, at the firil truelie more 
bicaufe I would not feme to refufe the laboure, then 
t-hat I hooped that they would any thing profite therein. 
But when I had gone forward a litle, I perceaued in- 
A wonderfull ^^ntinente by their diligence, that my 
toiear- laboure fhould not be beftowed in vaine. 
UtopianT began fo eafelie to fafhion their 

letters, fo plainlie to pronounce the woordes, 
fo quickelie to leame by hearte, and fo fuerlie to re- 
hearfe the fame, that I maruailed at it, fauinge that 
But now most the mofl parte of them were fine, and 
sttte^o chofen wittes and of ripe age, piked oute 
learmnge, and of the compame of the learned men, whiche 
wtter?o"i?Ilpt onelie of their owne free and voluntane 
widi pleasures but alfo by the commaundcmente of 
the counfell, vndertoke to leame this langage There- 
fore in leffe then thre yeres fpace there was nothing in 
the Greke tonge that they lacked. They were hable 
to rede good authors withoute anie flaye, if the booke 
were not falfe This k3mde of leaminge, as I fuppofe, 
they toke fo muche the fooner, bycaufe, it is fumwhat 
allyaunte to them. For I thinke that this nation tooke 
their beginninge of the Grekes, bicaufe their fpeche, 
which m al other p03mtes is not much vnlyke the 
Perfian tonge, kepe^ driers fignes and tokens of the 
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greke langage in the names of their cityes, and of theire 
magiflrates. They haue of me (for when I was deter- 
myned to entre into my. mi. voyage, I cafle into the 
thippe in the Ileade of marchandife a prety fardel of 
bookes, bycaufe I intended to come againe rather 
neuer, than fhortly) they haue, I faye, of me the mofle 
parte of Platoes workes, more of Anflotles, alfo 
Theophraflus of plantes, but in dmers places (which I 
am forye for) vnperfecte. For whiles we were a fhip- 
borde, a marmofet chaunced vpon the booke, as it was 
negligentlye layde by, which wantonlye playinge there- 
wyth plucked oute certeyne leaues, and toore them in 
pieces Of them that haue wrytten the grammer, they 
haue onelye Lafcans For Theodorus I caried not 
W3rth me, nor neuer a dictionayre, but Hefichms, and 
Diofcorides They fett greate floore by Plutarches 
bookes And they be delyted wyth Lucianes mery 
conceytes and ieiles Of the Poetes they haue Anflo 
phanes, Homer, Euripides, and Sophocles m Aldus 
fmall pr3nite Of the Hiflorians they haue Thucidides, 
Herodotus, and Herodian. Alfo my companion, 
Tncius Apmatus caried with him phifick bokes, cer- 
tein fmal woorkes of Hippocrates and Galen es Micro- 
techne The whyche boke they haue in greate efti- 
mation. For thoughe there be almoll no nation vnder 
heauen that hath leffe nede of Phificke 
then they, yet this not-withflandyng, 

Phificke is no where in greater honour. 

Bycaufe they counte the knowledge of it among the 
goodlyefle, and mofl profytable partes of Philofophie. 
Foi whyles they by the helpe of this Philofophie fearche 
oute the fecrete m)dleryes of nature, they thinke them- 
felfes to receaue therby not onlye wonderful! greate 
pleafure, but alfo to obteine great thankes and iauour 
of the autour and makei therof. Whome they thinke 
according to ye faflion of other artificers, ^he contem- 
to haue fet furtb the maruelous and gor- piaaon of na 
gious frame of the world for man with great 
affeccion intentiuely to beholde Whom only he hath 
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made of witte, and capacitie to confidre and vnder- 
ftand the excellencie of fo great a woork. And there- 
fore he beareth (fay they) more goddwil and loue to 
the curious and diligent beholder and vewer of his 
woork and maruelour at the fame, then he doth to 
him, which like a very brute beafle without witte and 
reafon, or as one without fenfe or moumg, hathe no 
regarde to foo greate and foo wonderfull a fpectacle 
The Wittes therefore of the Utopians inurede and exer- 
cifed in leam3mge, be marueilous quycke in the inuen- 
tion of feates helpinge annye thinge to the aduantage 
and wealthe of lyflfe Howbeit ii. feates theye maye 
thanke vs for That is, the fcyence ofimpnntmg, and 
the crafte of makinge paper And yet not onelye vs 
but chiefelye and pnncipallye themfelfes. 

For when we fhewede to them Aldus his print in 
bookes of paper, and told them of the flulFe wherof 
paper is made, and of the feate of grauing letters, 
fpeakmg fumwhat more, then we colde plainly e declare 
(for there was none of vs, that knewe perfectlye either 
the one or the other) they furthwith very wittely con- 
lectured the thinge. And where as before they wrote 
onely in fl^innes, in barkes of tryes, and in ndes, nowe 
they haue attempted to make paper, and to imprint 
letters. And thoughe at the fiifl yt proued not all of 
the belle, yet by often aflayinge the fame they Ihortelye 
got the feate of bothe And haue fo broughte the 
matter aboute, that yf they had copyes of Greeke 
authores, they coulde lacke no bookes. But nowe 
they haue no moore, then I rehearfed before, fauinge 
that by pryntynge of bookes they haue multiplyed and 
increafed the fame into manye thoufandes of copies. 
Whofoeuer cummethe th ether to fee the lande, beinge 
excellent m anye gifte o wytte, or throug[h]e muche 
and longe ioumienge wel experienfed and fene in the 
knoweledg[e] of many countreies (for the whyche caufe 
wee were very welcome to them) him they receyue and 
interteyne wonders gentilly, and louinglye For they 
haue delite to heare what is done in euerye lande^ 
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howbeit verye fewe merchaunte men come thether. 
For what fhoulde they bnng thether, onles it were Iron, 
or els gold and fiker, whiche they hadde rather carrye 
home agayne ? Alfo fuch thinges as are to be caiyed 
oute of theirelande, they thinke it more wyfedome 
to carry that gere furthe themfelfes, then that other 
Ihoulde come thether to fetche it, 
to th[e] entente they maye the bet- 
ter knowe the out landes on 
euerye fyde of them, and 
kepe m vre the feate 
and knowledge 
of faihnge 

33onttemen, isicke jper* 
bjetitocl^e, ann nu 
uejC0 otfter matter. 

Hey neither make bondemen of pnfoners 
taken inbattayle, onelesitbe Amarudous 
in battaylle that they foughte equi&e of 
them felfes, nor of bondmens 
children, nor to be fhort, of anye fuche as 
they canne gette oute of forreme countries, though he 
were theire a bondman But either fuche, as amonge 
themfelfes for heinous offences be punyfhed with bond- 
age, or elles fuche, as in the Cities of other landes for 
great trefpaffes be condempned to deathe And of 
this fort of bondemen they bane moofte lloore. 

For manye of them they brmge home fumtimes pay- 
inge very lytle for them, yea moofte commonlye gett- 
ynge them for gramercye Thefe fortes of bondemen 
they kepe not onely in continual woorke and labour, 
but alfo in bandes. But their oune men they handle 
hardefl, whom they ludge more defperate, and to haue 
deferued greater punillttiemente, bycaufe they being fo 
godlye broughte vp to vertue in foo excelente a com 
mon wealth, could not for all that be refreined from 
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mifdoing. An other kinde of bondemen they haue, 
when a vile drudge being a poore laborer in an other 
counti;ey doth chuefe of his owne^ free wyll to be a 
bondman among them. Thefe they intreate and 
order honellly, and enterteine almofle as gentellye, as 
theire owne free cytyzeins, lauynge that they put them 
to a l3rttle more laboure, as thereto accuflomed Yf 
annye fuche, be difpofed to departe thens (whiche fel- 
dome is feene) they neither holde him agamfle his 
OfAemthat wyll, neither fende him away with emptye 
be sicke handes The fycke (as I fayde) they fee to 
with great affection, and lette nothing at al paife con- 
ceminge either Phifycke or good diete, whereby they may 
be reflored againe to their health Such as be ficke of 
incurable difeafes they comforte with fittinge by them, 
with talkmge with diem, and to be fhorte with all 
maner of helpes that may be But 3^“ the difeafe be 
not onelye vncurable, but alfo full of contynuall payne 
and anguilhe : then the priefles and the magiftrates 
exhort the man, feinge he is not hable to doo anye 
dewtye of lyffe, and by ouerl5minge his owne deathe is 
noyfome and irkefome to other, and greuous to him- 
felfe : that he wyl determine with himfelfe no longer to 
cheryflie that peflilent and pemeful difeafe. And feinge 
his lyfe is to him but a tormente, that he wyl not bee 
vnwillinge to dye, but rather take a good hope to him, 
voiuntarye and either dilpatche himfelfe out of that 
deathe payneful lyffe, as out of a pnfon, or a racke 
of tormente, or elles fuffer himfelfe wyilmglye to be 
rydde oute of it by other. And in fo doinge they 
tell him he fhall doo wyfely, feing by his deathe he 
fhall lofe no commoditye, but ende his payne. And 
bycaufe in that acte he fhall followe the counfel of the 
pryefles, that is to faye, of the interpreters of goddes 
wyll and pleafure, they fhewe him that he fhall do lyke 
a godly and a vertuous man. They that be thus per- 
fuaded, finyfhe theire hues willynglye, either with 
hunger, or elles dye in theire fleape without anye feal- 
ing of deathe. But they caufe none fuche to dye 
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agaynfle his w\ 11, nor they vfe no lelfe dilygence and 
attendaunce abonte him : beleuinge this to be an 
honorable deathe. Elies he that killeth himfelf before 
that the p^^elles and the counfel haue allowed the 
caufe of his deathe, him as vnworthy either to be 
buryed, or with fier to be confumed, they calle vn- 
buried into fome llinkinge mamfh The , 

woman is not maned before me be xviii 
yeres oide. The man iiij yeres elder before he marye 
If either the man or the woman be proued to haue 
actually offended before theire mamage, w ith an other, 
the partye that fo hathe trefpaced is Iharpelye pumlhed. 
And bothe the offenders be forbidden euer after in al 
theire lyfe to marrye • oneles the faulte be forgeuen by 
the pnnces pardone. But bothe the good man and 
the good w^e of the houfe, where that offenfe was 
committed as beinge flacke and neglygent in lokmge 
to theire chardge,be m daunger of greate reproche and 
infamye. That offenfe is fo lharpely punyfhed, bicaufe 
they perceaue, that onles they be diligentlye kepte from 
the libertye of this vice, fewe wyll loyne together in 
the lone of marriage, wherein all the l}de mull be led 
v\nth one, and alfo all the gnefes and difpleafures com 
ming therewith paciently be taken and borne Fur- 
thermore in chuefinge wyfes and hufbandes they ob- 
fenie eameftly and llraytelye a cuflome, whiche femed 
to vs very fonde and folyfhe For a lad 
and an honell matrone Iheweth the woman, ve^lonSy, 
be Ihe mayde or widdowe, naked to the 
wower And lykewyfe a fage and difcrete 
man exhibyteth the wower naked to the woman. At 
this cullome we laughed, and difalowed it as foolifhe. 
But they on the other parte doo greatlye wonder at the 
follye of al other nations, whyche in bymge a colte, 
whereas a lytle money is in hafarde, be fo chaiye and 
circumfpecte, that thoughe he be almolle all bare, yet 
they wyll not bye hym, oneles the faddel and all the 
kameies be taken of, leafle vnderthofe couerynges be 
hydde. fom galle or foore And yet in chuefinge a wyfe, 
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whyche lhalbe either pleafure, or difplealure to them 
all theire lyfe after, they be fo recheles, that al the 
refydewe of the woomans bodye beinge couered with 
cloothes, they efleme her fcafelye be one handebredeth 
(for they can fe no more but her face) and fo to loyne 
her to them not without greate leoperdye of euel 
agreinge together, yf any thing in her body afterward 
fhould chaunce of offend and myflyke them. 

For all men be not fo wyfe, as to haue refpecte to 
the vertuous conditions of the partie And the en- 
dowmentes of the bodye caufe the vertues of the 
minde more to be eflemed and regarded* yea euen 
m the manages of wyfe men Verely fo foule defor- 
mitie maye be hydde vnder thofe couennges, that it 
maye quite alienate and take awaye the mans mynde 
from his wyfe, when it ihal not be lawful for theire 
bodies to be feparate agayne. If fuche deformitie 
happen by any dhaunce after themariage is confummate 
and finyfhed, wel, there is no remedie but patience. 
Euery man mufle take his fortune wel a worthe But 
it were wel done that a lawe were made wherebye all 
fuche deceytes myghte be efchewed, and aduoyded be- 
fore hande 

And this were they conflreyned more eamefllye to 
looke vpon, becaufe they onlye of the nations in that 
parte of the worlde bee contente euerye man with 
one wyfe a piece And matiymoneie is there neuer 
broken, but by death . excepte adulterye breake the 
bonde, or els the mtollerable wayewarde maners of 
either partye. For if either of them finde 
luorcement g^^y fuch caufc greued : they 

maye by the licenfe of the counfel chaunge and take 
another. But the other partie lyueth euer after in in- 
famye, and out of wedlocke. Howbeit the hufbande 
to put away his wife for no other faulte, but for that 
fome myfhappe is fallen to her bodye, this by no 
nieanes they wyll fuj0&:e For they iudge it a great 
poynt of cmeltie, that anye body m their mofle nede 
of helpe and comforte, fhoulde be cafle of and forfaken, 
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and that olde age, wliych both bnngeth ficknes \yith 
It, and is a fyckenes it felfe, Ihould vnkmdiy and vn- 
faythfullye be delta withalL But nuwe and then it 
chaunfeth, where as the man and the woman cannot 
well agree betw[e]ne themfelfes, both of them fyndmge 
other, with whome they hope to lyue more quietlye and 
merylye, that they by the full confente of them bothe 
be diuorfed a fonder and maried againe to other. But 
that not without the authontie of the counfell "Whiche 
agreeth to no diuorfes, before they and their wyfes 
haue diligently tried and examyned the matter. Yea 
and then alfo they be lothe to confent to it, bycaufe 
they know this to be the next way to break loue be- 
twene man and wyfe, to be in eafye hope of a new 
manage. Breakers of wedlocke be punyfhed with 
moofte greuous bondage And if both the offenders 
were maried, then the parties whiche in that behalfe 
haue fufferede wrong, bemge dmorfed from the auou- 
treis, be maned together, if they wille, or els to whom 
they lull But if either of them both do flyl contmewe 
in loue towarde fo vnkinde a bedfellowe, the vfe of 
wedlocke is not to them forbidden, if the partye faulte- 
les be difpofed to followe in toylinge and drudgerye 
the perfon, which for that offence is condempned to 
bondage. And very ofte it chaunceth that the repen- 
taunce of the one, and the earnefle diligence of the 
other, dothe fo moue the prince with pytie and compas- 
fion, that he refloreth the bonde perfone from feruitude 
to liberte and fredom again. But if the fame partie 
be taken eftfones in that faulte, there is no other waye 
but death. To other trefpaces no prefcnpt punifri- 
mente is appoynted by anye lawe. But 
accordinge to the heynoufenes of the of- ofpimwhmSf 
fenfe, or contrarye, fo the punifhemente is 
moderated by the difcretion of the coun- themagistra- 
fell The hufbandes chaflice theire wyfes: 
and the parentes theire children, oneles they haue done 
anye fo horryble an offenfe, that the open punyflie- 
mente thereof maketh muche for the aduauncemente 
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of honefle maners. But mofte commenlye the mofle 
heynous faultes be punyfhed with the mcommoditie of 
bondage For that they fuppofe to^be to the offenders 
no leffe griefe, and to the common wealth more pro- 
fit, then yf they (hould haflely put them to death, and 
fo make them quite out of the waye. For there cum- 
meth more profit of theire laboure, then of theire 
deathe, and by theire example they feare other the 
longer from lyke oflfenfes But if they beinge thus 
vfed, doo rebell and kicke againe, then forfothe they 
be llayne as defperate and wilde beafles, whom neither 
prifon nor chaine coulde reflrame and kepe vnder. But 
they, whiche take theire bondage pacientlye, be not 
lefte all hopeles For after they haue bene broken 
and tamed with long mifenes, if then thei fhewe fuch 
repentaunce, as therebye it maye bee perceaued that 
they be foryer for theire offenfe then for their punyfhe- 
mente : fumtymes by the Prynces prerogatyue, and 
fumtymes by the voyce and confent of the people, 
theire bondage either is mitigated, or els cleane re- 
^ leafed and forgeuen. He that moueth to 
uoutrye pa- aduoutreye is in no leue daunger and leo- 
mshed perdie, then yf he hadde committed ad- 
uoutrye m dede For m all offenfes they counte the 
intente and pretenfed purpofe as euel, as the acte or 
dede it felfe, thinking that no lette oughte to excufe 
him, that did his belle to haue no lette They haue 
lingular delite and pleafure in foies And as it is a 
greate reproche to do annye of them hurte 
or iniury, fo they prohibite not to take 
pleafure of foolylhnes For that, they 
thinke, dothe muche good to the fooles. And if any 
man be fo fadde, and Heme, that he cannot laughe 
neither at their wordes, nor at their dedes, none of 
them be committed to his tuition . for feare lead he 
would not intieate them gentilly andfauorably enough: 
to whom they Ihould br3mge no delectation (for other 
goodnes in them is none) muche leffe anye profhte 
Coulde they yelde him To mocke a man for his de- 
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formitie, or for that he lacketh anye parte or lymme of 
his bodye, is counted greate diflioneftye and reproche, 
not to him that is knocked, but to him that mocketh. 
Which vnwyfely doth imbrayde anye man of that as a 
vice, that was not in his powe to efchewe Alfo as 
they counte and reken verye little witte to be m him, 
that regardeth not naturall bewtie and comlineffe, fo 
to helpe the fame with payn tinges, is taken 
for a vaine and a wanton pnde, not i\ith- 
oute greate infamie For they knowe euen 
by very experience, that no comelineffe of bewtye 
doethe fo hyghelye commende and auaunce the iviues 
in the conceite of their hufbandes, as honefl condi- 
tions and lowhnes. For as loue is oftentimes wonne 
^^th bei\^y, fo it is not kept, preferued, and continued, 
but by vertue and obedience. They do 
not onely feare their people from doyng shedand\er- 
euii by pumfhmentes, but alfo allure them rewarded 
to vertue with rewardes of honoure. Therfore they 
fet vp in the markette place the ymages of notable 
men, and of fuch as haue bene great and bounteful 
benefactors to the commen wealth, for ye perpetual 
tnemone of their good actes . and alfo that the glory 
and reno^vme of the auncetors maye fl}Tre and pro- 
iioke their pofleritie to vertue He that 
mordinatly and ambitioufly defireth pro- deare“of 
motions, is left al hopeles for euer attain- condem- 
ing any pi emotion as long as he liueth. 

They lyue together louinglye. For no magiflrate is 
eyther hawte or fearfull Fathers they be called, and 
iyke fathers they vfe themfelues. The citezens (as it 
is their dewtie) willynglye exhibite vnto 
them dew honour without anycompullion 
Nor the pnnee himfelfe is not knowen 
from the other by pnncely appaxell, or a robe of flate, 
nor by a crown or diademe roial, or cap of mainten- 
aunce, but by a litle fheffe of come caned before 
him And fo a taper of wax is borne before ye bifhop, 
wherby onely he is knowen They haue but few 
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Fewe kwes lawes. For to people fo mflructe and in- 
ftitute very fewe do fuffice. Yea this thing they 
chiefely reproue among othei natfons, that innumer- 
able bokes of lawes and expofitions vpon the fame be 
not fufficient. But they think it agamU all right and 
mflice that men fhoulde be bound to thofe lawes, 
which either be in number mo then be hable to be 
read, or els blinder and darker, then that anye man 
The multitude ^cll vnderflande them Furthermoie 

of Wers they vtterlie exclude and banilhe all at- 
supe uous. tomeis, proctours, and fergeauntes at the 
lawe . whiche craftelye handell matters, and fubtelly 
difpute of the lawes For they thinke it mofte meete^, 
that euery man Ihould pleade his own matter, and tel 
the fame tale before the iudge that he wold tell to his 
man of law. So lhal there be leffe circumllaunce of 
wordes, and the trueth lhall foner come to light, whiles 
the iudge with a difcrete ludgement doeth waye the 
woordes of him, whom no lawyei hath inilructe with 
deceit, and whiles he helpeth and beareth out fimple 
wittes againll the falfe and malicious circumuentions 
of craftie children. This is harde to be obferued in 
other countreis, in fo infinitie a number of bhnde and 
intricate lawes. But in Utopia euery man is a cunning 
lawier For (as I faid) they haue very few lawes : and 
the plainer and groffer that anye interpretation is: 

that they allowe as moll iufte. For all 
lawes (faie they) be made and publylhed 
onely to the intente, that by them euery 
man Ihoulde be put in remembraunce of his dewtie. 
But the craftye and fubtill interpretation of them (foras- 
muche as few can atte3me thereto) canne put verye fewe 
in that remembraunce, where as the fimple, the plaine, 
and groKTe meaninge of the lawes is open to euerye man. 

Elies as touchinge the vulgare fort of the people, 
whiche be bothe moolle in number, and haue mofte 
nede to knowe their dewties, were it not as good for 
diem, that no law were made at all, as when it is made, 
to bringe fo blynde an interpretation vpon it, that 
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without greate witte and longe arguyiige no man can 
dilcuffe It? To the fyndynge oute whereof neyther 
the grolTe mdgement of the people can attaine, neither 
the whole life of tliem that be occupied in woorkinge 
for their huynges, canne fufhce thereto. Thefe vertues 
of the Utopians haue caufed their nexte neiboures and 
borderers, whiche hue fre and vnder no fubiection (for 
the Utopians longe ago, haue deliuered manye of them 
from tirannie) to take magiflrates of them, fome for a 
yeare, and fome for hue yeares fpace Which when 
the tyme of their office is expired, they bnnge home 
againe with honoure and praife, and take new 
againe with them into their countrey. Thefe nations 
luue vndoubtediye very w'ell and holfomely prouided 
for their common wealthes. For feynge that bothe 
the makinge and marringe of the weale publique, 
doeth depende and hange vpon the maners of the 
rulers and magiflrates, what officers coulde they more 
wjielye haue chofen, then thofe which can not be 
ledde from honeflye by bnbes (for to them that fhortly 
after fhal depart thens into their own countrey money 
fliould be vnprofitable) nor yet be moued eyther with 
fauoure, or malice towardes any man, as beyng flraun 
gers, and vna[c]quainted with the people ^ The whiche 
two vices of affection and auance, where they take 
place in ludgementes, mcontinente they breake luflice, 
the flrongefl and fuerefl bonde of a common wealth 
Thefe peoples whiche fetche their officers and rulers 
from them, the Utopians cal their fellowes And othei 
to whome they haue bene beneficiall, they call their 
frendes As touching leagues, which 
other places betwene countrey and countrey ' 
be fo ofte concluded, broken, and renewed, they neue^ 
make none with anie nation. For to what purpofe 
ferue leagues, fay they ? As thoughe nature had not fet 
fufficient loue betwene man and man. And who fo 
legardeth not nature, thinke you that he will paffe for 
wordes ? They be brought into this opinion chiefelye, 
becaufe that in thofe partes of the worlde, leagues be- 

I 
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twene princes be wont to be kepte and obferued very 
fklenderly. For here m Europa, and efpeciallye in 
thefe partes where the faith and religion of Chrifte 
reigneth, the maiellie of leagues is euerye where 
ellemed holy and inuiolable : parthe through the lull- 
ice and goodnes of princes, and partly at the reuer- 
<mce and motion of the head Bilhops. Which like as 
they make no promiffe themfelues, but they do verye 
rehgiouflye peifourme the fame, fo they exhoifte all 
princes in any wife to abide by their promiffes, and 
them that refufe or denye fo to do, by their pontihcall 
powre, and authontie they compell thereto. And 
furely they thinke well that it might feme a verye re- 
prochefull thing, yf in the leagues of them which by a 
peculiare name be called faithful, faith fhould haue no 
place. But in that newe founde parte of the world, 
which is fcafehe fo farre frome vs beyond the hne equin- 
octiall, as our life and maners be diffident from theirs, 
no trull nor confidence is m leagues But the mo and 
holier ceremonies the league is knitte vp with, the 
foner it is broken by fome cauillation founde in the 
wordes, which many times of purpofe be fo craftelie 
put in, and placed, that the bandes can neuer be fo 
fine nor fo llronge, but the> will find fome hole open 
to crepe out at, and to breake both league and 
tmeth. The whiche craftye dealing, yea the whiche 
fiaude and deceite, if they fhould know it to be prac- 
tifed among priuate men in their bargaines and con- 
tractes, they would incontinent cne out at it with an 
open mouth, and a fower countenaunce, as an offenfe 
mofle deteflable, and worthye to be punnyfhed with a 
fliamefull deathe : yea euen veiy they that auaunce 
themfelues authours of lyke counfell geuen to princes. 
Wherfore it may wel be thought, either that al lullice 
is but a balTe and a low vertue, and which aualeth it 
felf farre vnder the highe dignitie of kynges* Or at the 
leafl wife, that there be two luflices, the one meete for 
the infenour forte of the people, goynge a fote and crep- 
yngeloweby the grounde^and bounde down on eueryfide 
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^nth many bandeSjbycaiife it lhall not run atrouers. The 
other a princely e vertue, which like as it is of much hygh- 
er maieAie, then th® other pore luftice, fo alfo it is of muche 
morelibertie, as to the which nothingisvnlawdull thatitlus- 
teth after. Thefe maners of princes (as I faid) whiche be 
there fo euell kepers of leagues, caufe the Utopians, as J 
fuppofe, to make no leagues at al, which perchaunce would 
chaunge their minde if they lined here Howbeit they 
thinke that thoughe leagues be neuer fo faithfullye obfer- 
ued and kepte, yet the cuftoine of makynge leagues was 
Aery euell begon. For this caufeth men (as though 
nations which be feperat a fondre, by ye fpace of a 
litle hil or a nuer, were coupled together by no focietie 
or bonde of nature) to thinke themfelues borne aduer- 
faries and enemies one to an other, and that it were 
lawfull for the one to feke the death and deflruction 
of the other, if leagues were not yea, and that after 
ye leagues be accorded, frendlhip doth not grow and 
encrefe • But the licence of robbing and ftealmg doth 
(lyll remaine, as farfurth as for lack of forfight and ad- 
uifement in writing the tvordes of the league, any fen- 
tence or claufe to the contrane is not therm fufficientlie 
comprehended. Buttheybeof acontraryeopimon. That 
is, that no man oughte to be counted an enemye, whiche 
hath done no iniurye And that the felowlhippe of na- 
ture is a llronge league and that menbebetter and more 
furely knit togethers by loue and 
beneuolence, then by couenauntes 
of leagues : by hartie affec- 
tion of minde, then 
by wordes. 
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Arre or battel as a thing very beaflly, and 
yet to no kmde of bealles in fo muche 
vfe as to man, they do detefl and abhorre 
And contrane to the cuilome almoolle of 
all other nations, they counte nothynge 
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fo muche againll glorie, as glory gotten in wane. 
And therefore thoughe they do daylie practife and ex- 
ercife themfelues in the difciplinenof wane, and not 
onelie the men, but alfo the women vpon certen ap- 
pointed dales, left they ftiould be to feke in the feate 
of aimss, if nede ftiould require, yet they neuer go to 
battell, but either in the defence of their owne coun- 
trey, or to dnue out of their frendes lande the enemies 
that haue inuaded it, or by their power to deliuer from 
the yocke and bondage of tirannye fome people, that 
be therewith oppreffed. Which thing they do of 
meere pitie and compaffion Howbeit they fende 
helpe to their frendes, not euer in their defence. But 
fomet3nnes alfo to requite and reuenge iniunes before 
to them done. But this they do not onleffe their 
counfell and aduife in the matter be aflced, whiles 
it is yet newe and freftie For if they finde the caufe 
probable, and if the contrarie part wil not reftoore 
agayne fuche thynges as be of them luftelye demaunded, 
then they be the chiefe autours and makers of the 
warre Whiche they do not onlie as ofte as byin- 
rodes and muafions of foldiours praies and booties be 
driuen awaye, but then alfo muche more mortally, 
when their frendes marchauntes in anie lande, either 
vnder the pretence of vniufte lawes, or elles by the 
wreftinge and wronge vnderftandinge of good lawes, 
do fufteme an vniuft accufation vnder the colour of 
luftice Neither the battell whiche the Utopians fought 
for the Nephelogetes againft the Alaopolitanes a litle 
before oure time was made for any other caufe, but 
that the Nephelogete marchaunt men, as the Utopians 
thought, fuffied wrong of the Alaopolitanes, vnder the 
pretence of nghte. But whether it were righte or 
wronge, it was with fo cruel and mortal wane reuenged, 
the countreis rounde about ioyninge their helpe and 
powre to the purfaunce and malice of bothe parties, 
that mofte floiiftiing and wealthy peoples, bemg fome 
of them ftirewedly fhaken, and fome of them Iharpely 
beaten, the mifcheues wer not finiihed nor ended, vn- 
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til the Alaopolitanes, at the lall were yelded vp as 
bondemen into the lunfdiction of the Nephelogetes 
For the Utopianf fought not this war for themfelues. 
And yet the Nephelogetes befoie the warre, when the 
Alaopolitanes flounlhed in wealth, wer nothing to be 
compared with them. So egerlye the Utopians pro- 
fequute the iniuries done to their frendes* yea, in 
money matters, and not their owne likewife For if 
they hy coueyne or gile be ^viped befide their goodes, 
fo that no violence be done to their bodies, they 
wreake their anger by abilemmge from occupieng with 
that nation, vntil they haue made fatiffaction Not 
forbicaufe they fet leffe lloore by their owne citizeins, 
then by their frendes : but that they take the Ioffe of 
their frendes money more heuelie then ye Ioffe of their 
own. Bicaufe that their frendes marchaunte men, for- 
afmuche as that they leife is their own pnuate goods, 
fufteine great dammage by the Ioffe. But their owne 
citizeyns leife nothing but of the commen goods, and 
of that whiche was at home plentiful! and almofl 
fuperfluous, els had it not bene fent furth Therfore 
no man feleth the Ioffe. And for this caule they 
thinke it to cmell an acte, to reuenge that Ioffe with 
the deathe of manie, the incommoditie of the which 
Ioffe no man feeleth neither m his lyfe, nor yet m 
his lining. But if it chaunce that any of their men 
m any other countrey be maimed or killed, whe- 
ther It be done by a commen or a pnuate counfel, 
knowyng and tr3dng out the trueth of the matter by 
their ambaffadours, onlelfe the offenders be ren- 
dered vnto them in recompence of the iniune, they 
will not be appeafed but mcontinent they proclaime 
warre againfl them. The offenders yelded, they pun- 
ilhe either with death, or with bondage. They be not 
onlyfory, but alfo aftiamed to atchieue the victorie with 
bloudlhed, counting it greate folie to bie victonedeare 
precious wares to dere. They reioyfe and bought 
auaunt themfelues, if they vanquiflie and oppreffe their 
enemies by craft and deceite. And for that act they 
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make a generall tnumph, and as yf the matter were 
manfullye handeled, they fet vp a pyller of flone m the 
place where they fo vanquiflied theif enemies, in token 
of the victone For then they glone, then they boafle. 
and cracke that they hane plaied the men in deede* 
when they haue fo ouercommen, as no other lining 
creature hut onely man could . that is to faye, by the 
'by the mighte and puifaunce of wit. For witli bodily 
flrength (fay they) beares, lions, boores, wiilfes, dogges, 
and other wild beaftes do fight And as the molle 
part of them do paffe vs in flrength and fierce courage, 
fo in wit and reafon we be much flronger then they alL 
Their chief and piincipall puipofe in warre, is to ob 
teine that thynge, whiche if they had before obteined, 
they woulde not haue moued battell But if that be 
not poffible, they take fo cmell vengeaunce of them 
whiche be in the faulte, that euer after they be aferde 
to do the like This is their chiefe and pnncipall in- 
tent, whiche they immediatlie and firfl of al profe- 
quute, and fetforwarde But yet fo, that they be more 
circumfpecte, m auoidmge and efchewynge leopardies, 
tlien they be defierous of pxayfe and reno^vne There- 
fore immediatlye after that warre is ones folemnelie de- 
nounced, they procure many proclamations figned with 
their owne commen feale to be fet vp priuilie at one 
time in their enemies lande, in places mofle frequented. 
In thefe pioclamations they promiffe greate rewardes 
to hym that will kill their enemies pnnce, and fome 
what leffe giftes, but them verye greate alfo, for eueiye 
heade of them, whofe names be in the faide proclama- 
tions conteyned They be thofe whom they count their 
chiefe aduerfanes, next vnto the prince Whatfoeuer is pre- 
fcnbed vnto him that kiUeth any of the proclaimed per- 
fons, that is dubled to him that brmgeth anye of the fame 
to them aliue : yea, and to the proclaimed perfones 
themfelues, if they wil chaunge their mindes, and come 
into them, taking dieir partes, they prefer the fame 
greate rewardes with pardone, and fueitie of their hues. 
Therefore it quickely commeth to paffe that their ene- 



of Utopia. r35 

mies haue all other men m fufpicion, and be vnfaith- 
full, and raiftrufli^g among themfelues one to another, 
lining in great feare, and in no leffe ieopardie. For it 
IS well knowen, that diners times the moft part of them 
(and fpecialhe the pnnce him felfe) hathe bene betraied 
of them, in whom they put their moile hope and trufl 
So that there is no maner of act nor dede that giftes 
and rewardes do not enforce men vnto. And in re- 
wardes they kepe no meafure But remembnng and 
confidenng into how great hafarde and ieopardie they 
cal them, endeuoure themfelues to recompence the 
greatnes of the daunger ^vlth like great benefites And 
therefore they proinile not only wonderful greate abun- 
daunce of golde, but alfo landes of greate reuenues 
lieng in moll faiFe places among theire frendes And 
theiie promiffes they peifourme faylhlully withoute 
annye fraude or couyne This cullome of byinge 
and fellynge aduerfaryes among other people is dyfal- 
lowed, as a cruel acte of a baffe and a cowardyfhe 
mynde But they in this behalfe thinke themfelfes 
muche pra5de woorthy, as who lyke wyfe men by this 
meanes difpatche greate warres withoute anny battell or 
Ikirrmyfhe Yea they counte it alfo a dede of pytye 
and mercye, bicaufe that by the deathe of a fewe offen- 
ders the lyues of a gieate numbie of mnocentes, afwel 
of theure oune men as alfo of theire enemies be raun- 
fomed and faued, which in fightmg fhoulde haue bene 
fleane For they doo no leffe pytye the baffe and 
common forte of theire enemies people, then they doo 
theire owne knowing yat they be driuen and enforced 
to warre agamlle their willes by the furyous madnes of 
theiie prmces and heades. Yf by none of thefe meanes 
the matter goo forwarde, as they woulde haue it, then 
they procure occayfons of debate, and diffention to be 
fpredde amonge theire enemies. As by brmgmge the 
prmces brother, or fome of the noble men in hoope to 
obtayne the kmgedome Yf this waye preuayle not, 
then they reyfe vp the people that be nexte neyghe- 
boures and boideiers to theire enemyes, and them they 
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fette in theire neckes vnder the coloure of fome olde 
tytle of ryghte, fuch as kynges doQj neuer lacke. To 
them they promyffe theire helpe and ayde in theire 
warre. And as for moneye they gyue them abund 
aunce. But of theire owne cytyzems they fende to 
them fewe or none. Whome they make fo much of, 
and loue fo intierlye, that they would not be willing to 
chaunge anye of them for their aduerfaries pnnce. But 
their gold and filuer, bycaufe they kepe it all for thys 
only purpofe, they laye it owte frankly and frely : as 
who fhoulde lyue euen as wealthely, if they hadde be- 
ftowed it eueiye pennye. Yea and befydes theire 
ryches, whyche they kepe at home, thei haue alfo an 
infinite treafure abrode, by reafon that (as I fayde be- 
fore) manye nations be in their debte Therefore they 
hiere foldiours oute of all countreis and fende them 
to battayle, but cheifly of the zapoletes This people 
IS. 500 myles from Utopia eaftewarde. They be hide- 
ous, fauage, and fyerce, dwellynge in wild woodes and 
high mountaines, where they were bredde and brought 
vp They be of an harde nature, hable to abide and 
fufleine heate, colde, and labour, abhonynge from all 
delicate deintyes, occupyenge no hufbandrye nor tyll- 
age of the ground, homelye and rude both in buildmge 
of their houfes and in their apparrel, geuen vnto 
no goodnes, but onely to the breedinge and bring- 
3mge vp of cattel. The mofle parte of theire lyuinge 
is by huntynge and Ilealynge They be borne one- 
lye to warre, whyche they diligentlye and ear- 
neflelye feke for. And when they haue gotten it, 
they be wonders glad thereof They goo furthe of 
theire countreye in greate companyes together, and 
who foeuer lackethe fouldyours, there they proffer 
theire feruice for fmall wages. This is onelye the 
crafte they haue to gette theire liuynge by. They 
maynteyne theire lyfe, by fekinge theire deathe. For 
them whomew3^h they be in waygesthey fyghtehardelye, 
fyerflye, and fa5rthefullye But they bynde themfelfes 
for no certeyne tyme But vpon this condition they 
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cntxe into bondes, that the nexte daye they wyll take 
parte with the other fyde for greatter wayges, and the 
nexte daye after '*that, they wyll be readye to come 
backe agayne for a l3rtle more moneye There be fewe 
warres thereawaye, wherein is not a greate numbre of 
them in bothe partyes. Therefore it dayelye chaun- 
cethe that nye kynfefolke whyche were hiered together 
on one parte, and there veryefrendelye and familiarlye 
vfed themfelfes one W3rth another, Ihortely after beinge 
feparate in contrarye partes, runne one againfle another 
enuyoullye and fyercelye. and forgettmge bothe kindred 
and frendeihyppe, thmfle theire fwordes one in another 
And that for none other caufe, but that they behyered 
of contrarye piynces for a lytle moneye. Whyche they 
doo fo hyghlye regarde and elleame, that they will 
eafelye be prouoked to chaunge partes for a halfe- 
penye more wayges by the daye. So quyckelye 
they haue taken a fmacke m couetefenes Wliyche for 
all that IS to them no proffyte. For that they gette by 
fyghtynge, immedyatelye they ipende vnthryftelye and 
metchedlye in ryotte This people fighteth for the 
Utopians agaynfle all nations, bycaufe they geue them 
greatter wayges, then annye other nation wyll. For 
the Utopians lyke as they feke good men to vfe wel, 
fo they feke thefe euell and vicious men to abufe 
Whome, when neade requirethe, with promiffes of 
greate rewardes they putte forthe into great leopardyes. 
From whens the moofle parte of them neuer cummeth 
againe to afke their rewardes But to them that re- 
mainealiue they pay e yat which they promiffed faithfully, 
that they maye be the more willinge to put themfelfes 
m like daunger another time Nor ye Utopianes paffe 
not how many of them they bring to deflmction. For 
they beleue yat they fhould doo a verye good deade for 
all mankind, if they could ridde out of ye worlde all 
that fowle flinkmg denne of that moft wicked and 
curfed people Next vnto thies they vfe ye foldiours 
of them for whom they fighte And then the helpe of 
their other frendes. And lafle of all, they ioyne to 
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theire oune citizens Emong whome they giue to one 
of tned vertue and prowes the reule, goouemaunce, 
and conduction of the whole armyet Vnder him they 
appo3mte ij other, whyche, whyles he is fauffe, be 
bothe priuate and oute of offyce. But yf he be taken 
or flayne, the one of the other, ij. fuccedeth hym, as it 
were by inherytaunce. And if the feconde mifcarrye, 
then tire thiide taketh his rowme, lealle that (as the 
chaunce of battell is vncerteine and doubtful) the 
leopardye or deathe of the capitaine fhoulde brynge 
the whole armye in hafarde. They chuefe foldyours 
out of euery citye thofe, whych putte furthe themfelJBfes 
wyllyngelye For they thruile no man forthe into 
warre agaynlle his wyll Bycaufe they beleue, yf 
annye man be fearefull and fainte harted of nature, he 
wyll not onelye doo no manfiill and hardy acte hym 
felfe,but alfo be occayfon of cowardenes to his fellowes. 
But if annye battell be made agaynlle theire owne 
countreye, then they putt thefe cowardes (fo that they 
be llronge bodyed) in ih3^pes amonge other bolde 
harted men. Or elles they dyfpofe them vpon the 
walles, from whens they maye not fiye. Thus what 
for lhame that theire enemies be at hande, and what 
for bycaufe they be without hope of runninge awaye, 
theyforgette all feere And manye times extreame 
neceffitye tumethe cowardnes into prowes and maiily- 
nes. But as none of them is thrufl forthe of his coun- 
trey into warre agamile his wyll, fo women that be 
wyllynge to accompany theire hufbandes in times of 
warre be not prohibited or letted. Yea they prouoke 
and exhorte them to it with prayfes And in fet 
fylde the wyues doo flande euerye one by theire owne 
hufbandes fyde. Alfo euery man is compalfed next 
aboute with his owne children, kmffolkes, and aliaunce. 
That they, whom nature chiefely moueth to mutual 
fuccoure, thus ilandynge together, maye healpe one 
another. It is a great reproche, and dilhoneily for the 
hufband to come home without his wiffe, or the wyffe 
withoute her hufbande, or the fonne without his father. 
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And therfore if the other part lliche fo harde by it, 
that the battel come to their handes, it is fought with 
great flaughter and? blodfhed, euen to the vtter deflruc- 
tion of both partes. For as they make all the meanes 
and fhyftes that maye be to kepe themfelfes from the 
neceffitye of fyghtmge, or that they may difpatche the 
battell by their hiered foldyours : fo when there is no* 
remedy, but that they mude neades fight themfelfes, 
they they do as corragiouflye fall to it, as before, whyles 
they myght, they did wifelye auoyde and refufe it. 
Nor they be not moil fierce at the firfl bront But m 
contmuaunce by htle and lytle theire fierce courage 
encreafeth, with fo flubborne and obllynate myndes, 
that they wyil rather dye tlien gyue back an ynche. 
For that fuertye of lyuinge, whiche euerye man hath 
at home beinge loyned with noo carefull anxietye or 
remembraunce how theire poflentie Ihall lyue after 
them (for his penfifnes oftentymes breakethe and 
abateth couragious flomakes) maketh them flowte and 
haidye, and difdaineful to be conquered. Moreouer 
theire knowledge in cheualrye and feates of armes 
putteth them in a good hope. Fmally the wholefome 
and vertuous opinions, whenn they were brought vp 
euen from theire childhode, partely through leamynge, 
and partlye throughe the good ordmaunces and lawes 
of theire weale publique augmente and encreafe theire 
manfull courage By reafon whereof they neither fet fo 
litle (lore by their hues, that they will raffhelye and vn- 
aduifedlye calle them away • nor they be not fo farre 
in lewde and fond loue therewith, that they will Ihame- 
fullye couete to kepe them, when honeilie The capitane 
biddeth ieaue them When the battel is to 

hottefl and in al places moll fierce and fer- th[e]iiitenteth« 
uent, a bende of chofen and picked yong the^sonTr S 
men, whiche be fwome to hue and dye to- 
gethers, take vpon them to dellroye theire aduerfaries 
capitaine. Whome they inuade now -with priuy wieles, 
now by open flrength. At him they ilnke both nere 
and farre of. He is aflayled with a long and a con- 
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tinuall affaulte frefhe men flyll commynge in the wened 
mens places. And feldome it chaunceth (onles he 
he fane hymfelfe by flying) that he^is not either flayne, 
■or els taken pnfoner, and yelded to his enemies aiiue. 
If they Wynne the fyelde, they perfecute not theire 
enemies with the violent rage of flaughter. For they 
had rather take them aliue, then kyl them. Neither 
they do fo follow the chafe and purfute of theire 
enemies, but they leaue behinde them one parte of 
theire hofte in battaile arraye vnder their llandardes. 
In fo muche that if al theur whole armie be difcumfeted 
and ouercum fauing the rerewarde, and that they there- 
with atchieue the victory, then they had rather lette al 
their enemies fcape, then to followe them out of array. 
For they remembre, it hath chaunced vnto themfelfes 
more then ones: the whole powre and ftrength of 
their hofle being vanquilhed and put to flight, whiles 
their enemies rei03ding in the victory haue perfecuted 
them flying fome one way and fome another, a fmall 
companye of theire men lying in an ambufhe, there 
redy at all occafions, haue fodainelye ryfen vpon them 
thus difperfed and fcattered oute of arraye, and through 
prefumption of fafety vnaduifedly purfumg the chafe : 
and haue incontinent changed the fortune of the whole 
battayll : and fpite of their tethes wreflmge oute of 
their handes the fure and vndouted victorye, being a 
litle before conquered, haue for their parte conquered 
the conquerers. It is hard to fay whether they be 
craftier in layinge an ambufhe, or wittier in auoydinge 
the fame. You would thinke they mtende to flye, 
when they meane nothing leffe. And contrarye wyfe 
when they go about that purpofe, you wold beleue 
it were the leafte paite of their thought. For if they 
perceaue themfelfes either ouermatched in numbre, or 
clofed in too narrowe a place, then they remoue their 
campe either in the night feafon with filence, or by 
fome pollicie they deceaue theire enemies, or in the 
day time they retiere backe fo foftelye, that it is no 
leffe ieoperdie to medle with them when theygeue 
ibacke, then when they preefe on. They fence and 
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fortifie their campe fewerlye with a deape and a brode 
trench e. The earth therof is call inward. Nor they 
do not fet drudgeis^ and flaues a worke about it It is 
doone by the handes of the fouldiours them felfes. All 
the whole armye worketh vpon it : excepte them that 
kepe watche and warde in hameis before the trenche for 
Codeine auentures. Therefore by the labour of fo manye 
a large trenche clofinge in a greate compalTe of grounde 
IS made in leiTe tyme then anye man woulde beleue. 
Theire armoure or harneys, whiche they 
weare, is fure and llrong to receaue ilrokes, 
and handfome for all moumges and geflures of the 
bodye, infomudie that it is not vnweldye to fwymme 
in. For m the difcipline of theire warefare amonge 
other feates thei leame to fwimme in hames Their 
weapons be arxowes aloufe whyche they fhote both 
Clrongely and furelye, not onelye fotemen, but alfo 
horfemen. At hande flrokes they vfe not fwordes but 
pollaxes, whiche be mortal!, afwel in fharpenes, as m 
weyghte, both for foynes and downe flrokes Engmes 
for warre they deuyfe and inuent wonders wittelye 
Whiche when they be made diey kepe verye fecrete, 
ieafle yf they fhoulde be knowen before neade requyre, 
they fhould be but laughed at and feme to no purpofe. 
Bnt in makynge them hereunto they haue chiefe re- 
fpecte, that they be botli eafy to be caned, and hand- 
fome to be moued, and turned about or truces 
Tmce taken with their enemies for a fhorte 
time they do fo firmelye and faythfiillye keape, that 
they wyll not breake it : no not though they be there- 
unto prouoked They doe not wafle nor deflroye 
theire enemies lande with forraginges, nor they bume 
not vp their come. Yea, they faue it as muche as 
may be from being ouerrunne and troden downe 
either with men or horfes, thinkmge that it growethe 
for theire owne vfe and proffit They hurt no man 
that is vnarmed, onles he be an efpiall All cities that 
be yelded vnto them, they defende. And fuche as 
they Wynne by force of affaulte, they neither difpoyle 
nor facke, but them that wnthflode and dyfTuaded the 
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yeldynge vp of the fame, they put to deathe, the other 
ibuldiours they punnylhe with bondage All the 
weake multitude they leaue vntouched. If they knowe 
that annye citezems counfelled to yealde and rendre 
vp the citie, to them they gyue parte of the condemned 
mens goods The refydewe they diflnbute and giue 
frelye amonge them, whofe helpe they had in fame 
warre For none of them felfes taketh any portion of 
the praye But when the battaile is finilhed and ended, 
they put theire frendes to neuer a penny coHe of al the 
•charges that they were at, but laye it vpon theire 
neckes that be conquered. Them they burdeine with the 
whole charge of theue expenfeis, whiche they demaunde 
4}f them partelye in moneie to be kept for like vfe of 
battayll, and partelye in landes of greate reuenues to be 
payde vnto them yearelye for euer Suche reuenues 
they haue now in manye countreis Whiche by litle and 
litle ryfinge of dyuers and fondry caufes be mcreafed 
aboue vij, [feven] hundrethe thoufand ducates by the 
yere Thether they fende forth fome of their citezems 
as Lieuetenauntes, to hue there fumptuoufly like men 
of honoure and reno’wne And yet this not withfland- 
inge muche moneye is faued, which commeth to the 
commen treafory ; onles it fo chaunce, that they had 
rather truft ye countrey with the money Which 
many times they do fo long, vntil they haue nede to 
occupie it And it feldome happeneth, that thei de- 
maund al Of thefe landes they affigne parte vnto 
them, which at their requeil and exhortacion put them- 
felfes in fuch ieoperdies, as I fpake of before. If anye 
pnnce ilirre vp warre agaynile them, intending to 
inuade theire lande, they mete hym mcontinent oute 
.of theire owne borders with greate powre and flrengthe. 
For they neuer lyghtely make warre in their owne 
countrei. Nor they be neuer broughte mto fo ex- 
treme neceffitie as to take 
helpe out of forreyne 
landes into their 
owne Ilande. 
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ere be diuers kindes of religion not only 
in fondrie partes of the Ilande, but alfo 
in diuers places of euery citie. Some 
woifhip for God the fonne* fome the 
mone . fome, fome other of the pianettes. 
There be that giue worfhip to a man that was ones of 
excellente vertue or of famous glory, not only as God, 
but alfo as the chiefeft and hygheft God. But the 
mofle and the wyfeft parte (reiectynge al thefe) beleue, 
that there is a certa5nie Godlie powre vnknowen, euer- 
laflinge, incomprehenfible, inexplicable, farre aboue 
the capacitie and retche of mans witte, difperfed 
throughoute all the worlde, not m bignes, but in ver- 
tue and power Him they call the father of al. To 
him alone they attribute the begmnmges, the en- 
creafinges, the procedmges, the chaunges, and the 
endes of al thinges. Neither they geue any diuine 
honours to any oQier then to him. Yea al ye other 
alfo, though they be in diuers opinions, yet m this 
pointe they agiee all togethers with the wifell forte, 
in beleuing that there is one chiefe and pnncipall 
God, the maker and mler of the whole worlde . whome 
they all commonlye in their countrey language call 
Mythra But in this they difagree, that among fome 
he IS counted one, and amonge fome an other For 
euery one of them, whatfoeuer yat is whiche he taketh 
for the chief god, thinketh it to be the very fame 
nature, to whole only diume mighte and maieflie, the 
iumme and foueramtie of al thmges by the confent of 
al people is attributed and geuen. Howbeit they all 
begyn by litle and litle to forfake and fall fiom this 
vanetie of fuperflitions, and to agre togethers in that 
religion whiche femethe by reafon to paffe and excell 
the refidewe And it is not to be doubted, but all the 
other would long agoo haue bene abolilhed, but that 
whatfoeuer vnprofperous thynge happened to anie of 
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them, as he was mynded to chaunge his religion, the 
fearefulneffe of people did take it, not as a thmge 
comminge by chaunce, but as fente fiom GOD out of 
heauen. As thoughe the God, whSfe honoure he was 
forfakynge, woulde reuenge that wicked purpofe againfl 
him. But after they hearde vs fpeake of the name of 
Chnfte, of his doctrine, lawes, myracles, and of thee 
no leffe wonderful conflancie of fo manye martyrs, 
whofe blonde wyllinglye Ihedde broughte a great 
nurabre of nations throughoute all partes of the worlde 
into their feet ; you will not beleue with howe gladde 
mindes, they agreed vnto the fame : whether it were 
by the fecrete infpiration of GOD, or elles for that 
they thought it nieghefl vnto that opinion, which 
among them is counted the chiefell. Howbeit I 
thmke this was no fmale helpe and furtheraunce in the 
matter, that they harde vs fay, that Chnll milituted 
among his, al thinges commen : and that the fame 
Religious hou- communitie doth yet remaine amongefl the 
rightefl Chrillian companies Verelyhow- 
foeuer it came to paffe, manye of them confented to- 
gathers in our religion, and were waflhed in ye holy 
water of baptifme. But becaufe among vs foure (for 
no mo of vs was left a hue, tivo of our companye beyng 
dead) there was no priefl, which I am right forie for : 
they beynge entered and mflructed in al other pointes 
of our religion, lacke only thofe facramentes, whiche 
here none but prieftes do mimfler Howbeit they 
vndeiflajid and perceiue them, and be very defierous 
of ye fame. Yea, they reafon and difpute ye matter 
earneflly among themfelues, whether without ye fend- 
ing of a chnilian bilhop, one chofen out of their own 
people may receaue the ordre of prieflhod And 
truely they were minded to chuefe one. But at tny 
departure from them they had chofen none They 
alfo which do not agree to Chniles religion, feare no 
man from it, nor fpeake againfl any man that hath 
receiiied it. Sauing that one of our company in my 
prefence was fharpely pumfhed. He as foone as lie 
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vras baptifedj began againft our willes. with more 
eamelle affection, then wifedome, to reafon of Chnfles 
religion: and began to waxe fo hote in his matter, 
that he did not onlye preferre our religion before 
al other, but alfo did vtterly defpife and con- 
dempne all other, calling them prophane, and the 
folowers of them wicked and deueliih, and the children 
of euerlaflinge dampnation. Wlien he had thus longe 
reafoned the matter, they laide holde on him, accufed 
him, ^d condempned him mto exile, not as a defpifer 
of religion, but as a fedicious perfon, and a raifer vp of 
diffention amonge the people. For this is one of the 
auncienteff lawes amonge them : that no man ihall be 
blamed for refoninge m the maintenaunce of his owne 
religion. For kyng Utopus, euen at the firffe begin- 
ning, hearing yat the inhabitauntes of the land wer 
before his comming thether, at contmuall diffention and 
flnfe amonge themfelues for their religions • perceymng 
alfo that this common diffention (whiles eueiy feuerall 
fecte tooke feueral partes in fighting for their countrey) 
was the only occafion of his conqueft ouer them al, 
affone as he had gotten the victory ; Firlle of all he 
made a decree, that it fiiould be lazuli for euene man 
to fauoure and folow what religion he would, and that 
he mighte do the befl he could to bring other to his 
opinion, fo that he did it peaceablie, gentelie, quietly, 
and foberlie, without hallie and contentious rebuking 
and inuehing againft other. If he could not by faire 
and gentle fpeche induce them vnto his opinion yet he 
fiiould vfe no kmde of violence, and reframe from dis- 
pleafaunte and feditious woordes To him sediaous re- 
that would vehementlyandferuentlye in this soners puni- 
caufe flriue and contende was decreed, ® 
banifiiment or bondage. This lawe did kynge Utopus 
make not only for the maintenaunce of peace, which 
he faw through contmuall contention and mortal hatred 
vtterly extinguifhed ; but alfo becaufe he thought this 
decne fhould make for the furtheraunce of religion. 
Wherof he durll define and determine nothing vnad- 

K 
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mfedlie, as douting whether god defiering manifolde 
and diuerfe fortes of honour, would infpire fondry men 
with fondne kindes of religion, -And this fuerlyhe 
thought a very vnmete and folifh thing, and a point of 
airogant prefumption, to compell all other by violence 
and threateninges to agre to the fame, that thou 
beleuefl to be trew. Furthermore thoughe there be 
one religion, whiche alone is trew, and al other vame 
and fuperflitious, yet did he wel, forefee (fo that the 
matter were handeled with reafon, and fober modeflie) 
that the trueth of the own powre would at the lall 
iffue out and come to lyghte. But if contention and 
debate in that behalfe Ihould contmuallye be vfed, as 
the woorfle men bemoofleobflinate andllubboume,and 
in their euyll opmion moofle conflante : he perceaued 
that then the belle and holyefl religion woulde be troden 
vnderfote and deflroyed by moll vame fuperflicions, 
euen as good come is by thomes and weedes ouer- 
growen and chooked. Therfore all this matter he 
lefle vndifcuffed, and gaue to euerye man fiee hbertie 
and choife to beleue what he woulde. Sauinge that 
he eameflelye and flraitelye charged them, that no 
No vile opim- man fhould conceaue fo vile and baafe an 
cL?ed of mis opiiiion of the dignitie of mans nature, as 
worthy nature to think that the foules do die and perilhe 
with the bodye: or that the world runneth at al 
auentures gouemed by no diuine prouidence. And 
therfore thei beleue that after this life vices be ex- 
treamelye punifhed and vertues bountifully rewarded. 
Hym that is of a contrary opinion they counte not in 
the numbre of men, as one that bathe aualed the 
heighe nature of hys foule to the vielnes of brute 
beafles bodies: muche leffe m the numbre of their 
citiziens, whofe lawes and ordenaunces, if it were not 
for feare, he wold nothing at al efleeme. For you 
maye be fuer that he will fludie either with craft 
priuely to mocke, or els violently to breake the commen 
lawes of his countrey, in whom remameth no further 
feare then of the lawes, nor no further hope then of the 
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bodye, Whertore he that is thus minded is depriued 
of all honours, excluded from all common irreligious 
adminillrations m the weale publique. Jld^romSi’ 
And thus he is of all fortes defpifed, as of honours, 
an vnprofitable, and of a bafe and \hle nature. How- 
beit they put him to no punifriment, becaufe a very straung 
they be perfuaded, that it is m no mans 
power to beleue what he hfl. No nor they conflraine 
hym not with thceatninges to diffemble his mmde, 
and Ihew countenaunce contraiie to his thought. For 
deceit and falfhod and all maners of lies, Deceitandfais- 
as nexte vnto fraude, they do mameloullie detested 
detefle and abhorre. But they fuffer him not to dis- 
pute m his opinion, and that onelye amonge the corn- 
men people. For els aparte amonge the priefres and 
men of grauitie they do not onelye fuffer, but alfo ex- 
horte him to difpute and argue : hopmg that at the lafl, 
that madnes will geue place to reafon There be alfo 
other, and of them no fmall numbre, which be not for- 
bidden to fpeake theyr mindes, as pounding their 
opinion vpon fome reafon, beyng in their liuing neither 
euell nor vicious Their herefie is much contrarie to the 
other. For they beleue that the foules of a marueious 
brute beafles be immortall and euerlalling 
But nothynge to be compared with oures m Srso 2 ?es 
digmtie, neither ordemed nor predeflinate beastes 
to like felicitie. For al they beleue certemly and fewerly 
that mans blelTe lhal be fo great, that they do moume 
and lament euery mans ficknes, but no mans death- 
oneles it be one whome they fee depart from his life 
carefuUie, and agaynll his will. For this they take for 
a verye euel token, as thoughe the foule ^0 die vnwii- 
be3mge in difpaire, and vexed m confcience, lyngiy an cuei 
through fome priuie and fecret forefeilmg ^ ^ 
of the punifhement now at hande were aferde to depart. 
And they thinke he fhall not be welcome to God, 
which when he is called, niimeth not to him gladlye, 
but is drawen by force and fore againfl his will. They 
dierfore that fee this kmde of deathe, do abhorre it. 
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and them thlt fo die, they burie with forow and filence. 
And when they haue praied God to be mercifull to the 
foule, and mercifully to pardon th^ infirmities therof, 
A willing and they coucr the dead coorfe with earth Con- 
trancwife all that departe merely and ful 
ted of good hope, for them no man moumeth, 

but followeth the heerfe with ioyfull f3aiging, commend- 
ing the foules to God with great affection. And at the 
lafl, not with mourning forrow, but with a great reuer^ 
ence they bomme the bodies. And in the fame place 
they fette vp a piller of flone, with the dead mans titles 
therm graued When they be come home they reherfe 
his vertuous maners and his good dedes But no part 
of his life IS fo oft or gladly talked of, as his men 
deth. They thmke that this remembraunce of the 
vertue and goodnes of the dead doeth vehemently pro- 
uoke and enforce the Iming to vertue. And that 
nothmg can be more pleafaunt and acceptable to the 
deade Whom they fuppofe to be prefent among 
them, when they talke of them, though to the dull 
and feble eiefight of mortall men they be inuifible. 
For it weie an vnconuenient thinge, that the bleffed 
fhoulde not be at libertie to goo whether they 
woulde. And it were a pointe of greate vnkmd- 
nes m them to haue vtterly cafl awaye the defire of 
irifitmge and feing their fiendes, to whome they 
ivere in their life time loyned by mutuall loue and 
amitie. Whiche in good men after their deathe they 
counte to be rather mcreafed then diminifhed. They 
beleue therefore that the deade be prefentlye conuer- 
faunt amonge the quicke, as beholders and witneffes 
of all their woides and dedes. Therfore they go more 
corragioufly to their bufines as hauing a trufl and 
affiaunce in fuch ouerfeers And this fame belefe of 
the prefent conueifation of their forefathers and aunce- 
Sothsayers among them, feareth them fiom all 

not regarded fecrete diffioneflie. They vtterly defpife 

nor credited mocke fothfayinges and diumations of 

ihmges to come by the flighte or voices of birdes, and 
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all other diuinations of vame fuperftition, whiche in other 
countreis be m greate obfemation. But they liighlye 
efleme and worlhy|)pe miracles that come 
by no healpe of nature, as woorkes and wit- 
neffes of the prefente power of God. And fuche they 
faye do chaunce there veiye often. And fometimes 111 
great and doubtefull matters, by common mterceffion 
and prayers, they procure and obteme them with a fure 
hope and confidence, and a Ileadfaft belefe. xhe hfe con- 
They thinke that the contemplation of na- tempiatxue 
ture, and the prayfe thereof comminge, is to God a very 
acceptable honoure Yet there be many fo eamelllye 
bent and'affectioned to religion, that they paffe no thing 
for leming, noi gene their mindes to any xhe hfe ac- 
knowledge of thinges. But ydelnes they vt- tme 
terly forfake and elchue, thinkmg felicitie after this life 
to be gotten and obteined by bufie labors and good 
exercifes. Some therfore of them attende vpon the 
ficke, fome amende high waies, clenfe ditches, repaire 
bridges, digge turfes, grauell, and Hones, fel and cleaue 
wood, bring wood, come and other thinges into the 
cities in cartes, and ferue not onelye in commen woor- 
kes, but alfo in priuate laboiires as femauntes, yea, more 
then bondmen. For what fo euer vnpleafaunt, harde, 
and vile woike is anye where, from the whiche labour, 
iothfonmes, and defpeiation doth fiay other, al that 
they take vpon them willingly and gladly, procuring 
quiete andrell to other, remaininge in continual woorke 
and labour themfelues, not embraidmge otheis there- 
with. They neither reproue other mens hues, nor glo- 
rie m theire owne. Thefe men the more femiceable 
they behaue themfelues, the more they be honoured of 
all men. Yet they be diuided mto two fectes. The 
one is of them that hue fingle and chad, abfleming not 
onely from the companie of women, but alfo from eat- 
ing of flelhe, and fome of them from all maner of beas- 
tes. Whiche vtterly/eiecting the pleafures of this pre- 
fent life as hurtfuil, b"e all wholye fet vpon the defier of 
the lyfe to come by watchymge, and fweatynge, hoop- 
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mge fhortly to obtaine it, being in the meane feafon 
mene and luftie. The other fecteis no lelTe defirous of 
laboure, but they embrace matrimonye, not defpifynge 
the folace theiof, thinking that they can not be 
difcharged of their bounden duties towardes nature 
without labour and toyle, nor towardes their na- 
tiue countiey without procreation of children. They 
abflame from no pleafure that doeth nothinge hm- 
der them from laboure. They loue the flefli of foure 
footed beafles, bicaufe they beleue that by yat 
meate they be made hardier and flronger to woorke. 
It IS not all TheUtopianscounte this fecte the wifer,but 

one to be wise the Other the holier Which in that they pre- 
and good fingle life before matrimony, and that 

fharp life before an eafier life, if herem they grounded vpon 
reafon they wouldmock them. Butnow forafmuchas they 
fay they be led to it by religion, they honor and wor- 
fhip them. And theie be they whom in their language 
by a peculiar name, they cal Buthrefcas, the which 
woord by interpretation figmfieth to vs men of religion 
or religious men. They haue pnefles of 
Pnestes cxcedmg holines, and therefore very few. 
For there be but xiij. m euery citie accordmge to the 
number of their churches, fauyng when they go furthe 
to batteli. For than. vij. of them goo furth with tlie 
armie : m whofe fleades fo manie newe be made at 
home. But the other at their retourne home again 
reentre euery one into his owne place, they that be 
aboue the numbre, vntill fuche time as they fuccede 
into the places of the other at their d3dnge, be in the 
meane feafon continuallie in companie with the bilh- 
oppe. For he is the chiefe heade of them al. They 
be chofen of the people, as the other magiflrates be by 
fecrete voices for the auoydinge of flrife. After dieir 
election they be confecrate of their own companie. 
They be ouerfeers of al diuine matters, orderers of re- 
ligions, and as it wer ludges and maiflers of maners. 
And it is a great difhoneflie and fhame to be rebuked 
or Ipoken to by any of them for diffolute and incontm- 



ent liuing. But as it is their office to geue good ex- 
horfations and counfel, fo is it ye dutie of the pnnce 
and the other maglflrates to con-ect and pumfhe offen- 
ders, fauing that the prielles, whome they find excead- 
mg VICIOUS liuers, them they excommuni- Exconimunica- 
cate from hauing anye interefl in diuine tion. 
matters. And there is almofle no punifhement amonge 
them more feared. For they runne in veiye great in- 
famie, and be inwardly tormented with a fecret feare of 
religion, and lhall not long fcape free with their bodies. 
For vnleffe they by quicke repentaunce approue the 
amendement of their hues to the pnefles, they be taken 
and punifhed of the counfel, as wicked and irreligious. 
Both childhode and youth is mflructed, and taught of 
them. Nor they be not more dihgente to inflructe them 
h learning, then in vertue and good maners. For they 
vfe with vene great endeuour and diligence to put in- 
to the heades of their children, whiles they be yet ten- 
der and ;^haunte, good opinions and profitable for the 
conferuation of their weale publique. Which when 
they be once rooted in children, do remayne with them 
al their life after, and be wonders profitable for the de- 
fence and maintenaunce of the flate ot the common 
welth. Wliiche neuer decaieth but throughe vices ns- 
inge of euiU opinions The prieftes, onles wom«. prie- 
they be women (for that kinde is not exclu- stes 
ded from priefthoode, howbeit fewe be chofen, and 
none but widdowes and old women) the men priefles, 
I laye, take to their wifes the chiefefl women in all their 
countreye. For to no office among the Utopians is 
more honour and preemmince geuen In fo much that 
if they commit any offence, they be vnder no commen 
iudgement, but be left only to god and ThemaiesUe 
themfelfes For thei thmkeitnot lawful 
to touch him with mannes hande, be he pnestes 
neuer fo vitious, which after fo fmgular a fort was dedi- 
cate and confecrate to god, as a holly offering This 
maner may they eafelye obferue, bicaufe they haue fo 
fewe priefles, and do chufe them with fuch circumfpec- 
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tion. For it fcafely t'lier chaunceth, that the rnolle ver- 
tuous amonge vertiious, which in refpect only of his 
vertue is auaunced to fo high a dignty, can fal to vice 
and wickednes. And if it fhould chaunce in dede (as 
mans nature is mutable and fraile) yet by reafon they 
be fo fewe, and promoted to no might noi powre, but 
only to honoure, it were not to be feared yat anye great 
dammage by them ihould happen and enfue to the corn- 
men wealthe. They haue fo rare and fewe pnefles, 
leail if the honour were communicated to many, ye dig- 
mti of the ordre, which among them now is fo highly 
eflemed, ihould rune m contempt. Speciallye bicaufe 
they thincke it hard to find many fo good, as to be 
meet for that dignity, to the execution and difcharge 
whereof it is not fufficiente to be endued with meane 
vertues Furtheimoie thefe priefles be not more efle- 
med of their owne countrey men, then they be of for- 
rein and flraunge countreis Which thinge maye here- 
by plamly appere. And I thinke alfo yat this is the 
caufe of It. For whiles ye armies be fighting together 
in open feld they a htle befide not farre of knele vpon 
their knees m their hallowed veflimentes, holding vp 
their handes to heauen : praing firfl of all for peace, 
nexte for vyctory of their owne parte, but to neyther 
part a bluddy victory. If their hoft gette the vpper 
hand, they runne in to the mayne battayle, and res- 
trayne their owne men from fleymg and cruelly purfu- 
inge theire vanquyihed enemies. Whyche enemyes, yf 
they doo but fee them and fpeake to them, it is ynoughe 
for the fauegarde of theire lyues. And the touching 
of theire clothes defendeth and faueth al their gooddes 
from rauine and fpoyle. This thinge hathe auaunced 
them to fo greate wourfhip andtrewe maiefly among al 
nations, that manye times tliey haue afwel preferued 
theire own citizens from ye cruel force of their enemies, 
as they haue theire enemies from the furyous lage of 
theire owne men. For it is well knowen, that when 
theire owne army hathe reculed, and in dyfpa)rre turned 
backe, and runne away, their ennemies fyerflye purfumg 
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with llaughter and fpoyle, then the prieites cumming 
betwene haue flayed the murder, and parted bothe tlie 
holies. So that pgace hath bene made and concluded 
betwene bothe partes vpon equail and indifferent condi- 
tions. F or there was neuer any nation, fo fierce, fo cruell, 
and rude, but they hadde them m fuche reuerence, that 
they counted their bodyes hallowed and fanctified, and 
theiefore not to be violently e and vnreuerentlye touched. 

They kepe hollye the firlle and the lalle daye of 
euery moneth and yeare, diuydmge the Theobserua- 
yeare into monethes, whyche they mea- SSes'lmonge 
fure by the courfe of the moone, as they the Utopians 
doo the yeare by the courfe of the fonne. The fyrlle 
dayes they call in theire language Lynememes, and 
the lalle Trapememes, the whyche woordes may be 
mterpieted, pnmifelle and finifell, or els m ourfpeache, 
5rll fealle and lall feall. Their churches be xheirchur- 
verye gorgious, and not onelye of fine and cheis 
curious workemanfhip, but alfo (which m the fewenes 
of them was necelfaiy) veiy wide and large, and hable 
to receaue a great company of people. But they be al 
fumwhat darke. Howbeit that was not churcheisof 
donne through ignoraunce m buildmge, 
but as they lay, by the counfel of the pnelles. why 
Bicaufe they thought that ouer much light doth difperfe 
mens cogitations, whereas m dimme and doubtful lighte 
they be gathered together, and more eameflly fixed vp- 
on religion and deuotion: which bicaufe it is not there 
of one fort among all men, and yet all the kindes and 
falTions of it, thoughe they be fondry and manifold, 
agre together in the honour of the diuine nature, as 
goyng diuers wayes to one ende: therefore nothing is 
fene nor heard in ye churches, but that femeth to agre 
indefiferently with them all. If there be a dillinct 
kmd of facrifice peculiar to anye feuerai fecte, tlmt 
diey execute at homem their owne houfes. The com- 
mon facrifi.ces be fo ordered, tliat they be no derogation 
nor preiudice to anye of the priuate lacrifices and re- 
ligions. Therefore no ymage of annye god is leene in 
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the churche, to the intente it maye bee free for euery 
man to conceiue god by their religion after what likenes 
and fimilitude they will. They caSl vpon no peculiar 
name of god, but only Mithra In the which word 
they all agi*ee together in one nature of the diuine 
raaieili whatfoeuer it be. No prayers bee vfed but fuche 
as euerye man maye boldehe pronounce withoute the 
offendmge of anny fecte. They come therefore to the 
churche, the lafle day of euerye moneth and yeare in 
the euenynge yet fallinge, there to gyue thankes to 
GOD for that they haue profperouflye paffed ouer the 
yeare or monethe, wherof that hollye daye is the kite 
daye. The nexte daye they come to the church earlye 
in the momyng, to praye to GOD that they maye haue 
good fortune and fucceffe all the newe yeare or monethe 
whych they doo begynne of that fame hollye daye, 
But in the holly dayes that be the lalle dayes of the 
monethes and yeares, before they come to the churche, 
the wiues fall downe prollrat before theire hufbandes 
The confessi- home, and the children before the 

on^theuro- feete of their parentes, confeffinge and ao 
plans knowleginge themfelfes offendeis either by 

fome actuall dede, or by omifTion of their deuty, and 
defire pardon for their ofFenfe. Thus yf anye cloude 
of pnuy difpleafure was rifen at home, by this fatiffac- 
tion it is ouerblowen, that they may be prefente at the 
facnfices with pure and charitable mmdes. For they 
be aferd to come there with troubled confciences. 
Therefoie if they knowe themfelfes to beare anye 
hatred or grudge towaxdes anye man, they prefume 
not to come to ye facnfices, before they haue recon- 
ciled themfelfes and purged theire confciences, for 
feare of greate vengeaunce and punyfhemente for their 
ofFenfe. When they come thether, the men goo mto 
An order for ayghte fyde of the churche, and the 

places in the women into die lefte fyde. There they place 
Churche themfelfes in fuche oidre, that aU they 
vvhyche be of the male kmde m euery houfhold fitte 
before the goodman of ve houfe, and they of the female 
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kinde before the goodwyfe. Thus it is forfene that all 
their geflures and behauiours be marked and obfenied 
abrode of them by ^hofe authority and difciplme they 
be gouemed at home. This alfo they diligently 
fee vnto, that the younger euermore be coupled with 
his elder, left children beinge ioyned together, tliey 
fhould pafte oueryat time in childifh wantonnes, wherin 
they ought principally to conceaue a religious and de- 
uoute feare towardes god : which is the chiefte and al- 
moft ye only incitation to vertu. They kill no liuing 
beaft in facnfice, nor they thinke not that the merciful 
demencye of god hath delite m bloude and flaughter, 
wliich hath geuen liffe to beaftes to the m- 
tent they fhould line. They bume ftanc- 
kenfence, and other fweet fauours, and light alfo a 
greate numbre of waxe candelles and tapers, not fup- 
pofmge tiiis geare to be any thing auaylable to the 
diuine nature, as neither ye prayers of men. But this^ 
vnhurtful and haimeles kmd of worfhip pleafeth them. 
And by thies fweet fauoures and lightes, and other 
fuch ceremonies men feele themfelfes fecretlye lifted 
vp, and encouraged to deuotion with more wiUynge 
and feruent hartes The people wearethe in the 
churche white apparell, The pneft is clothed m 
chaungeable colours. Whiche in workemanfhipe bee 
excellent, but in ftuffe not veiye pretious. For theire 
veftimentes be neither embraudered with gold, nor fet 
with precious ftones. But they be wrought fo fynely 
and connmgelye with diuers fediers of foules, that the 
eftimation of no coftely ftuffe is hable to counteruaile 
the price of the worke. Furthermore in thefe birdes 
fethers, and in the dewe ordre of them, whiche is ob- 
ferued in theire fettiug, they faye, is conteyned certaine 
diume mifteries. The interpretation whereof knowen, 
whiche is diligentlye taught by the pneftes, they be put 
in remembraunce of the bounufull benefites of 
towarde them : and of the loue and honoure wHche 
of theire behalfe is dewe to God ; and alfo of their 
deuties one towarde another* When the prieft firft 
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commeth out of the veflry thus apparelled, they fall 
downe incontinent euerye one reuerentlye to the ground, 
with fo flill filence on euerye part/ that the very faffion 
of the thinge flriketh into them a certayne feare of 
God, as though he weie there perfonally prefente. 
When they haue lien a litle fpace on the ground, the 
pnefl geuethe them a figne for to 'ryfe Then they 
fmg prayfes vnto God, whiche they intermixt with in- 
Theirechurche fttumentes of muficke, for the mode parte 
musike of Other faffions then thefe that we vfe in 
this parte of the worlde. And like as fome of ours tee 
-muche fweter then theirs, fo fome of theirs doo farre 
palTe ours. But m one thmge doubtles they goo ex- 
ceding farre beyonde vs. For all their mufike bothe 
that they playe vpon indmmentes, and that they fmge 
with mannes voyce dothe fo refemble and expreiTe 
naturall affections, the found and tune is fo applied 
and made agieable to the thinge, that whether it bee a 
prayer, or els a dytty of gladnes, of patience, of trou- 
ble, of moumynge, or of anger ; the faffion of the 
melodye dothe fo reprefente the meaning of the 
thing, that it doth wonderfullye moue, flirre, pearce, 
and enflame the hearers mjTides. At the lafle the people 
and the pnefl together rehearfe folempne prayers m 
woordes, expreflye pronounced, fo made 
rayers ouerye man maye priuatelye applye 

to hymfelfe that which is commonlye fpoken of all 
In thefe prayers euerye man recognifethe and know- 
ledgethe God to be hys maker, hys gouernoure, and 
the principal caufe of all other goodnes, thankynge 
him for fo many benefites receaued at his hande. 
But namelye that throughe the faupure of God he hath 
■chaunced into that publyque weale, whiche is mofle 
happye and welthye, and hathe chofen that rehgion, 
whyche he hopeth to be mofle true. In the whyche 
thinge if he doo anye thinge erre, or yf there be any 
other better then e3d:her of them is, being more ac- 
ceptable to God, he delierethe him that he wyl of his 
goodnes let him haue kx»owledge thereof, as one that 
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is ready too followe what way foeuer he wyll leade hym. 
But yf this fourme and faffion of a commen wealthe 
bee befle, and his c^e relygion mofl true and per- 
fecte, then he defyrethe GOD to gyue hym a con- 
flaunte ftedefallnes in the fame, and too brynge all 
other people to the fame ordre of lyuynge, and to the 
fame opinion of God onles there bee annye thmge 
that in this diuerfitye of religions dothe delite his vn- 
fercheable pleafure. To be fhorte he prayeth hym, 
that after his deathe he maye come to hym. But how 
foone or late that he dare not aflynge or determme. 
Howebeit, if it myght flande with his maieflies pleafure, 
he woulde be muche gladder to dye a paynefull deathe 
and fo to goo to God, then by longe lyuing in worldlye 
profperitye to bee awaye from him. Whan this prayer is 
laid they fal doune to the ground again and a lytle after 
they ryfe vp and go to dinner. And the refydewe of the 
daye they paffe ouer in playes, and exercife of cheualrye 
Nowe I haue declared and defcribed vnto you, as 
truelye as I coulde the fourme and ordre of that 
commen wealth, which verely in my iudgment is 
not only the belle, but alfo that which alone of 
good right maye claime and take vpon it the name of 
a commen wealth or publique weale For in other 
places they fpeake M of the commen wealth. But 
euery man procureth his owne pnuate gaine. Here 
where nothmge is pnuate, the commen affaires bee 
earnelllye loked vpon. And traely on both partes they 
haue good caufe fo to do as they do. For in other 
countreys who knoweth not that he fhall fleme for hon 
ger, onles he make fome feuerall prouifion tor himfelfe, 
though the commen wealthe floryfhe neuer fo muche 
m ryches? And therefore he is compelled euen of 
verye neceffitie to haue regarde to him felfe, rather then 
to the people, that is to faye, to other. Contrary%vyfe 
there where all thinges be commen to euery man, it 
IS not to be doubted that any man fhal lacke anye 
thinge neceffaiy for his priuate vfes : fo that the corn- 
men {lore houfes and bemes be fufhcientlye flored 
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For there nothinge is diflributed afcer a nyggyflie forte, 
neither there is anye poore man or begger. And 
thoughe no man haue anye thingp, yet euerye man is 
ryche. For what can be more riche, then to lyueioy- 
fully and merely, without al gnefe and penfifenes : Not 
carmg for his owne lyuing, nor vexed or troubled with 
his wifes importunate complayntes, nor dreadynge 
pouertie to his fonne, nor forrowyng for his doughters 
dowrey? Yea they take no care at all for the lynyng 
and wealthe of themfelfes and al theirs, of theire wyfes, 
theire chyldren, theire nephewes, theire childrens chyld- 
ren, and all the fucceffion that euer lhall followe in 
theire pofleritie And yet befydes this there is no 
leffe prouifion for them that were ones labourers, and 
be nowe weake and impotent, then for them that do 
nowe laboure and take pa5me. Here nowe woulde I 
fee, yf anye man dare bee fo bolde as to compare with 
this equytie, the lullice of other nations. Among 
whom, I forfake God, if I can fynde any figne 01 token 
of equitie and iuflice For what iuflice is this, that a 
ryche goldefmythe, or an vfurer, or to bee fhorte anye 
of them, which either doo nothing at all, or els that 
whyche they doo is fuch, that it is not very necef- 
faiy to the common wealth, fhould haue a pleafaunte 
and a welthie lymnge, either by Idlenes, or by vn- 
neceffarye bufmes : When in the meane tyme poore 
labouiers, carters, yronfmythes, carpenteis, and plow- 
men, by fo greate and continual toyle, as drawing and 
beaxinge beafles be Ikant hable to fulleine, and againe 
fo neceffaiy toyle, that without it no common wealth 
were"hable to contmewe and endme one yere, Ihould 
yet get fo harde and poore a lyuing, and lyue fo 
wretched and miferable a lyfe, that the flate and con- 
dition of the labouringe beafles maye feme muche 
better and welthier? For they be not put to foo 
continuall laboure, nor theire lyuinge is not muche 
worfe, yea to them muche pleafaunter, takynge no 
xhoughte in the meane feafon for the tyme to come. 
But thefe feilye pooie wretches be prefently tormented 
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with barreyne and vnfimtefull labour. And the remem- 
braunce of theire poore indigent and beggerlye olde 
age kylleth them For theire dayly wages is fo lytle, 
that it will not fufiice for the fame daye, muche leffe it 
yeldeth any ouerplus, that may daylye be layde vp for 
the relyefe of olde age. Is not this an vniull and an 
vnkynde publyque weale, whyche gyueth great fees and 
rewardes to gentlemen, as they call them, and to gold- 
fmythes, and to fuche other, whiche be either ydle 
perfones, or els onlye flatterers, and deuyfers of vayne 
pleafures : And of the contrary parte maketh no gentle 
prouilion for poore plowmen, collars, laborers, carters, 
yxonfinythes, and carpenters : without whome no corn- 
men wealthe can contmewe ? But after it hath abufed 
the labours of theire lufly and flowring age, at the 
laile when they be opprefled with olde age and fycke- 
nes : being nedye, poore, and indigent of all thmges, 
then forgettyng theire fo manye paynefull watchmges, 
not remembring their fo manye and fo greate benefites, 
refcompenfeth and acquyteA them mofle vnkyndly 
witli myferable death. And yet befides this the riche 
men not only by pnuate fraud, but aHb by commen 
lawes do euery day pluck and fiiatche awaye from the 
poore fome parte of their daily lining. So where as it 
femedbefore vniuileto recompenfe withvnkmdnes their 
paynes that haue bene beneficiall to the publique weale, 
nowe they haue to this their wrong and vniufte deal- 
inge (which is yet a muche worfe pomte) geuen the 
name of iuflice, yea and that by force of a law. Ther 
fore when I confider and way in my mind all thefe 
commen wealthes, which now a dayes any where do 
fionlh, fo god helpe me, I can perceaue nothing but a 
certem confpiracy of riche men procunnge theire owne 
commodities vnder the name and title of the commen 
wealth. They muent and deuife all meanes and craftes, 
firll how to kepe fafely, without feare 01 lefmg, that 
they haue vniuflly gathered together, and next how to 
hire and abufe the w^orke and laboure of the poore for 
as litle money as may be. Thefe deuifes, when the 
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riche men haue decreed to be kept and obferued vnder 
coloure of the commmaltie, that is to faye, alfo of the 
pore people, then they be made la\\|ps. But thefe moft 
wicked and vicious men, when they haue by their vnfati- 
able couetoufiies deuided among them felues al thofe 
thinges, whiche woulde haue fufficed all men, yet how 
faire be they from the wealth and felicitie of the Uto- 
Contempte of plan commen wealth? Out of the which, 
Money jji defire of money with the 

vfe thereof is vtterly fecluded and banifhed, howe 
greate a heape of cares is cut away? How great an 
occafion of wickednes and mifchiefe is plucked vp by 
ye rotes? For who knoweth not, that fraud, theft, 
rauine, brauling, quarelling, brabling, flrifife, chiding, 
contention, murder, treafon, poifonmg, which by daily 
pumfhmentes are rather reuenged then lefrained, do 
dye when money dieth. And alfo that feare, griefe, 
care, laboures, and watchinges do perifh euen the very 
fame moment that money penfheth? Yea pouerty it 
felfe, which only femed to lacke money, if monffey 
were gone, it alfo would decreafe and vanifhe away 
And diat you may perceaue this more plainly, confider 
with your felfes fome barein and vnfruteful yeare, 
wherin manye thoufandes of people haue flamed for 
honger : I dare be bolde to fay, yat in the end of that 
penury fo much come or grain might haue bene 
found m the rich mens bernes, if they had bene fearched, 
as being diuided among them whome famme and 
peflilence then confumed, no man at al fhould haue 
felt that plague and penuri. So eafely might men 
gette their lining, if that fame worthye princefle lady 
money did not alone flop vp the waye betwene vs 
and our lyxiing, which a goddes name was very 
excellently deuifed and muented, that by her the 
way therto fhould be opened, I am fewer the ryche 
men perceaue this, nor they be not ignoraunte how 
much better it weie too lacke noo neceffarye thing, 
then to abunde with ouermuche fuperfiuite: to be ryd 
cute of innumerable cares and troubles, then to be be- 
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feiged and encombred with great ryches. And 1 dowte 
not that either the refpecte of euery mans pnuate com* 
moditie, or els the| authority of oure lauioure Chnfle 
(which for his great wifdom could not but know what 
were bell, and for his ineftimable goodnes could not 
but counfel to that which he knew to be bell) wold haue 
brought all the worlde longe agoo into the Amameious 
lawes of this weale publique, if it wer not yat saymge 
one only beall, ye princelTe and mother of all mifchiefe 
Pnde, doth withllande and let it. She 
meafurethe not wealth and profpenty by 
her owne commodities, but by the m&erie and incom- 
modities of other, Ihe would not by her good will be 
made a goddelTe, yf there were no wretches left, ouer 
whom Ihe might like a fcomeful ladie rule and triumph, 
ouer whofe miferies her felicities mighte fhyne, whofe 
pouertie flie myghte vexe, tormente, and encreafe by 
gorgiouflye fettynge furthe her richelTe. Thys hell 
hounde creapeth mto menshaites: and plucketh them 
backe from entering the right pathe of life, and is fo 
depely roted in mens brelles, that fhe can not be pluc- 
ked out. This fourme and fafhion of a weale publique, 
which I would gladly wifh vnto al nations . I am glad 
yet that it hath chaunced to the Utopians, which haue 
folowed thofe inflitutions of life, whereby they haue 
laid fuch foundations of theii common wealth, as fhal 
continew and laft not only wealthely, but alfo as far as 
mans wit may ludge and coniecture, lhall endure for 
euer. For, feyng the chiefe caufes of ambition and fe- 
dition, with other vices be plucked vp by the rootes, 
and abandoned at home, there can be no ieopardie of 
domillicall diffention, whiche alone hathe cafte vnder 
foote and brought to noughte the well fort[i]fied and 
llronghe defenced wealilie and riches of many cities. 
But foralmuch as perfect concorde remameth, and 
wholfome lawes be executed at home, the enuie of al 
forem pnnces be not hable to fhake or moue the em- 
pire, though they haue many tymes long ago gone about 
to do it, beyng euermore driuen backe. 

L 
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Thus when Raphaell hadde made an ende of his tale, 
though many thinges came to my mind, which m the 
maners and lawes of that people fejaed to be inllituted 
and founded of no good reafon, not onely in the fafhion 
of their cheuahy, and in their facrifices and religions, 
and in other of dieir lawes, but alfo, yea and chiefly, in 
that which is the principal foundation of al their ordin- 
aunces, that is to fay, in the communitie of their life 
and liuynge, withoute anye occupieng of money, by 
the whiche thinge onelye all nobilitie, magnificence, 
wourlhippe, honour, and maieflie, the true omamentes 
and honoures, as the common opinion is, of a common 
wealth, vtterlye be ouerthrowen and deflroied : yet be- 
caufe I knew that he was wery of talking, and was not 
fure whether he coulde abyde that anye thynge flioulde 
be fayde againile hys mynde: fpeciallye remembrynge 
that he had reprehended this faulte in other, which be 
aferde left they fliould feme not to be wife enough, on- 
les they could find fome fault m other mens inuentions: 
therfore I praifmg both their mllitutions and hys coln- 
munication, toke him by the hand, and led him into 
flipper; fayinge that we woulde chuefe an other time 
to waye and examine the fame matters, and to talke 
with him moore at large therin. Whiche woulde God 
it might ones come to paife. In the meane time as I 
can not agree and confent to all thinges that he faide, 
beyng els without doubt a man Angularly well learned, 
and alfo m all worldelye matters exactly and profoundly 
experienced: fo mull I nedes confefle and graunt 
that many thinges be in the Uto- 
pian weale publique, whiche 
in our cities I maye ra- 
ther wilhe for, then 
hope after. 

C tie afterttooneg talftr 

of lElajii^ael ^^ti^lotfaoe concern 
ntng latoea anO thstitutt^ 
ons of ti&c ElanUe 
of nto]pta. 
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anU feltcftfe. 

omas More the lingular omamente of this 
our age, as you your felf (right honourable 
Buflide) can witneffe, to whome he is per- 
fectly wel knowen, fent vnto me this other 
day the ylande of Utopia, to very few as 
yet knowen, but moll worthy, which as farre excelling 
Platoes commen wealthe, all people Ihoulde be will- 
mge to know: fpecially of a man moll eloquent fo 
finely fet furth, fo connmgly painted out, and fo euid- 
ently fubiect to the eye, that as oft as I reade it, me 
thinketh that I fee fomwhat more, then when I heard 
Raphael Hythloday himfelfe (for I was prefent at that 
talke afwell as mafter More) vtteryng and pronounc- 
ing his owne woordes: Yea, though the fame man, ac- 
cordmge to his pure eloquence, did fo open and de- 
clare the matter, that he might plainely enough appeare, 
to reporte not thinges, which he had learned of others 
onelye by heaiefay, but which he had with his own eyes 
prefently fene, and throughly vewed, and whenn he had 
no final time bene conuerfant and abiding: a m a-n tm- 
lie, in mine opinion, as touching the knowledge of re- 
gions, peoples, and w^orldly experience, muche palTmge, 
yea euen they very famous and renowmed trauailer 
Vl3dres : and in dede fuche a one, as for the fpace of thefe 
viij. c. [eight hundred] yeres pall I think nature into the 
worldebroughtnotfmthhislike: incompaiifon of whome 
Vefpuce maye be thought to haue fene nothing. Moie- 
ouei, wheras we be wont moie effectually and pitthely 
to declaie and expreflfe thmges that we haue fene, then 
whiche we haue but onelye hearde, there was befides 
that in this man a certen pecuhar grace, and fingular 
dexteritie to diferiue and fet furth a matter withall. 
Yet the felfe fame thmges as ofte as I beholde and con- 
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fider them drawen and painted oute with mailer Morel 
penfille, I am therwith fo moued, fo delited, fo inflamed, 
and fo rapt, that fometime me tlynk I am prefently 
conuerfaunt, enen in the ylande of Utopia. And I pro- 
mife you, I can fkante beleue that Raphael himfelfe by 
al that flue yeres fpace that he was in Utopia abiding, 
faw there fomuch, as here in mailer Mores defcription 
is to be fene and perceaued. Whiche defcription with 
fo manye wonders, and miraculous thinges is repleni- 
ihed, that I flande in great doubt wherat firil and clnef- 
lie to mufe or marueile : whether at the excellencie of 
his perfect and fuer memone, which could welniegh 
worde by woorde rehearfe fo manye thinges once onely 
heard: or elles at his Angular prudence, who fo well 
and wittyly marked and bare away al the onginall caufes 
and fountaynes (to the vulgare people commenly moil 
vnknowen) wherof both 3drueth and fpringeth the mor- 
tal! confufion and vtter decaye of a commen wealth, and 
alfo the auauncement and wealthy ilate of the fame may 
riefe and growe: or elles at the efiicacie and pitthe “bi 
his woordes, which in fo fine a latm flile, with fuche 
force of eloquence hath couched together and com- 
prifed fo many and diuers matters, fpeciallie beinge a 
man continuallie encombred with fo manye bulye and 
troublefome cares, both publique, and pnuate, as he 
is. Howbeit all thefe thinges caufe you litle to mar- 
uell (righte honourable Builid) for that you are famil- 
iarly and throughly acquainted with the notable, yea 
almofl diuine witte of the man. But nowe to precede 
to other matters, I fuerly know nothing nedeful or re- 
quifite to be adioyned vnto his wntmges: Onely a 
meter of iiij verfes written in the Utopian tongue, 
whiche after mailer Mores departure Hythloday by 
chaunce ihewed me, that haue I caufed to be added 
thereto, with the Alphabete of the fame nation, and 
haue alfo gamifhed the margent of the boke with cer- 
ten notes. For, as touchmge the fituation of the 
ylande, that is to faye, m what parte of the worlde 
Utopia ilandeth, the ignoraunce and lacke whereof noi 
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a. title troubleth and greueth mailer More, in dede 
Raphael left not that vnfpoken of. Howbeit with 
verie fewe wordes lightly touched it, incidentlye by 
ye way paffing it ouei, as meanyng of likelihod to 
kepe and referue that to an other place. And the 
fame, I wot not how, by a ceiten euell and vnluckie 
chaunce efcaped vs bothe. For when Raphael was 
fpeakmg therof, one of mailer Mores feruauntes came 
to him, and whifpered in his eare. Wherefore I beyng 
then of purpofe more earneilly addict to heare, one of 
the company, by reafon of cold taken, I thmke, a 
ihippeborde, coughed out fo loude, that he toke from 
my hearinge certen of his wordes. But I wil neuer 
ilynte, nor reil, vntil I haue gotte the full and exacte 
knowledge hereof, infomuche that I will be hable per- 
fectly to inilructe you, not onely in the longitude or 
true meridian of the ylande, but alfo in the iuft latitude 
therof, that is to fay, in the fubleuation or height of the 
pole in that region, if our firende Hythloday be in fafe- 
tiS, and aliue. For we heare very vncerten newes of 
him. Some reporte, that he died in his iorney home- 
warde. Some agayne affirme, that he retomed into his 
countrey, but partly, for that he coulde not away with 
the faihions of his countrey folk, and partly for that his 
minde and affection was altogether fet and fixed vpon 
Utopia, they fay that he hathe taken his voyage 
thetherwarde agayne. Now as touching this, that the 
name of this yland is nowhere founde amonge the olde 
and auncient cofmographers, this doubte Hythloday 
himfelfe verie well diffolued. For why it is poifible 
enoughe (quod he) that the name, whiche it had m 
olde time, was afterwarde chaunged, or elles that they 
neuer had knowledge of this iland ; forafinuch as now m 
our time diners landes be found, which to the olde Geo- 
graphers were vnknowen. Howbeit, what nedeth it in 
this behalfe to fortifie the matter with argumentes, 
feyngemailerMore is author hereof fufficient? Butwhere* 
as he doubteth of the edition or imprinting of the booke, 
indeede hereini both commende,andalfoknowledge the 



mantles modeflie. Howbeit vnto me it femeth a worlce 
moil ynworthie to be long fuppreffed, and moll worthy 
to go abrod into ye handes of men, y^a, and vnder the title 
of youre name to be publylbed to the worlde : either 
becaufe the fmgular endowmentes and qualities of 
mailer More be to no man better knowen then to you, 
or els bicaufe no man is more fitte and meete, then 
you with good counfelles to further, and auaunce the 
commen wealth, whenn you haue many yeares already 
continued and trauailed with great gloiy and commen- 
dation, bothe of wifedome and knowledge, and alfo 
of integritie and vprightnes. Thus o liberall fuppor- 
ter of good leaminge, and floure of this oure time 
I byd you molle hartely well to fare. At 
Antwerpe .1516. the firll daye of 
Nouember 

a meter of auf. Oer^eiS tn tfiz Cttopfan 

tongue, irteMn tpueiimge asioell tije jatraung^ 
beginning, m tfie "bappit ans toealtfife 
continuance of tl^e same common 
toealtlje. 

V ToJfOS ha Boccas peula chama polta chamaan. 

Bargol he maglomi Baccan foma g ymnofophaon 
Agrama g ymnofophon laharein hacha bodamtlomtn 
Voltuxla barchin heman la lauoluala dramme pagloni, 

<C Whiche verfes the tranllator, accordmge to his 
fimple knowledge, and meane vnderllandmg in the 
Utopian tongue, hath thus rudely englilhed. 

M y kinge and conquerour Utopus by name 

A prince of much reno’v^mie and immortall fame 
Hath made me an yle that earll no ylande was, 

Ful fiaight with worldly welth with pleafuie and folas. 

I one of all other without philofophie 
Haue lhaped for man a philofophicall citie. 

As myne I am nothinge daungerous to imparte, 

So better to receaue I am readie with al my harte. 
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C ^ mtUx of WLtnpia^ is 
moltu^ ^oete laureate^ an9 nesieSoe to 
iSgtiloaage is steter* 

M e Utopie cleped Antiquitie, 

Voyde of haunte and herboroughe, 

Nowe am I like to Platoes dtie, 

Whose fame flieth the worlde thxoughe. 

Yea hke, or rather more likely 

Platoes platte to excell and paffe 

For what Platoes penne hathe platted briefely 

In naked wordes, as in a glafie, 

The fame haue I perfourmed fully, 

With lawes, with men, and treafure fyttely. 

Wherfore not Utopie, but rather rightely 
My name is Eutopie : A place of felicitie. 

C ®etat5e Kouiomage of Utopia. 

D oth pleafure pleafe? then place the here, and 
well the reft, 

Moft pleafaunt pleafures thou ftialte finde here. 

Doeth profit eafe ? then here arriue, this yle is beft. 
For paftinge profettes do here appeare. 

Doeth bothe thee temple, and woldeft thou gripe both 
game and pleafure ^ 

This yle is fraight with both bounteoufly. 

To ftill thy gredie intent, reape here incomparable treas- 
Bothe minde and tongue to gamiftie nchehe. [me 
The hid welles and fountaines both of vice and vertue 
Thou haft them here fubiect vnto thme eye. 

Be thankful now, and thankes where thankes be due 
Gene to Thomas More Londons immortal gloiye. 

C ©ornelms to IteatBm 

V Vilt thou knowe what wonders ftraunge be in the 
lande that late was founde ? [godly be? 
Wilte thou learne thy life to leade, by diuers ways that 
Wilt diou of vertue and of vice, vnderftande the veiy 
grounde ? f'^tie ? 

Wilt thou fee this wretched world, how ful it is of 



Then read, and marke, and beare in mind, for thy 
behonfe, as thou maie befl. 

All thinges that in this prefent worke, that worthie 
derke fir Thomas More, 

With witte diuine ful learnedly, vnto the worlde hath 
plaine exprell, 

In whom London well glory maye, for wifedome and 
for godly lore. 



C Cfje jprmter to tfte EeaOer. 

|He Vtopian Alphabete, good Reader, whiche 
in the aboue written Epiflle is promifed, 
hereunto I haue not now adioyned, becaufe 
I haue not as yet the true characters or four- 
mes of the Utopiane letters. And no mar- 
ueill: feyng it is a tongue to vs muche llraunger then the 
Indian, the Perfian, the Syrian, the Arabicke, the EgjTp- 
tian, the Macedonian, the Sclauonian, the ciprian, the 
Scythian etc. Which tongues though they be nothing fo 
llraunge among vs, as the Utopian is, yet their characters 
wehauenot. ButI trull, God willing, at thenextimpreffion 
hereof, to perfourme that, whiche nowe I can not : that is 
to faye : to exhibite perfectly vnto thee 
the Utopian Alphabete. In the 
meane time accept my good 
wyl. And fo fare well. 


C Imprinteli at ILonOon in 3g>au- 

1(0 sorUK, at tlj( of fhe 

hs ^irai^am SItoalo. 
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